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Har ts may taka part in elections 

GAZA ^TIY (AFP) — A senior official in the Islamic Resistance 
Movgncnc (Hamas) said for the first time Friday that the boud 
^^ fopfX^^he^utooomy d«d may take part in electio^toa 
pajestnnan sa*nue counca and form a political party. “We are 
ready'm par&a^te in elections to a legislative council but not to a 
.^^^jmr^ administrauve role. as envisaged in the 
accord witii Jsraitl, said Ismael Haoyeh. “It is possible, under 
these conditions, to form a political party catering for all Muslims 
and not jon Hamas supporters," Mr. Hanyeh told the Palestine 
dailypubtisfaedherc. Hamas is one of several hardline Palestinian 



Hanyeh saki Hamas would continue to fight ugai^r 
occupation until Palcstinmns won “true independence.'' Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) are to begin talks on 
Monday in Cano to prepare the ground for elections to a 
-Rsfetnaan council, winch would mark the second niia**- of 
Palestinian self-rule. 
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Israel, Bahrain prepare landmark visit 

MANAMA (AFP) — An Israeli delegation has met with Bahraini 
officials here to prepare for the first visit to the Gulf state by the 
Israeli minister next month, delegation chief Yossi Gal said 
Friday. "We had several meetings with high-ranking officials in the 
ministries of foreign affairs, information and transport,” said Mr. 
Gal, deputy director-general of the foreign ministry. "We will 
have more meetings with the officials before our departure next 
Sunday.” Environment Minister Yossi Sand is to visit Bahrain for 
a meeting on Oct. 24 and^_25 of the multilateral environment 
committee set up within the framework of the Middle East peace 
process, officials have said. The six-member Israeli delegation 
which arrived here Wednesday is the first to visit Bahrain. Oman 
became the fust Gulf Arab country in April to receive an Israeli 
delegation since the Jewish state was founded in 1948. The 
delegation, headed by Deputy Foreign Minister Yossi Beilin, took 
part in a regional meeting on water resources there. Qatar was the 
next to play host to Israeli officials during two-way talks on arms 
programmes. ■ 
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Crown Prince heads for U.S. 

to advance peace process 

Jordan-Israel treaty only after outstanding 
problems settled, King-Rabin statement says 
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" AMMAN (J.T.) — His 

- -j;;: 4T Royal Highness Crown 

: -- r . y .’Prince Hassan left Amman 
the United States on Fri- 
■'*! -rj^- J ;iay ahead of a meeting at the 
:■ sjifWnito House Monday with 

v * ,jf f Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
'r -i.? .^.^jnon Peres aimed at speeding 
*-r progress toward a peace 

ac 7 u - : . igreemeat. 

* - -V . Western diplomats m Am- 
•'ai': iv*v~^inan have said Israel may 
c-.l. .'^ftauwunce a withdrawal from 
— . ^^ -ToTdanian territory it has 
prT. ir since 19«J at the 

~ " Washington meeting, which 
•J . "' ^iviU be hosted by U.S. Presi- 
^ Jent BiD Clinton. 
s _. ..‘ ~ r ‘ The meeting follows a sum- 

U;, : nit at the Red Sea resort of 

-- 'i.. r> ~ Aqaba Thursday between 
■fis Majesty King Hussein 
md Israeli Prime Minister 
ritzhak Rabin. 

The two leaders said after 
„ he summit that they hoped 

’ s ' - 72:egotiations for a peace 
r’ -xcord would end successfol- 
r3/ “after solutions are found 
x* - : 3 quickly as possible to out- 

s.: sanding problems.” 


-reports 
p in crim* 


“Several issues re main to 
be resolved and the negotia- 
tions on them will be con- 
tinued when talks between 
the parties resume following 
the return of His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan 
from his forthcoming visit to 
the United States,” the two 
sides said in the communi- 
que. 

The issues — “including 
water, boundary and secur- 
ity” — will also be ddcussed in 
Israeli- Jordanian talks sche- 
duled for Oct. 10-20, said the 
communique. 

“It is hoped that in these 
subsequent negotiations, to 
be held in the region, the 
resolution of all outstanding 
issues will result in the 
achievement of a treaty of 
peace.** it said. 

A senior Jordanian official 
said Friday that progress was 
made on an Israeli withdraw- 
al from Jordanian land occu- 
pied after the 1967 Middle 
East war. 

“Despite die fact that the 


withdrawal issue has not yet 
been completed, the summit 
highlighted many points of 
agreement, to be tackled in 
depth” in the next round of 
bilateral talks on Oct. 10-20, 
he told AFP. 

.The official, who refused 
to be named, reiterated that 
Jordan would not sign a trea- 
ty “before agreements on all 
the questions ... land and 
borders, water-sharing and 
security.'* And that could 
take- months, he said. 

According to Western di- 
plomats, Israel agrees to 
withdraw from most of the 
Jordanian land apart from 17 
square kilometres in the 
Aqaba-Eilat triangle on the 
Red Sea and sooth of the 
Dead Sea. 

Instead, the Jewish state 
has offered to hand over the 
same amount of land else- 
where, they said. 

Mr. Rabin said meanwhile 
that Israel and Jordan had 
not finished drafting a peace 
treaty because they were still 


negotiating tbeir border. 

The two countries formally 
ended a 46-year state of beli- 
gerency in an agreement 
signed in Washington July 25, 
but postponed a full-fledged 
agreement pending a resolu- 
tion of disputes over water 
sources and borders. 

Israeli reports have specu- 
lated that an accord could be 
announced in Washington 
Monday. 

But hopes for a quick 
agreement diminished after 
Mr. Rabin foiled to bridge 
differences in Thursday’s 
iaba s ummi t. 

Speaking publicly for the 
first time after the summit, 
Mr. Rabin fold reporters af- 
ter meeting Egypt’s tourism 
minister, Mamdouh A1 Belta- 
ji in Tel Aviv Friday: 
“There is still no foil draft 
of a peace treaty. We are at 
the stage of setting an inter- 
national border which would 
be a border of peace between 
Jordan and Israel.” 

He added that negotiations 


A l 


would continue in October. 

In Jordan, sources said that 
Israel is objecting to Jorda- 
nian demands for an immedi- 
ate pullout from nearly 381 
square kilometres of desert 
and farmland along the bor- 
ders of the two states. 

The Jordanian sources said 
King Hussein was asking 
Israel to commit itself to a 
timetable for withdrawal but 
that the Israelis were only 
ready to announce an inten- 
tion to withdraw. 

Water is also a key issue. 

A senior Israeli official said 
the King and Mr. Rabin 
“made a list of points of 
Israeli-Jordanian agreement 
on water-sharing, the borders 
and security.” 

Israeli Television reported 
that a timetable for the sign- 
ing of a peace accord would 
be announced in the coming 
weeks. 

Jordan wants its share of 
the water sources running 

(Continued on page 12) 
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i v "-J — By a Jordan Tones 
'-a - Staff Reporter 

r.i 

* r * -■**■ : ^iMMAN — Hakam Balawi, 
*-• ‘ “ senior official of the Pales- 

• xr - - - ‘^ine National Authority 
^ -PNA) , left Amman on ’ Fri- 
f , - ^ay after talks on Jordanian- 
-.r i Palestinian relations and pre- 

v* “'■.re' orations for a new round of 
r*uz3: %cussions on cooperation in 
: ' x atioos spheres, 
i :f A high-level PNA team is 
. - : Expected here on Tuesday for 
: r '--^he discussions, a senior 
xr'* * - ?*akstijie Liberation Orga- 
-fixation (PLO) official said. 

- - _ K : - Mr. Balawi, a close con- 

- -c' .-c aidant of PNA President Yas- 
'er Arafat, was received by 

. ‘ r:.J'hiu«.Nfinister Abdul Salam 
rctMajaH on Thursday. After 
. : ;<Obe talks, Mr. Balawi told 


reporters there were no 
Jordanian-Palestiman differ- 
ences and described reports 
of a strain in relations as 
ited and unfounded, 
le also welcomed Jordan’s 
decision on Tuesday to sever 
all links with Islamic holy 
shrines in the Israeli- 
occupied territories except 
those in Jerusalem. 

“His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s decision in 1988 to sev- 
er legal and administrative 
ties with the West Bank was 
in support of the Palestinian 
cause and reflected a true 
commitment to the Palesti- 
nian principles and goals,” 
Mr. Balawi said. 

The Kingdom’s decision 
last week to include the Isla- 
mic Waqf and all holy sites in 


the West Bank except those 
in Jerusalem in the severance 
of ties “ fans within the con- 
text of the 1988 move” and 
will “support national 
Palestinian action," Mr. 
Balawi said. 

“Jordan has proved time 
and again that it works to 
help achieve the national in- 
terests of the Palestinians,” 
he added. 

Mr. Arafat himself wel- 
comed foe Jordanian move 
announced last week but re- 
frained from commenting on 
Jordan’s affirmation that .it 
would continue to play its 
historic role in the Islamic 
shrines in Jerusalem. 

It was not dear, however, 


(Continued on page 12) 


1 killed in Hebron 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli soldiers 
shot and killed a Palestinian 
when he stabbed and wound- 
ed a soldier in the occupied 
West Bank town of Hebron 
on Friday, Israeli security 
sources said. 

* They said the incident took 
place near the Ibrahimi Mos- 
que in the heart of Hebron, 
home to 110,000 Palestinians. 

The complex has been 
closed to tile public since a 
Jewish settler killed more 
than 30 worshippers at the 
mosque there on Feb. 25. 

Palestinian sources said the 
Israeli army immediately im- 
posed a curfew on the centre 
of Hebron, where about 400 
Jewish settlers live in several 
small, fortified enclaves. 

In Tunis, Palestinian lead- 


er Yasser Arafat said on Fri- 
day that an Israeli decision to 
strengthen a band of Jewish 
settlements in the occupied 
West Bank violated the peace 
deal signed last year. 

"Any change in the settle- 
ments by expanding them or 
introducing any change in 
them is a violation of the 
agreement,” Mr. Arafat told 
journalists at Tunis airport 
when asked to comment on 
Israel’s decision. 

Mr. Arafat was leaving 
Tunis for the Gaza Strip after 
a two-day visit to Spam and 
and two sfopovers in Tunis. 

Israel said on Wednesday it 
regarded some settlements in 
the West Bank as “part” of 
the Jewish State and could go 

(Continued from page 12) 
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MAHATHIR VISITS PETRA: Malaysian Pre- to Jordan on Thursday, visits the ancient dty 
mier Mahathir Mohammad, wbo began a visit of Petra on Friday (see page 3) 


Jordan to lobby Paris Club for 
debt relief during IMF talks 


By P.V.Vtvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan plans to 
advance its efforts for debt 
relief during meetings of the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) in Madrid attended by 
finance ministers from all 
over the world. Finance 
Minister Sami Gammoh said 
Friday. 

Mr. Gammoh , who is sche- 
duled to leave for the Spanish 
capital today (Saturday) lead- 
ing the Jordanian delegation 
to the meetings, said he was 
confident that the Kingdom’s 
creditors grouped in the Paris 
Club of governments would 
respond positively to the 
Jordanian call for debt relief. 

Speaking one day after Jor- 
dan and the United States 
signed an agreement under 
which Washington wrote off 
S220 million of the King- 
dom's debts, Mr. Gammoh 
said Jordan expected the IMF 
to lend a helping hand to the 
efforts for debt relief. 

"The IMF is very suppor- 
tive of the Jordanian stand,” 
Mr. Gammoh told the Jordan 
Times, noting that the inter- 
national economic watch- 
dog’s appraisal of the King- 
dom’s economic performance 


during the first six months of 
1994 was highly positive. 

Almost all finance minis- 
ters of the Paris Club group 
of creditor governments are 
expected to attend the Mad- 
rid meeting of the IMF, 
which will also provide an 
ideal forum for group con- 
sultations and decision. 

The Paris Club holds about 
$4 billion of Jordan's foreign 
debts which stood at $6.68 
billion at the end of 1993. 
More than half of that 
amount have already been 
rescheduled for periods ex- 
ceeding 20 years. 

Diplomats also noted that 
there was no hard and fast 
rule that stipulated that res- 
cheduled debts could not be 
written off and that Jorda- 
nian approaches had already 
been made through diploma- 
tic channels to the concerned 
governments. 

Some of the European gov- 
ernments, traditional aid 
donors to Jordan, have 
already extended debt relief 
to the Kingdom, including 
Britain by about S100 million 
and Germany with about $30 
million. France, one of Jor- 
dan’s largest creditors, have 
written off $5 million. 

Jordan is aiming to secure 


at least 50 per cent write-off 
of its debts, so that the King- 
dom could regain the interna- 
tional creditworthiness it 
rated before 1989, when its 
economy had hit dire straits. 

Since then, the Kingdom 
has managed to bring down 
the level of debts and stream- 
lined its economy despite 
further problems created by 
the Gulf crisis of 1990, but it 
is seeking further reduction 
of the foreign debts to a level 
of about 75 per cent of its 
gross domestic product 
(GDP). This would mean a 
debt relief of about $3.5 bil- 
lion. 

The United States is ex- 
tending to Jordan a write-off 
of $702 million spread over 
three years. The agreement 
signed by Mr. Gammoh and 
American Ambassador Wes- 
ley Egan on Thursday co- 
vered $220 million. The re- 
mainder of the debt relief 
would be written off in fiscal 
1995 and 1996 after the admi- 
nistration makes provisions 
in the budgets for those 
years. 

It was expected that Minis- 
ter of State and Information 
Minister Jawad Al Anani 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Two dead in clashes 


r 

3in Port-au-Prince 


B~i 


o ^ pRT- AU-PRINCE (Agen- 
. -mr: s* ies) — At least two people 
.--■^tere -killed in central Port- 
1 ' ' '(« > r u-Pnnce on Friday in 
"'-.lashes between supporters 
' - ad opponents of exiled Pres- 
•r* ^emjean-Bertrand Aristide. 
a ^ Otie r -inan was jqjparently 
waten to death by the pro- 
___ - .^yistide” crowd wbo accused 

1 £ fim of being a civilian 

'attache”, paramilitary col- 
aboraiors of the Haitian 
ajt jiejr 1“ armed forces and police. 

. ■ * rfltf Tk® other fatality was an 
fts 1 _ Vristidesupporter killed with 

-3'i. buD^t to the head in full 
'■* _ - V'-iew of several journalists. 

The^'foddent occurred as 
< ■ 2 he pfo-Aristide demoostra- 


V: 


J '- 7 ’.* ^ V ° TS headed to the capital’s 
j *♦?- ' r^ srgest cemetery ’and passed 

C- v -s \ fop headquarters of the 

' ^ ’’ront^Fbr Advancement and 
f:"- -^•■’fogieks in Haiti ‘(FRAPH) 
supports the military 
-.^vuaav that overthrew Mr. 
. r -’^.' ■•.•.■Aristide- in September 1991. 

V, ' Foreign journalists stepped 

iu\ta. protect one. alleged 


member from being 




.> Ji 



f eller goat , meat whose 
■ v"- 1 i., tends were bloodied by his 

TiuU ■ 1 ■ 


■ 


•^rade. 
The 


r- ^ * r ne pro- Aristide marchers 

; ami retreated in the 

^ v- • • -^^^hostiKtyfrom the pro- 

r* * .military group, which’ has 

. t?** inks to the Duvalier family 
wi^ '.-duch xuled Haiti by fiat for 
4 1 . .. ^ ‘4iree decades. ufitfl 1986. 

sf' An tmdetermmed number 
-* T5 other. people were injured, 

f- Cross ambulance per- 

s- 'fmsi fold AFP. 

, j '. : .i i . An intetMtiond wire ser- 

».*• jp® photogr ap her suffered a 


forehead and was taken to a 
U.S. bosptial ship for treat- 
ment. 

The builer grazed the 
photographer’s head, accord- 
ing to an AFP photographer 
on the scene. 

U.S. troops, deployed 
heavily in the capital for the 
demonstration, nave not in- 
tervened in any of the dis- 
turbances. 

The Haiti parliament is 
considering amnesty for the 
coup leaders who toppled 
Mr. Aristide. It is part of a 
deal worked out by a delega- 
tion beaded by fromer U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter a 
week ago Sunday that 
averted an invasion of Haiti. 

Although part of die deal 
did not call for the militaty 
leaders to leave Haiti soil, 
Clinton administration offi- 
cials and Mr. Aristide said 
they want them to depart. 

Thousands of Aristide sup- 
porters, some carrying signs 
waving “violence no, demo- 
cracy yes,” had taken to die 
streets to reassert the power 
stolen from diem by a milit- 
ary coup three years ago. 

Pro-army militiamen with 
machetes, guns and sticks 
were waiting for them, vow- 

(Coatinaed from page 12) 
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Chairman, Members of Board, 
& All Working Staff of: 



The Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Co.Ltd./ Suit 

Wish to Express Their Warm Welcome to 

H.E. THE HON. DATO' SERI 

DR. MAHATHIR MOHAMAD 

Prime Minister of Malaysia 

And his colleagues on the occasion of their official visifeto Jordan 

HopiNQ ThAT ThEiR VlslT will lEAd TO bETTER TiES iN All ASPECTS of 

COOPERATION bETWEEN OUR TWO pRiENdly COUNTRIES. 
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Middle East News 


Yemeni parliament to 
elect new president 


ADEN (R ) — Yemeni leader 
AH Abdullah Saleh looks cer- 
tain to follow his military 
victory over southern seces- 
sionists with reelection as 
president on Saturday, par- 
liamentary sources said on 
Friday. 

Parliament will meet on 
Saturday to elect a new presi- 
dent for the next five years. 
Constitutional amendments 
approved by parliament on 
Wednesday ' left Mr. Saleh 
Yemen's undisputed leader. 

Under the. amendments, 
the ruling five-member pres- 
idential council of which 
Mr. Saleh was chairman was 
abolished, replaced by a‘ pres- 
ident of the republic. 

Mr. Saleh led the conserva- 
tive North Yemen until it 
united with South Yemen in 
19S0. Loyalist troops south- 
ern secessionists in a two- 
month civil war earlier this 


year. 

Mr. Saleh, who stands for 
his General Peoples Con- 
gress, has said priority will be 
given to rebuilding areas 
damaged in the conflict. 

Other main amendments 
included the move towards a 
free market economy, replac- 
ing a mixture of central plan- 
ning and private enterprise 
economy. 

Mr. Saleh promised the 
people last weekend a "re- 
volution against corruption." 

“The government and par- 
liament will shoulder their 
responsibility to eradicating 


corruption from the govern- 
ment machinery and purge 
corrupt elements,” he said in 
a speech .- 

He also vowed to liberalise 
the economy, battered by the 
civil war, alleviate economic 
suffering and cut inflation 
now running at more than 
100 per cent a year. 

Among other candidates 
are Sheikh Abdul Majid Zin- 
dani of the main Islamist 
party, Isiah. and Ali Saleh 
Abbad Maqbil, recently 
elected secret aiy general of 
the Yemeni Socialist Party in 
lieu of former Vice-President 
Ali Salem Al Beidh who fled 
the country after the defeat 
of his secessionist bid. 

Minister of Petroleum and 
Mineral Resources Faisal 
Ben Shamlan is the candidate 
of independent members of 
parliament, while Abdul 
Wahab Mahmoud is the 
candidate of the Socialist 
Arab Baath Party. 



Ali Abdullah Saleh 


Exiles set up front 


Yemeni politicians who 
went into exile after the de- 
feat of their breakaway 
southern state in July 
announced on Friday the 
establishment of a new 
alliance grouping Yemeni 
opposition parties. 

In a statement issued at a 
news conference in London, 
the newly-formed National 
Opposition Front in London 
condemned President Saleh's 


admin istrtaion, rejected the 
outcome of the ..two-month 
civil war and called for a 
national referendum on the 
present government’s per- 
formance. 

Launching the new 
alliance, Abdul Rahman Al 
Jifrey, said it was committed 
to exerting peaceful pressure 
on the president to bring him 
to the negotiating table to 
talk with the new opposition 
group about “national unity" 
in Yemen. 

But representatives from 
the alliance would not rule 
out using armed struggle to 
force him into talks if all else 
failed. 

“We cannot say no," 
Haidar Abu Bakr Al Attas, 
former prime minister told 
Reuters when asked whether 
force might eventually have 
to be used. 


Family of policeman 


demands murder probe 


GAZA (R) — The family of 
the first Palestinian police- 
man killed in the line of duty 
in the self-rule territories de- 
manded on Thursday that 
security forces be “brought to 
account” for leaving him to 
bleed to death. 

Yusri Al Hams was killed 
two weeks ago when Palesti- 
nian police and security men 
tried to detain two men from 
Izzeddine Al Qassam- Bri- 
gades, the armed wing of the 
Hamas group. 

“The security apparatus 
members who were in the 
area must be brought to 
account for failing to come to 
the aid of the martyr and for 
leaving him bleeding on the 
ground,” a statement issued 
by the Hams family said. 

Palestinian police said 
Hams was killed by the 
Hamas men, but the Islamic 
group said other security men 
shot him. Police said they 
were investigating the inci- 
dent. 


tier suspected -of involvement 
in an alleged anti-Arab 
underground group, Israel 
Radio said. 

The arrest raised to 13 the 
number of Israelis detained 
in the case. Seven have been 
released. 

The latest suspect was re- 
ported to be an immigrant 
from France. He was arrested 
in Kiryat Arba, a Jewish set- 
tlement near Hebron in the 
occupied West Bank. The 
radio gave no details about 
Us alleged links to the sus- 
pected underground^ ■ 

Police have declined com- 
ment on tiie investigation 
into the suspected anti-Arab 
activities of the settlers, most 
from Kiryat Arba, arrested in 
the last three weeks. 


The Hams family, appear- 
ing to point a finger towards 
Palestinian security officials, 
said the police officer was 
killed after he went into the 
men's car in order to escort 
them to a police station. 

“Why wasn’t the martyr 
left to go with the two Qas- 
sam members to the police 
station, as the martyr 
wanted, so there would be an 
investigation into the mat- 
ter?” tiie statement said. 

“The one responsible for 
the martyr’s blood is the one 
who fired the shots and must 
be brought to account.” 

The family also demanded 
an answer as to why shots 
were fired at the men in the 
car rather than at its tyres. 

The Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) took 
over security in the Gaza 
Strip and the Jericho enclave 
cn the West Bank this year 
under its peace deal with 
Irrael. 


Kiryat Arba was home to 
Baruch Goldstein, a U.S.- 
born settler who massacred 
more than 30 Muslim wor- 
shippers in a Hebron mosque 
last February. 

Israel’s parliamentary 
security committee, briefed 
recently on the investigation, 
had said secret police foiled 
“at tiie last minute” plans by 
militan t Jews to kill Palesti- 


nians. 

The affair is being widely 
compared in Israel to tiie 
activities m tiie early 3980s of 
a Jewish terror underground 
in tiie West Bank that carried 
out bombings against Palesti- 
nians and planned to blow up 
At Aqsa 


Court overtures conviction 


Suspect held 


Israeli police arrested on 
Thursday another Jewish set- 


Israel’s supreme court 
overturned on Thursday the 
murder conviction of a 
Palestinian who had been ex- 
tradited from the United 
Stated and found guilty of 
killing a Jewish bus driver, 
the Itim news agency re- 
ported. 

The tribunal cleared 
Mahmoud Atta, serving a life 
term since 1991, after casting 
doubt on statements by two 
prosecution witnesses that he 
took part in a shooting attack 
on an Israeli bus in the occu- 
pied West Bank in 1986. 


UAE stops 
visas to 


Indians 


DUBAI (AFP) — The Un- 
ited Arab Emirates is to stop 
granting visas to Indians and 
suspend tiie postal service 
with the subcontinent to pre- 
vent pneumonic plague from 
entering the country, officials 
said Friday. 

Colonel Juma Am an, head 
of immigration at Dubai, said 
the UAE bad decided to sus- 
pend indefinitely “the grant- 
ing of holiday, work and tran- 
sit visas to Indians.” 

Meanwhile, postal author- 
ities decided to suspend mail 
from India, where an out- 
break of pneumonic plague 
claimed its first victims in the 
capital New Delhi on Friday. 

Some 400,000 Indians live 
in the UAE. 

The emirates together with 
five other Gulf states and 
Yemen has already cut off its 
air and shipping links with 
India. 

Abu Dhabi also decided 


Thursday to suspend lives- 


tock and food imports from 
India, and step up naval pat- 
rols along its coastline to 
prevent Indians entering the 
country illegally. 

The UAE, Kuwait and 
Qatar have launched airlifts 
to bring back their citizens 
stranded in tire subcontinent. 

No cases of pneumonic pla- 
gue have been reported in the 
six Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states — Saudi Ara- 
bia, UAE, Kuwait, Qatar, 
Bahrain and Oman — where 
more than one million Indi- 
ans live and work. 

The plague outbreak has 
{tilled 50 people in the west- 
ern Indian city of Surat and 
two more in New Delhi. 
Another 1.463 esses have 
been reported. 

Health Minister Ahmad 
Ben Said Al Badi “stressed 
the importance' of preventing 
small ships and wooden laun- 
ches from entering (the 
UAE) from India under the 
decrees preventing air and 
sea journeys,” the official 
Emirates news agency 
(WAM) said. 


Britain opposes setting 


date for end to Iraq ban 


UNTIED NATIONS (AP) 
— Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd has said that Britain 
opposes giving Iraq any 
target date for lifting the crip- 
pling U.N. oil embargo. ' 

The Iraqi government 
wants the United Nations to 
say that if all goes well in 
weapons monitoring for a 
certain period of time, then 
the oil embargo will be lifted. 

Speaking at a news confer- 
ence after his address to the 
General Assembly, Mr. Hurd 
said Rolf Eke us, the head of 
the U.N. commission moni- 
toring Iraq’s weapons prog- 
ramme, should define what 
be expects in future com- 
pliance on eliminating Iraq’s 
capacity to produce weapons 
of mass destruction. 

Mr. Hard said there should 
be a "testing period" bat 
added, “we don't believe in 
putting now some date on 
that period. We should let 
events run and put Iraqi com- 
pliance under scrutiny with- 
out giving them at the mo- 
ment the benefit of (setting) a 
cutoff date." 

Mr. Elceus previously has 
said that it was necessary to 
run all monitoring systems 
for about six months before 
he would be able to tell the 


Recently, however, Mr. 
Ekeus has not been talking 
about a time-frame or count- 
down, which Britain and the 
United States strongly 
oppose. 

The Gulf war ceasefire re- 
solution says that once cer- 
tain conditions are met to 
eliminate Iraq’s capability of 
producing nuclear, biological 
and chemical weapons and 
long-range missiles, then the 
oil embargo mil be lifted. 

But the United States and 
Britain have demanded that 
Baghdad meet other condi- 
tions, for example recognis- 
ing the Kuwait border and' 
ending political repression. 
As permanent members of 
the Security Council, the Un- 
ited States and Britain can 
veto any resolution to lift the 
oil embargo. 

France, Russia and China 
— the other permanent mem- 
bers of the council — favour 
moving towards ending the 
embargo and not letting it 
continue indefinitely. 

Iraq’s deputy prime minis- 
ter, Tareq Am, is in New 
York meeting with various 
government officials here for 
the General Assembly. 


tinned aerial protection of 
Iraq’s Kurds, a Turkish fore- 
ign affaiis spokesman said 
Wednesday. 

. “The date for the meeting 
has not yet been set,” said 
the spokesman, Fcrhat Ata- 
man, at a weekly press con- 
ference. 

Two si mi l ar meetings have 
been held since December 
1992 on the Iraqi question 
and the multinational force 
deployed at Turkey's 
strategic Indrlik airbase. 

Now, there are dobuts ab- 
out Turkey’s commitment to 
the deal. New Turkish Fore- 
ign Minister Mumtaz Soysal 
is said to be sceptical about 
the usefulness to Turkey of 
hosting such a force. 

Set up in July 1991, it is 
composed of a strike force of 
British, French and U.S. 
planes, with logistic back-up 
from the Turkish airforce. 

The force is responsible for 
aerial surveillance over 
northern Iraq and maintain- 
ing the “no-fly” zone north of 
the 36th Parallel, imposed on 
Iraq by the Gulf war allies to 
protect the Kurdish popula- 
tion against Iraqi government 


council whether Iraq is ii 
compliance with Gulf wai 


m 
war 

ceasefire terms for lifting the 
oil embargo. 


Turkey to meet allfa 

Turkey will meet Gulf war 
allies Britain, France and the 
United States before the end 
of the year to review con- 


le Turkish parliament 
must decide in December on 
renewing the allies’ mandate 
in Turkey, due to expire on 
Dec. 31. It was extended for 
a six-month period last June. 



Fans of slain Cheb Hasni mourn his death carrying his photo. 


Slain Algerian singer laid to rest 


TUNIS (R) — Slain Alge- 
rian pop star Cheb Hasni 
was buried m the western 
Algerian city of Oran on 
Friday, a day after he was 
shot several times by an 
unknown gunman, official 
radio Algeria reported. 

No details of the funeral 
were given and there was 
still no information on who 


killed the 26-year-old sin- 
ger. 

Cheb Hasni, whose real 
name was Hasni Chek- 
roune, was killed in Oran, 
355 kilometres west of 
Algiers, he performed Rai 
music, a mixture of rock 
and Western Algerian 
folk music, and had a 
strong following among 


Algeria's younger genera- 
tion. 

The kfliing followed the 
kidnapping of noted Ber- 
ber perfomer Matoub 
Lounes by a suspected 
Muslim fundamentalist 
armed group on Sunday 
everting from a cafe at Tin 
Ouzou, 90 kilometres east 
of Algiers. 


Change Mideast image — tour delegates 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Mid- 
dle East must counter the 
news media's focus on its 
wars and rise in Islamic mili- 
tancy if tourism there is to 
flourish, delegates said 
Thursday at the end of a 
conference here. 

"We have to get away from 
the image problem,” Robert 
Whitly of the United States 
tour operators association 
told AFP. 

“Tourist operators should 
suggest to their clients to 
write to editors of top news- 
papers saying what a wonder- 
ful time they had and how 
safe they felt.” he added. 

He urged governments in 
the Middle East to be open 
with the news media and not 
over-react. "They should 
react by saying they are 
working on it and not mislead 
people," he added. 


The conference, organised 
by the American Society of 
Travel Agents (ASTA) under 
the auspices of the U.S. 
States Department, was held 
in the framework of the eco- 
nomic track of the Middle 
East multilateral talks. 

Government and tourist in- 
dustry representatives from 
13 countries attended. . 

The conference produced 
“a working paper” which will 
be presented to the U.S. 
State Department so that in 
the next round of talks "they 
will have tangible suggestions 
to work with," said Chris 
Newman of Insight Interna- 
tional Tours Inc., who 
headed one of the confer- 
ence's working groups. 

Political steps should also 
be taken to encourage re- 
gional tourism, said Mr. 
Newman. 


While realising that "open- 
ing borders and (dropping) 
visas was the ideal situation, 
lesser steps could be taken." 
in the meantime, Mr. New- 
man added. 

Thus the suggestions put 
forth indude allowing tour- 
ists to use the same tourist 
operate r throughout the re- 
gion, as opposed to changing 
their guides and vehicles at 
each border. 

Another suggestion is the 
establishment of multi- 
country visas, similar to the 
European visas, or at least to 
have reduced rates on sepa- 
rate visas. 

Other suggestions indude 
equating infrastructure and 
tourism fad li ties. like roads 
and hotels, across the region, 
and establishing a regional 
tourism union to promote, a 
unified tourism slogan. 
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Egyptian militants - 
opt for ‘soft 9 targets 


CAIRO (AFP) — Islamic 
militants in El 


;gypt have 
staged a comeback with 
attacks on tourists and police- 
men after a lull of several 
months, but security experts 
say their operations are being 
restricted to “soft” targets. 

“Their attacks reveal no- 
thing but weakness,” said a 
diplomat at the U.S. embassy 
who monitors tiie militants' 
activities. 

“They are still shooting at 
buses and innocent people to 
get the attention of the media 
and trying to say . ‘We’re 
alive,’ when they know 
they’re not,” he said, asking 
not to be named. 

When militants launched 
their violent campaign to top- 
ple the secular government of 
President Hosni Mubarak in 
March 1992, they hit a wide 
range of targets induding 
senior government offidals 
and public figures. 

They also targeted econo- 
mic establishments like 
banks, as well as tiie tourism 
industry. Around 450 people, 
10 of them tourists, have 
been killed in the confronta- 
tion between the state and 
militants. 

Since their resurgence, 
militants have so far limited 
attacks to unarmed dvilians 


and tourists, or police in 
i/nei 


southern Egypt where the 
militants still have a strong 
presence. 

A government crackdown 
forced the militants into rela- 
tive inactivity, after police 
shot dead Talaat Yasseen 
Hamm am, the “brain” be- 
hind their campaign, on April 
25. 

Security forces have since 
rounded up or shot dead mili- 
tants across the country, and 
cut off the groups' com- 
munication links both inter- 
nally and with support groups 
abroad. 

But on Aug. 26. the mili- 
tants made a surprise com- 
eback when they opened fire 
in the southern province of 
Qena on a bus-load of Span- 
ish tourists, trilling a teena- 
ger- 

The outlawed Al Gamaa 
Al Islamiyah, the largest mili- 
tant* group/ claimed the 
attack. And since Sept. 12, 
the militants have killed 17 
policeman in southern Egypt, 


as well as three Egyptian 
civilians and a German tour- 
ist. ' 

On Tuesday, a militant 
' shot dead die German amj 
two Egyptians and wounded 
another German and the 
mother of one of the stain 
Egyptians in the Red Sea 
resort of Hurghada. 

On the same night, gun- 
men opened fire on a train in 
the southern province of 
Minya. wounding two Egyp- 
tians. 

But the new wave of 
attacks is not on “the same 
level... as before/' -said 
Hafez Abu Siida of the Egyp- 
tian Human Rights Organisa- 
tion. . . 

Attacks on tourists have 
been successful because 
“they are soft target and re- 
quire primitive planning,” be 
said. 

The attacks have been li- 
mited to areas where they are 
least expected, like Hurgha- 
da, or the southern provinces 
of So hag, Qena and Miya. In 
comparison, Cairo has been 
quiet. 

The U.N. world popula- 
tion conference, ' staged in 
Cairo from Sept. 5 to 13. 
passed free of attacks, “prow 
ving the militants did not' 
have the capability to cany 
out attacks in Cairo,” said 
Mr. Abu Siida. 

But tourism is once again 
under threat after the attack 
in Hurghada, which was pre- 
viously considered a safe 
haven. 

The militants have been 
using tiie lull “to regroup and 
reestablish contacts with each 
other, and to look for new 
leaders,” said a high-ranking 
Cairo security official. 

The resurgence should'not 
be taken lightly, warned Mr. 
Abu Siida. 

Referring to a militant 
pledge to revive their cam- 
paign, he said: “It means 
they have plans to back it up. 

I expect they will send- in 
leaders from Afghanistan or 
Sudan.” 

The U.S. diplomat agreed 
on the need for caution. 

“The government has to be 
on thitT alert'. The danger is 
not completely erased. If mar 
blood and resources ream 
the militants, it (the danger) 
will be revived,” he warned. 


Lahham quits theatre 


AMMAN (Petra) — Actor 
Dureid Lahham, 61, has 
announced that he is quitting 
theatre for good as of Mon- 
day Oct. 3. 

At a press conference held 
in Dubai in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Mr. Lah- 
ham, popularly known as 
Ghawar Al Tosheh, said his 
decision was irreversible. 

He attributed his decision 
to three major reasons: First, 
be said, be was getting old 
and could no longer tolerate 
theatre work because such 
work needs the energy of 
youth. Second, he said, he 
had reached -the peak in his 
theatre work and does not 
think he can perform any 
better in the future. Thirdly, 
he said, the Arabs, who are 
frustrated as a result of the 
current Arab situation, are 
no longer interested in great 
issues. 

Mr. Lahham, who is cur- 
rently on a visit to the UAE 
to perform there before quit- 
ting theatre, criticised Arab 
theatre saying that it was still 
in the experimental stage, 
adding that all performances 
are no more than theatre 
experiments, which lost part 
of their artistic value due to 
mixing them with dancing. 

He added that the theatre 
movement was moving slowly 
and the real creative theatre 
work was there no longer. 



Dureid lahham 


Mixing between real 
theatre work and dancing has 
caused a real problem, be 
said, adding that dancing 
only irritates feelings. 

Asked whether he will quiL,. 
cinema, Mr. Lahham said h?f ’ 
would continue his cinema 
work, but on “a quiet .fire." 

He said he was now writing 
a film story entitled "Watan 
fi al Samaa," (A homeland in 
the heaven), which speaks 
about a man who lost his 
passport in one of the Arab 
airports and describes his suf- 
fering as a result Mr. Lahham 
said Egyptian star Adel 
Imam might join him in tins 
cinema work. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 
17:00.... Alice Au Pays Mcrvcillcs 
17 l 30 tin PotirTous 

IS JO Montage 

19:00 News m French 

19:00 News in Hebrew 

19- J0 Black Beauty 

ah00 News in Arabic 

20- J0 Bob 

21:10 Murder she Wrote 

2ZdW News in English 

W-M 

Feature film: "Money for No- 
thing" 

23:50 Home Free 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:08 Fair 

U5.25 (Sunrise) Ouha 

11:26 Dbuhr 

14:50 *Asr 

17:28 Maghreb 

1&45 -Isha 

CHURCHES 

St, Mary of Nazareth Cbufth 
Swdfleh. Td. HIIPW 

Assemblies of God Church, Td. 

632785. 

Sl. JostrU Church Tel. 624590. 
Chare*, of the Annaadadan Tel. 
637440. 

Dt la Salic Church Td. 66173? • 


Tel: 622366 

Church of the Amundattao Td. 

623541. 

AagRcan Church Tel. 630851. Td. 
628543. 

Armadas C at hoflc Church Td. 

771331. 

A rmenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St- Ephraim Chorefa Td. 771751. 
Arm,, i n i w tiwi Church Td. 
652526. 

EvangeBeal Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

German-meafciag Evangelical Con- 
gregation Td. 684195 
The Latttr-Day Saints TeL 654932 
Church of N aza rtne Td. 675691 . 
The Evaagdfcai Local Charck In 



Amman 30. Aqaba 34 Humidity 
readings: Amman 33 per cent. 
Aqaba 39 per ccnL 


Tel. 81 1295 


WEATHER 

BuBom supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Skies will be partly cloudy with a 
chance of showers and winds north- 
westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman — 18/31 

Aqaba 24/36 

Deserts 16/33 

Jordan Valley 24/36 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Hanna Maasour 750197 

Dr. Ratib Zaiiounch 888685 

Dr. Khaldoun KJoub 816715 

Dr. Mohmouad Ameer K8HS83 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77K336 

Al Asctna pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shnrcisarti pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy 8471 

1RBID: 

Dr. Ali Al Omari 

Alquds pharmacy 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Yahya AITanfi .......... 981520 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 



EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661 Ml 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repair* 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 66110! 

.dorian Television 7731 1 1 

^Ridio Jordan 7741 1 1 

fOKotcr Authority 680100 

Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Cbmpany 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-532(10 

Queen Alb InU. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

AkHch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Sbmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 6691 31 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AI-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Ouccn Aha Hospital .... 602240/50 
Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Mourn Hospital (09)990990 
KBID: 

Princes Basnu Hospital ...... (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafas Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3141 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at tbc Ouccn Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (08)53200- 
5. where if should always be ven- 
ded. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

64:36 Jakarta. Singapore (RJ) 

•8*5 New Delhi (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

•fclS Dhahran (RJ) 

09:15 Abu Dhabi. Doha (RJ) 

OSb30 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

IMO Colombo (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

15:00 New York. Amsterdam f RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

1&25 Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

18=35 London. Berlin (RJ) 

,9 =36 Frankfurt (add) (RJ) 


22:45 Amsterdam (add) (RJ) 

63:15 Loudon (add) (RJ) 

Other Plights (T erminal 2 ) 

«=20 Vienna (OA) 

*5=45 Rome. Larnaca (AZ) 

19=60 Sanaa (1Y) 

1*2® : Cairo (MS) 

1*3® Paris. Damascus (AF) 

2 2 :25 Amsterdam (KLl 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

65=45 Beirut (RJ) 

67:00 Aqaba (RJ) 

6*46 Fhmkfun (add) (RJ) 

11=30 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

J*=35 Paris (RJ) 

*1=55 Geneva. Brussels (RJ) 

12.-4S Cairo (RJ) 

London Rjj 

Madrid (RJ) 

*4:00 Amsterdam (add) 

1*4S Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

f®** Larnaca (RJ) 

Jeddah (Rl) 

"6=45 Damascus l RJ) 

21=30 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

04:10 London (add) (RJ) 

Other nights (Terminal 2) 

68=15 Beirut (ME) 

22 Vienna (OS) 

2*6 Sanaa (IY) 

3*15 — Cairo (MS) 

22=55 Damascus. Paris (AF) 


OOdS Amsterdam (KU 

'HUAZ RAILWAY TRAM 


Dtp. Amman ... 8:00 a.m. every Mpodq 
Air. Damascus 5:00 p jn. every M o**? 
Dtp. Damasnat 7-JO a.m. every S owl 
Arr. Amman .... 5^0p.m. crcrySaKOJ 


MARKET PRICES 

UppcnVowcr price in fils per Jg- 


£PPk 720/ 

Banana (Mukammar) 

Cabbage - 13>/« 

Carrot 3*V25a 

Cauliflower 220/ Wjj 

Cucumbers (large) 200 /U* 

Cucumbers (small) 420 / 3® 

Garlic WOfiOO 

Grapes -. 330/22 

Lemon 300 ^200 

Marrow (large) 250 

Marrow (small) 480 1/30Q® 

Mulukhiah lWJJ* 

Orange 50(V 30® 

Onion (dry) 2lffl 1 J® 

Sweet Melon 2W * 

Pepper (hot) 220 { 

Pepper (sweet) 300 

Pomegranate 360/ 

Peaches BOOT M® 

Tomato 13 ®Jn 

Watermelon 70/ 58 
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Visiting Malaysian premier to conclude 


agreements, raise level of bilateral ties 


ly i Jordaa Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
Malaysia are expected to con- 
clude a series of agreements 
(hiring die current visit of 
Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad which 
are expected to increase the 
level of bilateral relations, 
officials said Friday. 

They said senior officials 
from both sides were putting 
the final touches on the 
agreements, which cover 
trade, exchange of expertise, 
preferential treatment of 
each others’ goods, en- 
couragement of investments 
and cooperation in technical, 
scientific, cultural and reli- 
gious affairs. 

“It is premature to discuss 
the precise details of the 
agreements since the discus- 
sions are continuing,'" said 
Tarmidz Hashim, a senior 
member of the delegation 
accompanying the Malaysian 
premier, who arrived here 
late Thursday. 

The delegation includes 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Abdullah Faze], Minister for 
International Trade Rafida 
Aziz, Minister of Trade and 
Industry Len King Yeik and 
Minister of Tourism Sabarud- 
dm . 

Mr. Mahathir visited the 
tomb of the late King Abdul- 
lah on Friday. 

He also visited the ancient 
city of Petra and the Dead 
Sea. 

The Malaysian premier, 
who has gained an interna- 
tional reputation as a tough 
negotiator and statesman, is 
scheduled to begin official 
talks here on Saturday. 

His Majesty King Hussein 



Malaysan Prime Minister Mahathir Moham- of King Talal. Tourism Minister Mohammad 
mad (second from right) Friday recites verses Adwan is standing next to Dr. M ahathir (Petra 
of the Koran wbOe paying respects at the tomb photo) 


is expected to receive Mr. 
Mahathir, who is on his first 
visit to Jordan as Malaysian 
prime minister. 

Also expected to figure 
high in Mr. Mahathir's talks 
here are means to increase 
Malaysian imports from Jor- 
dan, establishing joint pro- 
jects, and diversification of 
trade. 

At present Jordanian ex- 
ports to Malaysia include 
phosphates and potash, 
medicine, vegetables, fruits 
and garments, while the 
Kingdom imports Malaysian 
wood, rubber, vegetable oil 
and coconuts and related pro- 
ducts. 

Possible joint ventures 
under consideration include a 
vegetable oil processing 
plant, maritime transporta- 
tion, garments, electronics 


and fertilisers. Also being 
studied are industries that de- 
pend on local raw materials, 
phosphates and potash in Jor- 
dan's case. 

Jordan and Malaysia, both 
members of the Jeddah- 
based Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC), are also 
seeking to increase coopera- 
tion in religious affairs, in- 
cluding Awqaf Affairs. 
Zakat, pilgrimages to Saudi 
Arabia, religious preaching 
and instruction and an Isla- 
mic civilisation festival. 

Exchanging teaching staff 
and extending facilities to 
students from both sides, stu- 
dent scholarships, and ex- 
change of teaching staff, sci- 
entists and experts will also 
be discussed. 

Jordan is also expected to 
give training to Malaysian 


teachers at the Kingdom's 
institutions. 

In addition, cooperation in 
tourism affairs, with certain 
emphasis on religious tour- 
ism, and airiinks between the 
countries are also expected to 
be reviewed during the 
Malaysian premier's stay 
here. 

Royal Jordanian, the 
national carrier, now flies to 
Kuala Lumpur, the Malay- 
sian capital, under an 
arrangement with the Malay- 
sian airlines. 

Also expected to be 
announced during Mr. 
Mahathir’s visit to Jordan is a 
decision to establish perma- 
nent embassies in Amman 
and Kuala Lumpur. At pre- 
sent, Malaysia maintains an 
honorary consulate in Am- 
man. 


Saudi businessman wins media company lease 


By Cathy King 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Saudi business- 
man and owner of Arab 
Radio and Television, Sheikh 
Saleh Kamal, has won the 
lease of studios and equip- 
ment of Jordan Company for 
Television, Radio and Cine- 
ma Production, according to 
Fahed Fanek, head of the 
management committee. 

In an effort to avert finan- 
cial ruin, the production com- 
pany announced its leasing 
plan in mid-September. 

Sheikh Saleh’s offer of 

S500.000 annually was 
accepted and a four-year 
lease was approved by the 
mangement committee, fol- 
lowing 10 days of delibera- 
tion since the closing date for 
the submission of bids. Dr. 
Fanek said Friday. 

Despite tbe lease, technical 
staff will be retained and 
their current salaries, which 


are not high, are likely to 
increase three-fold under 
Sheikh Saleh, Dr. Fanek 
added. 

He said that there had 
been a second bidder in the 
contest, but was unable to 
disclose the name of the com- 
pany. Tbe offer made was too 
low to be considered serious- 
ly, he said. 

As a result of the lease , Dr. 
Fanek said, the company may 
need restructuring, but as yet 
there were no concrete plans. 
A new board of directors will 
be elected in December to 
replace the management 
committee which was 
appointed in July to confront 
the company’s problems. 

He also said the future of 
the company would be consi- 
dered at a later date, but for 
the time being majority own- 
ership would remain in the 
bands of the government and 
government-guided agencies. 

Foreign loans, which have 


burdened the company and 
largely contributed to its pre- 
sent state of insolvency, will 
remain an independent issue, 
said Dr. Fanek. 

In an interview earlier this 
month with Jawad Maraqeh, 
general -manager of the pro- 
■ducation company, he ex- 
pressed hope that the lease 
would cover the loans, which 
amount to JDI8 million. 

In a more recent interview, 
Mr. Maraqeh acknowledged 
speculation regarding his res- 
ignation from the company. 
He declined to give reasons 
and would not say when he 
expected to leave or which 
company he intends to join. 

The expanding Middle 
East Broadcasting Centre 
(MBC) in London, a com- 
petitor of Sheikh Saleh's 
Italian-based Arab Radio 
and Television, is said to be 
among a number of com- 


panies who have offered 
a position. 

In recent years, despite 
aspiration of the project 
itiaters to create pan- 
production studios, pn 
tion levels gradually drc 
off, . virtually coming tc. 
standstill. This was pa; 
attributable to the accumui. 
tion of debts resulting from 
over-expenditure on equip- 
ment and construction of the 
building housing two 600- 
square- metre studios, the 
cost of which more than dou- 
bled the original capital. 

When asked if he expected 
production levels to increase 
on account of the lease. Dr. 
Fanek told the Jordan Times 
that this would no longer be a 
matter of concern to the com- 
pany. 

It is hoped that the leasing 
of the studios will guide the 
production company into a 
new era of success. 


Government measure aims to 
preempt industry tax 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Finance 
Minister Sami Gammoh 
said Friday a recent gov- 
ernment decision to lower 
the threshold of general 
sales tax for some indus- 
tries was aimed at preemp- 
ting tax evasion mostly by 
manufacturers of alcoholic 
beverages. 

According to the deci- 
sion, manufacturers of cer- 
tain products have to regis- 
ter with the Ministry of 
Finance’s Department of 
General Sales Tax as 
potential taxpayers even if 
their annual sales were 
worth less than JD 10,000. 

The General Sales Tax 
(GST) law, adopted in mid- 
1994, exempts all produc- 
tion facilities with an 
annual turnover of less 
than JD 100,000. In effect, 
the government derision 
brought this down to JD 

10.000 and specified those 
industries where this lower 


ceiling would apply. 

“The move is mostly 
aimed at the alcohol and 
spirits industry,’’ Mr. Gam- 
moh told the Jordan Times 
on Friday. “The objective 
is to counter tax evasion." 

The earlier provision left 
the door open for manufac- 
turers with more than JD 

100,000 worth of annual 
turnover to split into smal- 
ler units with lower turnov- 
ers and thus escape from 
being covered under tbe 
tax, Mr. Gammoh noted. 

“There was nothing to 
stop a manufacturer from 
registering his production 
unit as constituting 10 or 20 
different commercial en- 
tities with turnovers less 
than the threshold original- 
ly stipulated in the law," 
the minister explained. 

Mr. Gammoh did not say 
whether the move was 
prompted by the discovery 
of specific cases of tax eva- 
sion. 

In addition to alcohol 
and spirits, other industries 


targeted in the move in- 
clude cement, steel for 
building purposes, lubri- 
cant oils and tobacco pro- 
ducts. The range of tax is 
between seven and 20 per 
cent. 

Tbe tax law, described by 
the government as part of a 
comprehensive tax reform 
package, also sets specific 
rates for distinctly specified 
products under particular 
categories. 

The GST is part of the 
economic restructuring 
programme under way in 
Jordan under the supervi- 
sion of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
the World Bank. 

The General Sales Tax 
replaced a consumption tax 
with took effect in 1992, 
but broadened the base of 
taxation and set a ceiling of 
20 per cent compared with 
the 60 per cent ceiling in 
the consumption tax law. 

The government expects 
to collect around JD 170 to 
JD 180 million annually 



Sami Gammoh 

through the sales tax, 
around the same as the 
consumption tax, Mr. 
Gammoh has said. 

The second phase of the 
law, under its provisions, 
will be implemented in five 
years from the first phase 
and would involve a gener- 
al value added tax system 
coupled with taxation of 
the service sector. 


Moroccan trade team 
arrives for talks 


Police arrest suspect 
in vengeance killing 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Jordanian-Moroccan Econo- 
mic Committee today opens 
three-day meeting in Amman 
to discuss trade and economic 
relations and look into means 
of adjusting the balance of 
trade between both coun- 
■ ies. 

Edris Harto, the Moroccan 
.linister 1 of industry and 
rade, and his Jordanian 
-ounterpart Rima Khalaf, 
-ill co-chair the committee 
eeting which, according to 
-listn sources here, will 
•nate in the signing of a 
rade agreement. 

. Hatto, who arrived 
Thursday, said that the 
committee, will dedi- 
its efforts towards in- 
• sing the volume of ex- 
- --oged goods between the 
"./b countries. 


He said his visit to Jordan 
will allow him to examine the 
Kingdom's progress in indus- 
try and trade and hold talks 
that would contribute to re- 
moving trade barriers. 

Mr. Hano said he will pre- 
sent Jordanian officials with 
the results of the Moroccan 
experiment in privatisation of 
businesses and the removal of 
trade restrictions with other 
countries. 

In addition the minister 
said he would discuss Jor- 
dan's participation in an in- 
ternational economic confer- 
ence due to be held in Casab- 
lanca this month with the 
participation of delegates 
from 60 nations. 

Minister Khalaf and other 
senior officials met- the 
Moroccan minister upon his 


By Rana Hussefni 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Police in 
Madaba have arrested a 
22-year-old man charged 
with the shooting death of 
Mlawah S.K. (65) as he left 
the criminal court in Jabal 
Hussein Thursday after tes- 
tifying in a case involving 
the death of the suspect's 
father. 

According to a police 
official, the suspect, 
Mohammad A. A., acted 
out of vengeance. He said 
that last Feb. 10. an argu- 
ment between two Madaba 
families over the use of . 
grazing lands resulted in 
the exchange of gunfire 
which claimed the life of 
Mohammad's father. 

Thursday’s shooting vic- 
tim was one of the witnes- 
ses testifying in the case, 
the police official ex- 
plained. 

An eyewitness told the 
Jordan Times, “the victim 
sat in the back seat of a car, 
and as the vehicle began 
moving, a man suddenly 
ran towards it and started 
shooting at the back win- 
dow." 


He said that the assailant j 
ran past him, and started 
shooting into the air, “so 
that no one would follow 
him, and then he dis- 
appeared around the cor- 
ner." 

Police said that earlier a 
relative of the suspect, had 
turned himself in claiming 
that he was responsible for 
the killing. The relative was 
a minor and therefore he 
would not be subject to the 
same penalties as an adult. 

A police official told the 
Jordan Times that both 
men were in custody. He 
added that the two families 
involved in the feud origi- 
nating in February are both 
under police protection un- 
til further investigation into 
tbe case. 

This is the second act of 
vengeance to be reported 
in the Kingdom in the same 
month. On Sept. 8, a 13- 
year-old vendetta between 
two tribes left five people 
dead during a wedding pro- 
cession. C)ne of the five 
killed was a 22-year-old 
woman who was sitting in 
her ranch at the time of the 
incident. She was shot 
accidentally by a stray bul- 
let in the crossfire. 


arrival Thursday. 
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Germany grants Yarmouk University JD 15,000 

AMMAN — The government of the Federal Republic of 
Germany has granted nearly JD 15,000 for erecting a steel 
structure frame, covered with transparent sheets, for the 
courtyard of the Museum of Jordanian Heritage at Yar- 
mouk University, according to Ingrid Liedgens, first 
secretary at the German embassy in Amman. Mrs. 
Liedgens made the announcement in a letter to Yarmouk 
University President Marwan Kamal, informing him also 
that the donation would also cover the cost of filter foils for 
window screening as well as two thermohygrographs. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


SEMINAR AND LECTURE 

^ Seminar entitled “Islam and Christian- 
ity'’ by Pastor Dr. Andreas Feldtkller 
(discussing the status of Christianity in 
Islamic societies) at Goethe-institut at 7:00 
p.m. 

T Lecture in Arabic entitled “Why Imple- 
mentation of the Middle Eastern System 
Now And How To Confront It?” by Dr. 
Munir Hamarnefa at Abdul Hameed Sbo- 
man Foundation in Jabal Amman at 6:00 
p.m. 

FILM 

Film entitled “A Stranger At Home*' at 
Darat A1 Funun of the Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation in Jabal Luweibdeh 
at 6:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

r Ceramics exhibition by Hameed Abdul 
Mfajeed at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

r Two exhibitions of abstract art by Ramzi A 
Sayid and Mohammad Salim at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

* Photography exhibition at the University of 
Jordan, 


Fourth Amman International Book Exhibi- 
tion at tbe International Exhibition Centre, 
University Road (Tel. 650601). 

Exhibition of paintings by Iraqi artist 
Wadhah AJ Ward at the Phoenix Gallery 
for Culture and Art, Wasfi Tal Street (TeL 
695291). 

Exhibition of digital (computer! art by Dr. 
Shamil Kubba, Omar Shahuan, and 
Karam Annah at Ain Art Gallery, Wadi 
Saqra Street (Tel. 644451). 

Exhibition of parting s by Dia Azzawi at 
Ab’ad Art Gallery (Tel. 862105). 
Exhibition of works by Farouq Zadeh 
entitled “Faces, Places, and Ideas” at 
Goethe-institut (Tel. 641993). 

Exhibition of oil pamtingc by Kamal Bo al- 
ia ta entitled '“Duets, Quartets, and a 
Triangle'' at Darat A1 Funun of the Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation in Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Also showing “permanent ex- 
hibition of 56 Arab contemporary artists 
(Tel. 643251/2). 

Exhibition by artist Nadim Muhsin at tbe 
French Cultural Centre. 

“The Diness Exhibit” — beginnings of 
photography in Jerusalem and the Holy 
Land at the American Center exhibition 
hall. Abdoun. 
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Plague kills 2 in New Delhi; 
suspected cases found in U.K. 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Two 
deaths from plague were re- 
ported here Friday, the first 
outside western India, as the 
discovery of suspected cases 
of the disease in Britain 
sparked fears it may have 
spread beyond Indian shores. 

Britain's chief medical 
officer said eight people who 
recently visited India had 
shown possible plague-tike 
symptoms and undergone 
tests. Three were cleared 
while results were pending 
from the five others. 

-'The announcement 
appeared certain to exacer- 
bate the growing internation- 
al isolation India is facing 
following the outbreak of 
pneumonic plague, which has 
left 52 people dead and sent 
■nearly 1,500 to hospital. 

Eight more countries Fri- 
day joined the long list of 
nations performing compul- 
sory medical tests on people 
arriving from India. 

The government 
announced that state health 
secretaries would meet Satur- 
day to come up with a com- 
prehensive plan to prevent a 
further spread of the highly 
infectious disease. 

According to the health 
authorities here, a total of 
1.463 people in six of India’s 
25 states and the capital were 
suspected to be suffering 
from pneumonic plague or 
the less virulent bubonic vari- 
ety. 

Thousands of passengers 


were stranded In New Delhi 
and in Bombay after several 
international airlines sus- 
pended flights to and from 
the country because of the 
epidemic. 

An 18-year-old boy and a 
five-year-old boy died of the 
disease Monday and Thnrs- 
day at New Delhi's 
government-run All India In- 
stitute of Medical Sciences 
(AHMS), hospital spokes- 
man- B.K. Dash told AFP. 

They were the first deaths 
in the capital from the pla- 
gue, which has claimed 50 
fives in the industrial city of 
Surat in the western state of 
Gujarat since Sept. 20. 

Mr. Dash said the Delhi 
victims were both residents of 
the capital. He said doctors 
had not yet been able to 
establish how the victims 
were infected or whether 
they had been to Surat. 

He said that a 20-year-old 
woman who came to the hos- 
pital Thursday with swollen 
glands had tested positive for 
bubonic plague, “but dis- 
appeared before she could be 
taken to the isolation ward.” 

The authorities have dosed 
schools and movie -theatres in 
New Delhi until at least Oct. 
15 in a bid to contain the 
outbreak of plague. 

At least 19 cases of 
pneumonic plague, which 
affects the lungs and is trans- 
mitted by coughing or sneez- 
ing, have been confirmed in 
New Delhi, where there has 


been a run on pharmacies 
selling antibiotics. 

People could be seen on 
die streets of the capital Fri- 
day with handkerchiefs and 
scarves over their noses and 
months. — 

Several Indian cities have 
been gripped by a plague 
panic despite official cl aim s 
that the disease had been 
largely confined to western 
Indian and would be wiped 
out in about 10 days. 

In London, the British gov- 
ernment's chief medical offic- 
er Kenneth Caiman said the 
discovery of suspected plague 
cases was “no cause for 
alarm.” 

“It illustrates our surveill- 
ance measures are working,” 
he said. “If any cases of the 
plague are confirmed they 
will be treated effectively 
with routinely available anti- 
biotics." 

A solitary . case was re- 
ported earlier from Germany 
but it was not confirmed. 

Taiwan meanwhile sus- 
pended India-bound tour 
groups and beefed up har- 
bour and airport inspections, 
an official said in Taipei. 
Incoming ships will have to 
use rat-traps and harbour 
officials would step up checks 
on cargo. 

Bangladesh, China, Israel, 
the Philippines, Sri Lanka 
and Thailand enforced 
medical checks on travellers 
from India and Nepal and 


Malaysia halted flights to 
Bombay. 

A batch of 1,173 Sri Lank- 
ans being repatriated by In- 
dia were allowed to dis- 
embark at the port town of 
Trincomaiee Friday but 
would be quarantined for a 
week, a health official said in 
Colombo. 

The epidemic prompted 
Togolese President Gnassmg- 
be Eyadcma to cut short tus 
trip to India Thursday and 
cancel visits to the Taj Mahal 
town of Agra, Indian officials 
said Friday. 

Indian officials ex pressed 
concern meanwhile over the 
economic impact of die pla- 
gue outbreak and the loss of 
export earnings because of 
the air and shipping bans 
imposed by Middle Eastern 
and Gulf states. 

They branded the snapping 
of sea and air links by Gulf 
and other nations as “unwar- 
ranted” and an “oveneac- 
tion” to the first outbreak of 
plague in India in 28 years. 

Flag-carrier Air India has 
suspended its flights to the 
Gun, where an estimated one 
million Indians are em- 
ployed, after Saudi Arabia, 
Oman, Qatar, Kuwait, 
Bahrain and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) banned 
planes from India. 

Egypt and Yemen have 
also cut off flights to and 
from India and the UAE has 
stopped issuing visas to Indi- 
ans. 
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A doctor and nurses take care of one of the 
nine newly admitted plague-stricken p a tients 
in Sand Clvfl Hospital. The death toll from the 


pneumonic plague epidemic has reached 52 in 
western India (AFP photo) 


2 killed in Milan building collapse 


MILAN, Italy (R) — At least 
two people were killed Friday 
when a seven-storey building 
collapsed after an explosion 
in Italy's financial capital and 
police said more victims 
might be buried beneath the 
nibble. 

Sabino Battista, a Carabi- 
nieri paramilitary police com- 
mander at the scene, said a 
gas leak may have caused the 
blast which brought down an 
entire side of the building on 
the junction of a main road 
into the city centre from die 
north. 

“There are two deaths but 
maybe more because the 
building has collapsed onto a 
(snack) bar and we don't 
know who was inside,” Mr. 
Battista said. 


“Perhaps it was a gas leak 
but if s too early to be sure.” 

At least 60 firemen equip- 
ped with earth movers work- 
ed at the scene to search for 
survivors. 

Initial reports said as many 
as 12 people were hurt. Staff 
at Milan's San Raffaele Hos- 
pital said three of the victims 
had been rushed to die hos- 
pital for emergency surgery 
for serious injuries. 

Fire brigade officials in- 
itially said die building con- 
sisted of four storeys. 

It collapsed at around 20 

a.m. (0900 GMT). 

“There was an enormous 
plume of dust going way up 
unto 'the sky, a strong smell of 
gqs and absolute silence,” 
said Enrico Gastakfi, a wit- 


ness who reached the scene 
before police. 

He said die bar, situated 
on a ground floor corner of 
die budding, was normally 
full at the time die blast 
occurred. 

Dust from the collapse co- 
vered cars up to 100 metres 
from the scene and personal 
belongings hung from broken 
floorboards poking from the 
rubble of the building. 

Budding collapses caused 
by gas blasts are a relatively 
frequent occurence in Italy. 

In July, 27 people, most of 
them elderly, were killed 
when an old people’s home at 
Motta Visconti, about 35 
kilometres southeast of 
Milan, was flattened by a gas 
blast. 


2 top Azeri officials assassinated 


BAKU (R) — Army, police 
and security forces were put 
on alert on Friday in Azerbai- 
jan’s capital Baku after two 
top officials were murdered in 
separate attacks. 

The parliament chairman 
of die former Soviet republic, 
Rasul Guliyev, told national 
television that unidentified 
gunmen had shot dead his 
deputy, Afiyaddin Jalilov, 
and President Haydar 
Aliyev’s security chief, Sham- 
si Ragtmov. 

Mr. Guliyev accused poli- 
tical opponents of Mr. Aliyev 
of trying to destabilise the 
country days after it signed a 
$7 billion international con- 
tract to develop three major 
oil fields in the Caspian Siea. 

Mr. Guliyev said Mr. Jali- 
lov died in hospital an hour 
after his car was attacked 
Thursday by the gunman 
armed with an automatic 


rifle. The driver died on the 
spot. The assassin escaped. 

Mr. Jalilov, 48, a former 
Communist official in the 
Transcaucasian republic, 
was known as a dose associ- 
ate of Mr. Aliyev. The Azeri 
leader is the United States 
where he attended die Un- 
ited Nations General Assem- 
bly. 

Mr. Guliyev said Mr. Ragi- 
mov was gunned down two 
hours after the murder of 
Jalilov. He said the assassin 
also escaped but gave no 
farther details. 

“The assassinations were 
staged by traitors, who want 
to take power in Azerbaijan 
through crime,” he said. 

“They were ^staged by 
those forces resisting political 
stabilisation in the republic 
and enraged by recent succes- 
ses of Azerbaijan, including a 


string of recent contracts.” 

Baku and an international 
oil consortium, which in- 
cludes British Petroleum, 
Statoil, Amoco, Unocal, 
Pennzoil, Ramco, McDer- 
mott, Turkish Petroleum and 
Russia’s Lukoil Conglomer- 
ate, signed the Caspian con- 
tract 10 days ago. 

A day after' the signing 
former Defence Minister 
Ragim Gaziyev, who was 
tried in court for huge milit- 
ary losses last year in a war 
over die breakaway enclave 
of Nagorno-Karabakh, 
escaped from prison with bis 
associates. 

Police and. army units set 
up check points Friday morn- 
ing at all exits from Baku in a 
search for the assassins. 
Security forces were also 
bunting the gunmen in the 
city, a police spokesman said. 



Tight security for Nasreen 


LISBON (AFP) — A tight security ring has 
hwn put round Bangladesh novelist Tasfima 
Nasreen, threatened with death by refigkms 
f undam entalists at heme, during her appear- 
ance at a writers' conference here. Ms. Nas- 
reen, who left Bangladesh for Sweden on Aag. 
10 after being accused of blasphemy, is pro- 
tected by three plain -clothes policemen who 
accompany her everywhere. She travels 
around in a special mini- bus, escorted by two 
unmarked police cars* Ms. Nasreen, 32, 
caused a stir Thursday when she ashed jour- 
nalists to leave a session of. the International 


Parliament of Writers (IPW), saying she did 
not want publicity. Another writer sentenced 
to death by Islamic fundamentalists as wefl as 
to an eight-year prison sentence by authorities 
In Us country, Alaa Hamed of Egypt, urged 
that the IPW set op a tribunal to investigate 
human rights abuses. The parliament, the first 
since the IPW was set up in Strasbourg tost 
year, ended Friday. The picture shows Ms. 
Nasreen speaking to reporters during the IPW 
Dieting at the Cakmste Gulbeukian Founda- 
tion in Lisbon (AFP photo) 


Cholera 
rampant In 
N. Korea’ 

SEOUL (AFP) — A severe 
outbreak of cholera has hr 1 . 
North Korea, spreading 
throughout the country from 
the eastern coastal areis 
where it broke out in mid- 
September, South Kore^’i in- 
telligence chief Khn Du.k slid 
Friday. — 

Mr. Kim, head of tivr 
National Security Placuhi; 
Agency, said the disease tree 
hit die capital city of Pyon- 
gyang and halted the opera- 
tion of some rail services near 
die southwestern port of 
Haejn- 

Mr. Kim Duk, addressing 
die National Assembly here, 
expressed concern that there 
may be many victims of the 
outbreak, adding, without 
elaborating, that the North 
Jacked the medicines to cope 
with it. 

Vast areas around Pyon- 
gyang and the northeastern 
coastal city of Hamhnng had 
also been affected, Mr. Kim 
said. 

Earlier this week the Rus- 
sian news agency, ITAR- 
TASS, reported from Pyon- 
gyang that the northern port 
of Nampo had been dosed to 
foreigners without explana- 
tion from the authorities. The 
agency quoted diplomats in 
Pyongyang as speculating 
that the closure had been 
forced by a cholera outbreak. 

Nampo is abont 45 
kilometres from Pyongyang. 

The reclusive Stalinist stale 
has to date made no com- 
ment through its official 
media on any outbreak of 
disease, and Mr. Kim gave no 
indication of the source of his 
information. 

But the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) said in 
Geneva Thursday that 
cholera was raging in eastern 
Europe with 112 deaths re- 
ported worldwide in the past 
week. 

The WHO report said 
cholera outbreaks were be- 
lieved to be more widespread 
than available figures snowed 
because some countries had 
not identified it, or were 
trying to hush it op. 


Former French premier probed in scandal 


PARIS (Agencies) — For- 
mer French Socialist Prime 
Minister Laurent Fabins was 
placed under investigation 
Friday for being an accom- 
plice to poisoning in a test of 
whether the g o vernment can 
be blamed for AIDS-tainted 
blood tr ansfusi ons. 

Judges ordered Mr. 
Fabius, 48, to be probed over 
his role in the 1985 scandal in . 
vhich half of France’s 2^00 
haemophiliacs were infected 
with the AIDS virus by trans- 
fusions from state blood 
banks. ■: 

Mr. Fabius, whom the vic- 
tims of con t ami nati on accuse 
of stalling in introducing tests 
for blood donations when he 
was prime m inister m 1984- 
86, denied any gnOt as he left 
die courthouse. “I took die 
decision that was needed,” 
he told reporters. 

Mr. Fabius is the highest- 
ranking official to be probed 
in die emotionally charged 
scandal which contributed to 
die Socialists 1993 election 
rout. A simitar investigation 
was opened earlier tins week 


into his former minis ters of 
soma] affairs, Georgina 
Dufoix, and health, Edmond 
Herve. 

The three face possible 
rfiHrg w carrying a m a x i mum 
penalty of 30 years in jafl. 
But the investigation does 
not automatically lead to pro- 
secution. 

More than 400 haemophi- 
liacs have died from the 
tainted transfusions. 

Meanwhile, embattled 
French Industry Minister 
Gerard Longnet rounded on 
his accusers in an interview 
.Friday, pledging to prove his 
innocence of corruption 
allegations over die building 
of his Saint Tropez villa. 

As p res sure continued on 
him to resign, Mr. Longnet 
told die dauy Le Figaro that 
be would not be hounded out 
of office by press criticism, 
saying it has breached his 
right to be presumed inno- 
cent until proven guilty. 

But Mr. Longnet, a key 
.supporter of the right-wing 
go v er nm e n t of Prime Minis- 
ter Edouard BaQadnr, said he 


would stand down if he was 
charged in connection with 
the scandal. 

He said that, “if it is neces- 
sary and out of respect and 
solidarity with Edouard Bal- 
ladur, I will apply die rules 
which the prime minister 
established when he formed 
his government,” and resign. 

Mr. Longnet was accused 
in a leaked report by an 
anti-corr u ption magistrate to 
have purchased the Saint 
TropeaL vffia at below foe 
market priz e .in a co rrup t 
deaL 

Justice Minister Pierre 
Mehaignerie ordered further 
inquiries Monday, saying he 
would take a decision over 
charges at the end of October 
—a decision seen by critics as 
an attempt to cover up the 
affair . 

In the Figaro interview Fri- 
day, Mr. Longuet said “if I 
had resigned after die judge’s 
report, die affair would have 
stopped there. But a man 
cannot be condemned with- 
out being judged. 


Murayama faces opposition boycott 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama faced a substan- 
tial opposition parliamentary 
boycott Friday at the opening 
of a 65-day extraordinary ses- 
sion aimed at pushing 
through taxation and elector- 
al reform lulls. 

A total 181 opposition par- 
ty members — representing 
more than a third of the 
511-seat lower house — did 
not show up after failing to 
agree with the ruling coali- 
tion on a schedule and on 
securing key positions in Diet 
committees. 

It was the firt time in 28 
years that Japanese opposi- 
tion parties boycotted the 
opening of a parliamentary 
session. 

After his policy speech, 
Mr. Murayama said “it was 
regrettable” that the opposi- 
tion MPs did not attend the 
session during winch parlia- 
ment is to (toil with taxation 
and electoral re fo rm bills. 

A series of political reform 
bills, aimed at reducing cor- 
ruption and reviewing elec- 
toral districts, were presented 


to parliament earlier tins year 
and are expected to go to a 
third reading. 

Tax reform bills, inducting 
a consumption tax bite from 
the c ur rent three per cent to 
five per cent in 1997 to help 
offset declines in government 
revenue stemming from an 
ageing population, will be 
formally presented to parlia- 
ment for the first time. 

Mr. Murayama, embarras- 
sed tty the boycott, delivered 
fads secondpolicy speech since 
taking office in June in a 
coalition between his Social 
Democratic Party and the 
New Party Sakigake. 

He pledged to decrease the 
influence of the nation’s 
powerful bureaucracy and 
promote politician-led re- 


“Politidans should proride 
direction and strong lead- 
ership for reform and... the 
bureacuracy should draw up 
on its expertise to faithfully 
flesh out these policies,” Mr. 
Murayama said. 

“Nor may we forget the 
desirable division of roles be- 


tween politics and the 
bureacuracy,” he added in 
reply to continued criticism 
that Japan’s - bureaucracy is 
often seen as dominating 
politics by manip ulating the 
political agenda. 

On the economic front, 
Mr. Murayama said he hoped 
to enact Laws relating to the 
Uruguay Round of the 
General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT), 
under which Japan is to par- 
tially open its rice market. 

Sparing few words for 
ongoing Japan-U.S. trade 
talks, Mr. Murayama said: 
“The two governments are 
currently having earnest dis- 
cussions in good faith under 
the Japan-U.S. framework 
(talks) in Washington in 
order to bring about a suc- 
cessful conclusion to the 
talks.” 

The talks, aimed at further 
opening the Japanese market 
to U.S. goods and services, 
are currently bogged down 
on the issues of government 
p ro cur em ent, insurance and 
automotive parts. 


Former DEA chief: Colombia is a ‘narco- democracy’ 


BOGOTA (AFP) — A for- 
mer local U.S. Drag Enforce- 
ment Administration (DEA) 
chief has accused President 
Ernesto Semper, his govern- 
ment and the justice system 
of being in the pay of drug 
traffickers. 

“I believe not a single Col- 
ombian institution has 
escaped infiltration by drug 
traffickers," Joe Toft said in 
a television interview broad- 
cast late Thursday. 

He said “narco- 
democracy” was an apt de- 
scription of Colombia, 
adding that the fight against 
drugs, in which the DEA has 
been actively involved, "has 
been lost in Colombia." 

The comments of the for- 
mer DEA chief in Colombia 
prompted angry rebukes 
from Mr. Semper and U.S. 
Ambassador Myles Frechet- 
te. 


The president’s office flatly 
denied Mr. Toft's “offen- 
sive” statements and deman- 
ded explanations from 
Washington for such a “de- 
plorable incident.” 

Frechette said Mr. Toffs' 
remarks did not reflect the 
views of die U.S. government 
or the DEA, adding that if 
Mr. Toft had not left Col- 
ombia Thursday morning, “I 
would have expelled him 
from the U.S. mission.’' 

Mr. Toft, who served as 
DEA chief here for seven 
years, was interviewed before 
he boarded a flight for the 
United States. 

Among other accusations, 
Mr. Toft said Mr. Sempefs 
election campaign earlier this 
year had been partly funded 
by the notorious Cali cocaine 
cartel, and that his predeces- 
sor Cesar Garina bad col- 


luded in hiding the facts. 

Before Mr. Semper won 
the June 19 elections, a tape 
recording was made available 
to the media in which a drug 
trafficker told a journalist 
that Mr. Semper’ s campaign 
had received millions of dol- 
lars from the Cali cartel. Mr. 
Semper has insistently denied 
the allegations. 

Mr. Toft also accused 
Mr. Gaviria of tolerating the lav- 
ish prison lifestyle - allowed 
die late MedelHn cocaine car- 
tel chief Pablo Escobar be- 
fore his 1992 escape from his 
custom-built jail in Envigado. 
Mr. Escobar was killed a y ea r 
later in a shootout* with 
police. 


^SSTGaviria, who was con- 
stitutionally banned from 
seeking reelection this year, 
now heads the Washington- 
based Organisation of Amer- 


ican States. 

The former DEA chief said 
that drug traffickers and 
especially the Cali cartel ex- 
erted an unbelievable control 
over Colombia’s economy 
and politics, adding that 
many political leaders were in 
its pay. 

He said the drug barons 
played a key role in baring 
the new Colombian constitu- 
tion ban the extradition of 
Colombian drug traffickers 
sought by foreign govern- 
ments, in particular by the 
United States. 

Mr. Toft said the Cali car- 
tel — named after the city 
which serves as its base * — 
was just as violent as its late 
rival in Medellin, and that 
even if its reputed leader 
Gilbert Rodriguez were 
arrested, his money and in- 
fluence would keep him out 
of jafl. 


Ousted Paris 
opera director f 
offers to work 
for free 

PARIS (AFP) — South 
rean conductor Myuug-. 
Whum Chung, ousted as 
musical director of the Paris 
Opera last month, repeated 
late Wednesday his otfar -to 
work for free if the opera 
agrees to take him bacfcrliia- 
statement to AFP, be said he 
would be willing to con ti nue 
to act as musical director 
“ wi tho u t remuneration fill 

the end of his contract” 
Chung, who made 1m offer 
Monday, r eiter a ted it follow- 
ing a statement by France’s 
Culture Ministry Tuesday 
which showed that the opera 
paid Chung nine mulioa 
francs (SI .7 mflHon) on Sept. 
22, following an agreement 
between the two parties. 
Chung said if his proposal to 
work for nothing txfl the year 
2,000 was accepted, he would 
“immediately return the 
money the French state owes 
him.” Forty-one-year-old 
Qiung, brother of toe violin • 
ist Kyung-Wha Chung and 
now a U.S. c itizen, was sack- 
ed after be refused to re- 
negotiate his contract, wtodb 
dates from Dec. 22, 1992 and 
expired in August 2000. 
Under his contact, Chung re- 
ceived 88,000 francs 
(517,600) a night for 30 per- 
formances a season, as well 
as various other dements 
which make up a global pay 
package of 40 mflfion franc 
over me six years. Under a 
court-brokered co m pro m ise, 
the opera will pay Chung a 
gplden handshake of 


10 milli on francs (S1.8 
lion), according to a union, 
source at the opera. 

Indonesia bans 
True Lies 

JAKARTA (AP) — Indone- 
sian censors hare banned a 
U.S. comedy-action film; 
True Lies, after some Muslim 
leaders said it insults Islam. 
The film, which had been 
playing to full bouses for the 
past two weeks, wifl be pulled 
out of theatres Saturday, 
Soekanto, executive director 
of flie Film Censorship 
Board, told reporters Friday. 
Starring Arnold Schwar- 
zenegger, True Lies is about 
an American hero’s fight 
against a Middle Eastern ter- 
rorist group called the Crim- 
son Jihad. Jihad, an Arabic 
term meaning “true fighter,” 
is often used m Islamic coun- 
tries to describe a crusade. 
The usage in the film had 
offended some Muslim lead- 
ers here. “If die film is . 
allowed to con ti n ue , it is 
feared that it might destabil- 
ise and sow disharmony in 
society,” said Mr. Soeknnta 

Richard Dreyfuss ' 
directs Hamlet y 

LONDON (R)— HoOwyodd . 
star Richard Dreyfuss has 
made bis directorial debut 
staging Shakespeare*^ 
■tragedy Hamlet at a small 
English provincial theafafe. 
Dreyfuss said he was fulfiffing 
a 20-year-old dream with file . 
launch of Hamlet at the 378- 
seat Old Rep Theatre in fae. 
English midlands dty"=pf 
Birmingham. Dreyfuss, star 
of theHollwood blockbusters 
Jaws and Close Encounter; 
Of The Third Kind, agroedjp 
direct the tragedy after " 
in New York; 
Rep head Neal 
Dryefuss told London’s! 
pendent newspaper he 
thrilled with f 
and, recalling the 
lost to heavy drinking^ 
drags, said: “Woriringisl 
ter than snorting.’ 

Macbeth to hi 
line-by-line 
sponsors 

LONDON (R) — A ! 
theatre company is 
firms fine-by-line s] 
of Shakespeare’s 
but McDonalds have- 
down a “Big Mac 
for the bard” deaL 
dy Beggars Threats 
to raise £3,000 (54/P 
prod uction c< 
approaching firms 
to sponsor apprt 
speeches from the , 
tragedy. “McDonaldr 
very interested because i 
Big Mac thing but 
ciaed we were : 
enough,” Director 
Jameson told the 
But soap mauufs 
Colgate-Palmolive ha£_ 
ped up tile Km “Go gett 
water amt. wash ttos J 
witness from your 
Finns who match 
their products will 
space in the play’s . 
me, which also offers 
novel fund-raising _ 
friends ami supporters 
theatre can sponsor 
at one ponud (51 -i 
second. 
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- 3U.S.: Serbia still supplies Bosnia Serbs 




SEVILLE, Spain (R) — The 
United States said Friday that 
it thought Serbia had not 
--folly kept >ts promise to cut 

- ; off all supplies to Bosnia’s 

rebel Serbs and that some 
' supplies were still getting 
' -across the border. 

> . - U.S. Defence Secretary 
‘William Perry made the re- 
: :> marks at a news conference 
> -.following a meeting of 

- ■’ NATO defence ministers in 

this southern Spanish city. 

; r Meanwhile Bosnian Serbs 

- - accused the United Nations 

- Friday of siding with their 
enemies and vowed to keep 
blocking relief operations in 

" their domain until they got 
equal treatment. 

Momcilo Krajisnik, presi- 
dent of the separatist Serbs' 

- self-styled parliament, said 
; the leadership hoped to meet 

- .commanders of the U.N. 

- . protection Force Saturday to 
■^-reestablish a working rela- 

• tionship. 

Serb forces have grounded 
- : 3 U.N. airlift to the mostly 
Muslim capital Sarajevo with 
1 gunfire and halted U.N.aid 
envoys elsewhere since 
' NATO jets bombed a Serb 
--.position and U.N. sanctions 
^igainst the Serbs were strf- 
■ ~ened last week. 

A meeting between the 
JNPROFOR commander 

- md Bosnian Serb leaders due 
.Mo have been Thorday to try 
% o reopen the airport was 

. ancel led without expalan- 
. ^lon. 

- r “We are dissatisfied with 
' .JNPROFOR’s behaviour 
.ad our relations came under 

eview especially after Serb' 
ositions were bombed,” Mr. 


Krajisnik, part of the Bos- 
nian Serbs’ ruling troika, told 
the independent Serbian 
News Agency, Beta. 

Mr. Krajisnik said the Bos- 
nian Serbs' condition for lift- 
ing the convoy blockade 
would be for UNPROFOR to 
treat the Serbs just as they 
did their Muslim and Croat 
foes. 

He accused UNPROFOR 
of supporting Serb adversar- 
ies, an allusion to U.N. aid 
deliveries to mostly Muslim 
enclaves like Sarajevo from 
which government troops 
have attacked Serb forces re- 
cently despite a U.N. ban on 
heavy fighting there. 

“We cannot at this mo- 
ment treat the humanitarian 
needs of our foes with kind- 
ness,” said Mr. Krajisnik, a 
leading hardliner. 

He complained that UN- 
PROFOR had never com- 
plained about deficient aid 
deliveries to Serb civilians 
but did so whenever Muslim 
enclaves were suffering shor- 
tages. 

The U.N.’s main relief 
agency denies favouring Mus- 
lim over Serb territories in 
Bosnia, saying they receive 
roughly equal amounts of aid 
if convoys are allowed to run 
normally. 

U.N. aid convoys serve 
both the 70 per cent of Bos- 
nia held by Serbs and govern- 
ment enclaves scattered with- 
in that area. U.N. aid offi- 
cials say the Serbs are effec- 
tively denying aid to their 
own civilians with the block- 
ade. 

“UNPROFOR is equally 


important for us and Mus- 
lims. But it is inadmissible for 
us to treat the U.N. as a 
friend while It is passing re- 
solutions against us,” Mr. 
Krajisnik said. 

The U.N. Security Council 
quarantined Bosnian Serb 
territory from the outside 
world a week ago to punish 
them for their refusal to yield 
a third of their territory for a 
big power peace plan. 

At the same time, the 
Council began to ease sanc- 
tions against Serbian-led 
romp Yugoslavia as a reward 
for cutting off military and 
financial aid to the Bosnain 
Serbs. 

Mr. Krajisnik said the 
Security Council crackdown 
as well as NATO threats to 
step up bombings against 
Serbs with UNPROFOR’s 
approval would only prolong 
Bosnia’s ethnic war. 

“The hard line of our foes 
and mediators who sided with 
them has to change so that we 
can reach a solution. Insisting 
on these maps will lead to a 
resumption of war.'* 

He welcomed a reported 
French-initiative at the U.N. 
General Assembly in New 
York for a summit of Presi- 
dents Slobodoan Milosevic of 
Serbia, Franjo Tudjman of 
Croatia and Alija Izetbegovie 
of Bosnia to work out a peace 
deal. 

“But without the participa- 
tion of the three sides in 
Bosnia (itself) this problem 
cannot be solved. Mr. Izetbe- 
govic would not be the sole 
representative of Bosnia," 
Mr. Krajisnik said. 


Pakistan opposition wants new elections 


£• C ? 05l£ >\ARACHI (R) — Pakistani 
- c. : opposition leader Nawaz 

“ '* — “ ■ harif, pressing his campaign 
.. gainst the 11 -month-old 
/ 'ivemment of Prime Minis- 
r Benazir Bhutto, Thursday 
:manded fresh elections. 

'■'Mr. Sharif made the de- 
mand in a speech to a crowd 
- a few thousand people in 
‘ -ntral Karachi at the end of 

• ong motorcade drive after 
‘.thorities lifted a ban on his 

' try into the country’s com- 

• errial capital. 

- "• '-‘Smaller crowds turned out 
• ' ■ - anti-government marches 
other town, witnesses said. 
- • avemment spokesman cal- 
... -d the protest a failure. 


“People are determined to 
remove this government and 
have fresh elections,” Mr. 
Sharif said in his speech. 

Mr. Sharif accuses the gov- 
ernment of corruption and 
inefficiency and Thursday’s 
protests followed his train 
journey across the country 
and a partially-heeded call 
for general strike earlier this 
month to whip up his anti- 
Bhutto campaign. 

Ms. Bhutto, in turn accuses 
opposition politicians of agi- 
tating to save themselves 
from charges of financial cor- 
ruption dating to the time 
when Mr. Sharif was prime 
minister for 30 months until 


last July. 

“They may have 10 train 
marches, they may go on 
strikes 10 times but they will 
have to submit before law 
and account for their plun- 
der,” Ms. Bhutto said in a. 
speech Thursday at the Sind 
province town in Larkana. 

On Tuesday, the Sind pro- 
vincial government banned 
Mr. Sharif and five other 
opposition politicians from 
entering the volatile province 
for 10 days until Oct. 7. 

But. the authorities said 
they had lifted the ban before 
Mr. Sharif, who had vowed 
to defy it, flew into Karachi 
from his home town Lahore.. 


Yeltsin 
leaves 
Ireland 
after health 
scare 

SHANNON, Ireland (AFP) 
— Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin left Ireland for Mos- 
cow Friday after a brief stop- 
over in which he missed a 
meeting with Irish Prime 
Minister Alberto Reynolds 
and remained on his plane 
because he was what a Rus- 
sian official described as “ex- 
tremely tired.” 

Mr. Reynolds said after 
meeting instead with Russian 
First Deputy Prime Minister 
Oleg Soskovetz that Mr. 
Yeltsin bad remained aboard 
his aircraft on the orders of 
Mr. Yeltsin's doctors who 
said it would be better for 
him not to get off the plane. 

“He suffers from high 
blood pressure,” said Mr. 
Reynolds. “When a man is 
ill, a man is ill.” 

Mr. Reynolds added that 
he did not feel snubbed by 
the Russian president’s fai- 
lure to meet with him. 

A Dublin government 
spokesman said they had 
been told that Mr. Yeltsin 
had been sick and asleep 
aboard his plane, which ar- 
rived here an hour late from 
the United States. 

Mr. Reynolds and his wife 
had been waiting 20 minutes 
on a red carpet on the tarmac 
to greet Mr. yeltsin when the 
plane's door finally opened 
and Mr. Soskovetz de- 
scended to explain the Rus- 
sian president was' “extreme- 
ly tired” after his 17-hour 
flight from the United States. 

Mr. Soskovetz met with 
Mr. Reynolds for about 30 
minutes and offered no furth- 
er explanation afterwards for 
Mr. Yeltsin's failure to 
appear. 

Mr. Reynolds said he and 
Mr. Soskovetz had discussed 
a number of issues including 
the Northern Ireland peace 
process. 

“I asked that a progress 
report should be relayed to 
President Yeltsin,” Mr.- 
Reynolds added. - - T 

Mr. Yeltsin arrived from 
the U.S. where he had held a 
summit with U.S. President 
Bill Clinton in Washington 


Aid workers evacuated as ‘bandits 
take over Rwandan refugee camp 




GOMA, Zaire (AFP) — 
Eight foreign aid workers 
were evacuated Friday after 
their lives were threatened by 
“bandits” who have taken 
control of a Rwandan refugee 
camp in Zaire, the UNHCR 
said. 

Some of the SO internation- 
al staff working in Katale 
camp were moving north to- 
wards the Ugandan border, 
while those in the southern 
sector of the sprawling settle- 
ment were returning to 
Goma, spokeswoman Lyn- 
dail Sachs for the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) told AFP. 

The UNHCR has called on 
the Zairean authorities to 
help restore order in the 
camp, home to 270,000 re- 
fugees, where two people 
have been killed in factional 
violence in the past two days. 

“We believe the threats 
were serious enough to put 
aid workers' lives in danger,” 
Ms. Sachs said. “But we want 
to get back into the camp as 


soon as possible to continue 
caring for the vulnerable — 
the elderly, women and chil- 
dren.” 

The UNHCR would give 
no details of who the “ban- 
dits” in Katale camp were, 
but Western observers here 
believe they are members of 
tbe mainly- Hutu militias re- 
sponsible for massacres of 
Tutsis jn Rwanda. 

They say the militiamen 
are involved in rape and pil- 
lage in the crowded camp and 
want control over the dis- 
tribution of food. 

A group of around 150 
young men were seen moving 
through Katale early Friday 
and the numbers swelled 
throughout the day until the 
aid workers were evacuated. 

“The bandits are complete- 
ly in control of the camp," 
Ms. Sachs said. 

The events at Katale are 
the most serious of a spate of 
incidents over the past few 
days in the camps around 
Goma which house a total of 


800,000 refugees. 

On Thursday, aid workers 
pulled out of Kituko camp 
when refugees threatened to 
take hostages if more food 
was not provided after a hitch 
in supplies delivered by the 
Caritas relief organisation. 

The UNHCR told the re- 
fugees they would be given 48 
hours to think about their 
position during which time no 
food would tie delivered to 
the camp of some 12-15,000 
people. 

Aid workers have long 
pressed for some kind of in- 
ternational peacekeeping 
force in Goma’s volatile 
camps, and reliable sources 
here say that President 
Mobutu Sese Seko made a 
formal request to the U.N. 
Thursday for such a force to 
be deployed. 

Meanwhile, the U.N. Fri- 
day began assessing the risks 
of moving up to 30,000 defe- 
ated Rwandan soldiers from 
the camps in an effort to 
improve security. 


The head of a delegation of 
top U.N. military officers and 
Zairean government officios. 
Brig-Gen. Henry Anyidoho. 
deputy commander of U.N. 
forces in Rwanda (UN- 
AMIR), said Mr. Mobutu’s, 
government had asked for 
foreign help to move the sol- 
diers. 

Apart from the fact that 
they intimidate civilians into 
refusing to return to Rwanda, 
there are persistent reports 
that they are planning a new- 
offensive to restart die civil 
war against the Rwandan. 
Patriotic Front, which seized' 
power in Kigali. 

The U.N. would like to see 
them moved away from die . 
border, some 200 kilometres ■ 
deeper into Zaire. 

But U-N. special repre- 
sentative to Rwanda, 
Shahryar Khan, has acknow- 
ledged in a report to- 
Secretary -General Boutros 
GhaJi that attempts to move 
the troops could spark vio- 
lence. 


Rebels besiege Chechen capital, issue ultimatum 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Opposition forces in the rebel 
Caucasus Republic of Chech- 
nya claimed Friday to have 
surrounded the capital and 
warned they would storm the 
city unless President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev surren- 
dered immediately. 

Eight people were killed 
when anti-Dudayev forces 
backed by helicopters attack- 
ed the airport outside Grozny, 
according to officials and 
journalists, who said tbe air- 
port terminal and runway 
were damaged in the assault. 

Mr. Dudayev however de- 
nied that the capital was 
under siege and said he had 
been given no ultimatum by 
his opponents, ITAR-TASS 
news agency reported. 

“It’s a blatant lie,” the 
report quoted Mr. Dudayev 
as saying. 

Opposition leaders quoted 
in news agency reports said 
the ultimatum was for 1530 
GMT Friday. 

“If Dndayev does not sur- 
render in the next few hours, 
opposition forces will take 
tne Chechen capital by 
storm,” TASS quoted Ruslan 


Martagov, spokesman for the 
opposition Provisional Coun- 
cil, as saying. 

Other spokesman for the 
two main opposition factions, 
quoted by Russian news 
agencies, said their troops 
had attacked tbe airport but 
Mr. Dudayev asserted tbe 
attack was carried out by 
Russian military forces. 

Mr. Dudayev described the 
attack on the airport as “in- 
ternationally unprecedented” 
and an aide was quoted by 
Interfax News Agency as 
saying it was an “open 
aggression by Russia against 
the sovereignty of 
Chechenya.” 

There was no immediate 
comment from Moscow on 
the latest developments in 
the rebel republic, but Russia 
has previously insisted it 
would not be drawn militarily 
into the conflict in 
Chechenya. 

Moscow has however 
openly supported Mr. 
Dudayev's opponents and 
one of them, Ruslan Khasbu- 
latov, the former Russian 
parliament speaker, said Fri- 
day that the Chechen leader’s 


removal from power was im- 
minent. 

“The hour is at hand for 
liberation from the darkness 
of Dudayev, from three 
shameful years of his lead- 
ership,” Mr. Khasbulatov 
said m a statement released 
at his stronghold in Tolstoy- 
Yurt and reported by Russian 
news agencies. 

Mr. Dndayev, a former 
general and strategic bomber 
pilot in the Soviet Air Force, 
was elected president of 
Chechenya in October 1991, 
when he also declared the 
tiny, oil-rich Muslim republic 
independent from Russia. 

Russia has since tried and 
foiled to bring the republic 
back under its control with 
methods ranging from troop 
deployment to an economic 
and transport blockade which 
remains m force. 

Movlen Salamov, an advi- 
sor to Mr. Dudayev, told 
AFP by telephone that the 
helicopters which attacked 
tbe airport had taken off 
from a Russian military base- 
in the neighbouring republic 
of North Ossetia. 

Chechen rebel fences had 


not previously been thought 
to possess military helicopters 
but another key opposition 
leader, Umar Avturkhanov, 
said in a newspaper interview- 
published Friday that he had" 
recently acquired them. 

Mr. Avturkhanov told the 
liberal daily Sevodnya that 
opposition forces bad recent-, 
ly purchased several Mi-8 
transport helicopters as well 
as Mi-24 attack helicopters 
known as “Crocodiles.” 

Mr. Dudayev aides mean- 
while reported clashes be- 
tween government trooos' 
and opposition forces in; 
other parts of the republic, 
including the region of > T ad- 
terechny, stronghold of the 
opposition Provisional Coun- 
cil. 

A spokesman for the 
Chechen “national security 
department," quoted by 
TASS, said opposition heli- 
copters also shelled the vii- . 
lage of Bratskoye and added 
that one of them was shot 
down by troops loyal to Mr. 
i Dndayev. 

There were no reports of ■ 
casualties from those clashes. 
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Basic factors 


THE PROPOSAL by some right-wing factions 
within the ruling Labour Party that calls for a 
mimimnm of seventy Knesset votes in support for 
any Israeli withdrawal from the Golan Heights 
before any such withdrawal can be agreed to 
threatens to undermine the entire Syrian-Israeti 
track simply because it is virtually impossible for 
Prime Minis ter Yitzhak Rabin to muster such a 
wide Knesset support. 

Given the posture of the Likud on the issue of 
withdrawal from the Syrian territory occupied in 
1967 and “annexed” in 1981 and the support 
that it has been receiving from right-wing groups 
within the Labour Party, Mr. Rabin is forced to 
strike a delicate balance between domestic poli- 
tics and the urgent need to negotiate seriously 
with Damascus. 

Syria has shown greater flexibility in its peace 
talks with Israel when Mr. Rabin made overtures 
to Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad that promises 
to trade all the Syrian territory on the Golan 
Heights in return for complete peace with Syria. 
No wonder Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres is alarmed about the dangers that lie ahead 
should the Knesset adopt the 70 votes require- 
ment. It goes without saying that p ulling the rug 
from under the feet of Mr. Rabin at this critcal 
juncture in the Israeli-Syrian peace talks could 
rock the boat for the whole peace process in the 
Middle East. 

The Likud leadership and their sympathisers 
on the issue of the Golan Heights should realise 
thet playing domestic politics with the Golan 
Heights could undo everything that was painsta- 
kingly done on ail the other fronts. There is no 
way that the viability of the other tracks could be 
maintained for long if Damascus is recklessly 
kept out of the peace equation. There is no surer 
way of pouring cold water on the Syrian front | 
than to send one message after the other that j 
Israeli withdrawal from the Golan Heights is not ■ 
in the cards. Damascus has already rejected the | 
notion that Israel conduct a referendum on its : 
impending agreement to vacate the Syrian terri- j 
torj as a manoeuvre that threatens to iqject local 
politics in the negotiating process. There could be 
no doubt that Damascus would equally see in the 
new proposal nothing but a plot to keep the peace j 
talks with it out in the cold. Let’s not forget that 
whereas there can be no war in the area without 
Egypt, it is equally true that there can be no 
peace in the region without the Syrians. Rabin 
may have to keep his eyes focused on the next 
general elections scheduled now for 15195 but he 
would be better advised to concentrate on the 
peace process in all its tracks as a surer way to 
win reelection for himself and his party. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in Sawt A1 Shaab daily criticised voices 
that call on Arab states to end their boycott of Israel, which 
? continues to occupy Arab lands and refuses to recognise 
1 rhe Palestinian people’s rights. Shafiq Obeidat said that 

■ ever since the start of the peace process in Madrid, the 
' Arab states have been subjected to pressure to end their 
: boycott of Israel and normalise their relations with the 

• Jewish state. Of course, the Arabs want to reach peace with 
. Israel and seek a lasting settlement but not before the 
'. return of the usurped lands and other rights, said the 

* writer. He said ending the boycott means normalising 

■ relations with Israel before it has pulled out its forces from 
Arab territories in implementation of U.N. Security 

: Council resolutions 242 and 338, on which the Madrid 
•: reference was based and on which the whole peace 
j- r-ov. ran .v?e Arabs respond to the calls for 

‘ ending the boycott while Israel scoffs at the world 
: community's resolutions and disregards the Palestinians 
; rights to their own homeland, asked the writer. While the 

- Arabs are asked to end the boycott and normalise their 
I relations with the Jewish state, said the writer, the Israelis 
: are allowed to compile mass destruction weapons meant to 

enable Israel to consolidate its occupation of the Arab 

- lands. 


j; A COLLTMNIST in A1 Dustour proposed that the concerned 
i - authorities set up a specialised training institute to retrain 
drivers and motorists who were involved in accident and 
J .make it imperative that they pass the institute's tests before 
1 • th? ' •:> iPowed to drive on the roads again. The writer, 

>e ; . alio suggested chat a special office be 
_ .o receive remarks and complaints from people 
; about reckless drivers who violate the law on the road so 
that they can be deterred. Noting that the number of 
■casualties on the roads was rising every year, the writer 
'said, the police could withdraw the driving licence of 
people involved in major accidents and can impose other 
penalties through the courts and declare rhe names of the 
violators. The writer said that penalties on reckless drivers 
should serve as a deterrent to others. 


Jordan Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keflanf 


Putting the process back on track 


THE SUMMIT held between His Majesty King Hussein 
and Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin on Tuesday and 
statements issued after the meeting at Aqaba dearly put to 
rest speculation fuelled by Israeli reports that Jordan and 
Israel were poised to declare if not sign a peace agreement 
when His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan meets with 
Israeli Foreign Minister Peres in Washington on Oct. 3. 

For one thing, many appeared to have been taken in by 
the Israeli claims that the two sides had even drafted a 
peace accord. The fact of the matter, as we are given to 
understand, is that the Israelis had drawn up their own 
version of a peace agreement and sent it to Jordan. This 
was the main basis for the Israeli reports that a “finishing” 
touches were being put to the draft. 

Israelis are free to draw up any document they want, but 
it does not mean that it is binding on Jordan (or anyone else 
for that matter) and that there is an agreement. 

As we also understand. King Hussein has turned down 
the draft since it does not satisfactorily address Jordan's 
demands for its territorial and water rights. As usual, Israel 
appears to be repeating that agreement should be on 
making available more water rather that reaching an 
acceptable formula for sharing what is available today. 

In any event, it is clear now that Jordan and Israel have 
not reached the stage where discussions could focus on 
how. when and where to sign a peace accord. 

Thursday's Aqaba summit should also serve as a 
reminder to those who talk about “secret” Jordanian- 
Israeli talks. One fails to see why the tag “secret” should be 
attached to Jordanian-Israeli contacts. 

After all, the highest leadership from both sides have 
met and signed a declaration ending 46 years of belligeren- 
cy between the two countries and set out a framework for 
negotiations on the issues of core disputes with a view to 
arriving at a peace accord. Definitely, nobody can argue 
that any accord could be reached without direct contacts 
between the two parties concerned. 

It should also be recalled that the Washington Declara- 
tion of July 25 clearly called for meetings such as the Aqaba 
summit whenever necessary. All meetings between Jorda- 
nian and Israeli officials should be seen in the context of the 
Washington Declaration, regardless of whether meetings 


were held in public or otherwise. It is the prerogative of the 
two parties concerned to decide whether to allow the media 
access to the meetings. Holding negotiations away from the 
media limelight does not indicate that the meetings were 
“secret” although some might suggest that it deprives the 
people of the right to know. But then, the intricacies of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict and the politics of the Middle East are 
such that quiet diplomacy and negotiations are sometimes 
the best means to arrive at concrete remits. 

The emphasis that the King and Mr. Rabin made in their 
Aqaba meeting on the necessity to exert accelerated efforts 
to reach more progress on all issues between Jordan and 
Israel underlines the fact that the two sides might have 
made progress in the thorny issues of territorial and water 
rights but not to an extent that a “dramatic breakthrough” 
could be announced at the White House meeting on Oct. 3. 

That also indicates that despite the reports of “signifi- 
cant” progress and “closed gaps.” Israel might still be 
hanging on to its strategy of stalling on issues and not 
moving ahead fast enough in concrete terms to address 
some of the key concerns of Jordan. 

The Aqaba summit was also a major effort by Mr. Rabin 
to convince Jordan of the Israeli interpretation of the 
political wisdom in signing an initial document and then 
negotiating the details of the documents. 

Jordan has repeatedly made it clear that it is not willing 
to go along with the Israeli anxiety to get its own version of 
a peace accord signed by the Kingdom. 

Having pressed Jordan from the very outset of the peace 
process to endorse a “peace agreement and then negotiate 
its terms, Israel now appears to be in the second phase of 
that effort — “a preliminary” agreement and then negotia- 
tions. 

That is not to say that the Jordanian-Israeli negotiations 
are bogged down or deadlocked. We have seen the two 
sides establish committees with clear-cut mandates to seek 
agreements based on unambiguous terms of reference, 
whether in the context of territory or water. Those 
committees are reported to have progress, but the problem 


appears to Israeli reluctance to relinquish parts of Jorda- 
nian land in the south as well as the small 800-dunum strip 
in the north and to recognise and accept the Kingdom's 
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. THE WEEK IN PRINT 

There can be no peace unless rights 
in land, water are secured 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


ALL EYE5 will be turned 
to Washington this week to 
watch for the outcome of 
Monday’s meeting between 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and the 
Israeli Foreign Minister, 
Shimon Peres, said A1 Ra’i 
daily. Jordan will, of 
course, be seeking to see 
success of its endeavours to 
regain its lost territory and 
water rights in accordance 
with the Washington Dec- 
laration of July 25. and 
Israel, for its pan, is invited 
to respond favourably to 
Jordan's legitimate de- 
mands, said tbe paper. Tbe 
fact tbat the U.S. president 
will be sponsoring the Mon- 
day meeting, means that 
the U.S. administration is 
pursuing its efforts to help 
the two parties to reach a 
settlement, said the paper. 

A1 Dustour discussed the 
same rheme and said the 
Jordanian borders with 
Israel, Jordan's lost terri- 
tory and water rights will 


move any lingering differ- 
ences in views. The writer 
said cool relations among 
Arab states would by no 
means help them to regain 
their lost rights. 


In the view of Ahmad 
Misleh, a writer in AI Ra’i, 
two obstacles laid by Israel 
are still delaying an end to 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
The first is the Jewish set- 
tlements in the occupied 
Arab lands and the second 
lies in Israel's continued 
threats to launch war and to 
practice it in Lebanon and 
against the Palestinians, 
said Ahmad Misleh. 

The building of settle- 
ments means that the 
Israelis have no intention of 
returning the land to its 
lawful owners and the war 
on the Palestinians and the 
Lebanese means Israel has 
not stopped its attempts to 
expand its lands and repress 
the resistance, said the wri- 
ter. 


other forms of normalisa- 
tion of relations with Israel. 
Fakhri Saleh said he is asto- 
nished to see some Arab 
intellectuals responding 
favourably to Israeli calls 
for dialogue or discussion of 
issues of mutual concern at a 
time when the Israeli society 
still harbours deep hatred to- 
wards the Arab Nation. He 
said Israel cannot expect to 
win the Arab Nation’s 
favour while upholding ra- 
cist slogans and continuing 
to occupy Arab lands in 
total disregard to U.N. re- 
solutions. 


derision by the government 
to raise the price of state 
supplied water for irrigation 
in the Jordan Valley. The 
writer said while under- 
standing the Jordan Valley 
Authority’s present difficul- 
ties concerning the cost of 
water supply operations, 
the hike in the price of 
water was bound to cripple 
crop production. 


figure high on the agenda, 
of the meeting. The paper 


of the meeting. The paper 
warned that unless Israel is 
fully committed to give Jor- 
dan back its rights, there 
can be no peace and norma- 
lisation of relations. It 
would be interesting to 
watch for results from the 
coming meeting, said the 
paper, especially as the 
Jordanian-Israeli talks so 
far have achieved practical- 
ly nothing. 

Mahmoud Rimawi, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra'i. called on 
the Arab states involved in 
the peace process, especial- 
ly Jordan and Palestine, not 
to give up coordination. 

Separate talks with Israel 
could end up in several and 
overlapping agreements, 
said the writer, who stres- 
sed that the concerned 
Arab parties ought to re- 


Saleh Qallab, a columnist 
in Al Dustour. focused on 
the general conditions in 
the self-rule areas of Gaza 
and Jericho, saying that 
their inhabitants are dep- 
rived of the requirements of 
stability and development. 

The two areas lack prop- 
er institutions that can man- 
age their affairs and infras- 
tructure for social and eco- 
nomic services, said the wri- 
ter. The Israelis are laying 
one obstacle after another 
in the way of the Palestine 
National Authority, pre- 
venting it from introducing 
reform or carrying out vital 
socio-economic projects af- 
ter leaving the two areas in 
ruins following 27 years of 
occupation, said the writer. 

Another AI Dustour col- 
umnist said that the time is 
not yet ripe for culture and 


Salameh Ekour a writer 
in Sawt Al Shaab. described 
as a positive step a derision 
by the Arab League to dis- 
cuss the prospect of reduc- 
ing the sanctions on Iraq. 
But the writer said that 
placing conditions on Iraq 
for opening such discussion 
would not be helpful and 
could backfire. He sug- 
gested tbat an Arab summir 
be held urgently to deal 
with this issue and end the 
suffering of the Iraqi people 
without placing conditions 
on Iraq, which has com- 
plied with all U.N. condi- 
tions.. 


Taking uncaiculated deci- 
sions and disregarding the 
views of the farmers can by 
no means serve the agri- 
cultural sector, he added. 

Mohammad Subeihi. a 
columnist in Al Dustour, 
said that the government 
should realise that water is 
a vital component for agri- 
cultural production and that 
tbe farmers who have 
shouldered the burden 
paying for expensive seeds, 
fertilisers and pesticides are 
expecting help rather than 
additional burdens from the 
government. 


In the view of Moham- 
mad Mahasenh, another 
writer in Sawt Al Shaab. it 
has become clear that Rus- 
sia, China and France have 
not succeeded in ending the 
.embargo on Iraq and that 
'the United States has the 
final say in this matter. The 
writer said that for its part, 
the United States wants the 
largest piece of the cake 
and is trying to ensure that 
it is guaranteed favourable 
terms before the sanctions 
can end. 

Ahmad Dabbas, a col- 
umnist in Sawt Al Shaab 
daily, described as a hasty 


Mohammad Daoud. a 
writer in Al Dustour, fo- 
cused on the constant shor- 
tage of medicines in govern- 
ment hospitals, stressing 
that such situation con- 
tinues to impede doctors* 
work and make things more 
difficult for the needy pa- 
tients who cannot afford to 
buy medicines from drug 
stores. There is no doubt 
that the health ministry 
continues to allocate suffi- 
cient funds for the purchase 
of medicines but failure by 
some officials to ensure fast 
delivery of stocks in hospit- 
als is the cause for this 
situation. He urged the 
health ministry to take 
effective measures to secure 
the needed medicine and to 
arrange sufficent stocks to 
be available for emergency 
cases. 


right to a fair share of the waters of the Jordan and- 
Yarmouk rivers. 


The water dispute is the thorniest. The Israeli argument 
is that it is faring a water shortage and as such it could hot ' 
really meet the Jordanian demand. The Israelis also accuse 
upstream Syria for diverting more than its share of waters: : 
But that argument could not get us anywhere at this pdmt 


What is the logic in tbe Israeli stand that it is fecinga 
water shortage and could not meet the JoitlaniaiKdetnarKl 


when it is an established fact that the per capita consump- 
tion of water in Israel is three times that of Jordan. .! >; 


We Jordanians find ourselves facing severe water aris«. 
almost on a daily basis, but we know very well that a good 
part of our water problems could be solved if Israel agrees 
to the principle of fair sharing. If we are to accept lsratfs 
argument of water shortage for Israel's, then tbat “fair 
sharing” means a reduction in the per capita water 
consumption in Israel and an increase in Jordan.. Biit 'that 
isn't It our right to have an increased water supply? Why 
should we sacrifice our right so that the Israelis; could 
continue to get uninterrupted supply of water while we are 
subjected to water rationing and erratic supplies? 

After all, the very essence of the Washington Dcdara-' 
tion is coexistence based on respect of' each other's 
legitimate rights. If Israel has its own interpretation of what 
those "legitimaieL rights" are, then, we are sorry to say, 
then we are on the wrong track altogether. 

In that vein, all the talks about “date and timetables'' for 
Israel withdrawal from the occupied Jordanian lands and 
would not make much sense unless accompanied. by- a 
similar agreement on fair allocations of water. As far as one 
could judge, this was the message that His Majesty gaveto 
Mr. Rabin in Aqaba on Thursday. . : ■" 

Hopefully, the results of the Aqaba summit would rectify 
the situation and put us all in the right track towards 
advancing tbe peace process on meaningful terms. And the 
White House meeting between Crown Prince Hassan and 
Mr. Peres would be another stepping stone based essential- 
ly on Israeli recognition and acceptance of the realities of 
the Jordanian position. 
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How to solve 
traffic problems 
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To the' Editor: 


YOUR EDITORIAL “in the Middle We Walk” (Jordan 
Times, Sept. 27) bring to light several interesting points: 
The narrowing sidewalk, marking traffic lanes and ham- 
dons pedestrain crossing. 

In the first two cases, the evolutionary law of use and 
disuse isriitmghttoimnd. Even where; sidewalks are dear 
of obstacles, debris and cars, and are four to five metres 
wide, pedestrains, especially along major thoroughfares, 

3 it to walk near to tbe middle of tbe road as they can. 

onkmg motorists receive scowls of remarks of question- 
able vocabulariy. Solution: A) Put sidewalks in the middle 
of die road, or B) Eliminate sidewalks altogether, since 
they are not used anyway! 

Many motorists apparently believe that the white fine 
markers hold a magic force, which if they straddle without 
deviation, will guide them safely to the destination or tab: 
your half in the middle! 

At stop lights the rule is “make a lane for yourself,” 8o 
why the paint, tbe fancy buttons and directing arrows? it 
looks great, but does it work? .y.. 

Having policemen assist pedestrains to brass busy jit? 
tersections at peak hours is an excellent solution. During 
“off” hours they can then ticket violators at well poster 
zebra crossings for pedestrains, notably along Garden^SL 
(Wasfi Tel St.), Salt Road and Wadi Saqra Road. In many 
countries, it is a serious offense to fail to yiekTijb-. 
pedestrains in the marked crossing; however, pedestraihr 
should be fined for not using the crosswalks — Lit 
Jaywalking! . '.t 

The solutions do not lie on the heads of past or prBKgit 
mayors of Amman, traffic police, or highway designers. 
There is an impossible task that will continue to mushroom 
as Jordan's population grows. The answer cannot’ come' 
from higher up but from within ourselves. 
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Mrs. M. Annab, 

Amman. 


Sad stories 
from Iraq 
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To the Editor: 


IT IS very disheartening, to hear the stories our people^ 
bring back from their visits to Iraq. We all know how 
men, women and children of Iraq live. Most of us are re#3$£ 
to help in any way. However, a few of ns, actually I wotidefr 
if I really want them to be part of us, exploit the plight^; 
our people and brothers in Iraq. 

For a Jordanian to go to Baghad and spend JD 100 iirfrgg 
days is not so awful a thing to do and may seem harnik^: 
and norma], until you do a simple calculation and figureout 
tbat this person actually spent 100,000 Iraqi dinars, .ad®, 
don't forget we are still talking about the five days, wbkS! 
comes to 20,000 Iraq dinars a day. Just tell me how yea 
would we feel in Amman if some Iraqi individuals stari 
spend 20,000 Jordanian dinars a day. 

It shames me that any one wants to do Something'S*^ 
this anywhere on earth. It shames me even more'-wftgy 
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anyone from Jordan wants to do It in Iraq. 
It is beyond mv conrorehension haw manv nr 


It is beyond my comprehension bow many of us knojK^f 
this behaviour and accept it. It is a tragedy if we canJpc^ 
with such an act and continue to look the other wa)^J 
It may be imperative for tbe authorities in Jordan ^ 
intervene to stop this continuing violation of the dignity S?- 
the Iraqi people on the hands of a few incSvidnalsr ^' 


% 

Emile Ri 

Amman. 


The Jordan Tunes welcomes letters and contributkuis'hi^r 
its readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Lcp&P: 
intended for publication , however, should contain t)gf- 
writer’s full name and preferably address as well. Name*, 
can be withheld only upon request and under spe&mi 
dreumst an ees. Letters are subject to editing. The newspi*pi$ 
er is not responsible for the return of unused manBscapt&f 
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Crown Prince: Substantive bilateral issues are on the verge of resolution 


‘Allowing the current prevailing conditions to govern 
future economic relations is a clear-cut recipe for failure’ 


FoHowing fa the foil text of ao address by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan at The John F. Kennedy 
School of Government, Harvard University. The address, 
entitled “Prospects for Successful Regional Economic Coop- 
eration,” was delivered on behalf of Prince by 

information Minister Jawad Anani on Sept. 29. 
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ALLOW ME first to start 
by than long you for your 
kind invitation and to 
directly proceed to the sub- 
ject matter. 

The Middle East peace 
negotiations have de- 
veloped their own distinct 
nature. At the outset, they 
seemed to be governed by 
balances of power, outcom- 
es of wars and a legacy of 
enmity that has lasted for 45 
years. The negotiators in- 
itially addressed their task 
with categorical positions 
and insistence on what they 
viewed as their respective 
and well entrenched rights. 
The fact that the negotia- 
tions outlasted the gloomy 
expectations of their failure 
created a unique environ- 
ment, with its own dyna- 
mics. In this regard, we can 
draw an analogy between 
the negotiating milieu and 
the stock exchange. The 
status of the companies 
whose shares are traded in- 
fluences the pattern of 
trade. But more important- 
ly, trade is influenced by 
the behaviour of the trader 
iu the market and whether 
they decide to be bullish or 
bearish. The external forces 
influencing progress in the 
negotiating rooms were to a 
great degree generated by 
the negotiating process it- 
self. This chain action and 
reaction served as a be- 
nevolent factor in giving the 
peace process its own in- 
tegrity. Degrees of freedom 
with which negotiators 
could work increased over 
time and the process gener- 
ated its own built-in flexibil- 
ity. This appears to be more 
reflective of the .situation jn 
both the Jordanian and the 
Palestinian tracks of the 


Middle East peace negotia- 
tions. 

Such a trend has only 
recently begun to characte- 
rise the other tracks. This is 
why I would say that we can 
describe the on-going peace 
process as business-like. 
The persons involved are 
now more focused and they 
have developed the deep 
sense of urgency to suc- 
ceed. 

On the Jordanian track, 
we feel that substantive bi- 
lateral* issues are on the 
verge of resolution. The 
multilateral aspects are still 
lagging behind. This asym- 
metry is a result of the way 
negotiations were originally 
structured. The undertak- 
ing of outstanding issues 
bilaterally could not have 
achieved the comprehen- 
siveness needed. Conse- 
quently, we have to develop 
the proper mechanisms 
which can accommodate 
the effective handling of 
comprehensive issues. 

I shall invoke specific ex- 
amples to elucidate my 
theme. Numerous ideas and 
scenarios have been prop- 
osed for future regional 
economic cooperation. 
None of these scenarios, to 
the best of my knowledge, 
is thoroughly convincing. 
They address the issue in a 
rather abstract form with- 
out grasping the real world 
intricacies which could 
prove to be the eventual 
determining factor for the 
success or failure of such 
options. I believe that a 
conceptual framework is 
urgently needed, without 
which we would be dis- ' 
traded in the maze of ideas, 
individual interests and per- 
sonal visions, which 


together do not add up to 
something of real value. Fu- 
ture regional economic 
cooperation cannot be obli- 
vious to existing disparties. 
Some analysts even con- 
struct an entire vision based 
on the fact that such dis- 
parities make cooperation 
worth everybody's while. 
The assumptions made in 
this sort of economic capi- 
larity are that the poor be- 
nefits from the externalities 
of the rich and the latter 
make an economic rent out 
of dealing with the poor. 

Let ns place such theory 
to the test and find out 
whether it has succeeded. 
The Arab World countries 
during the oil boom era 
though that they could real- 
ise economic integration 
through the exchange of 
money for labour. This fac- 
tor exchange model proved 
to be a failure because it has 
not produced the expected 
trade flow of goods and 
Sjervices. Moreover, labour 
movement proved to be 
most precarious as we have 
seen thousands of labourers 
thrown out overnight from 
host countries with the tacit 
approval of the internation- 
al community whose sta- 
tutes clearly oppose such 
actions. Goods can be easi- 
ly barred from entry by a 
sudden decision committed 
to spite others for political 
reasons. Israel, for inst- 
ance. has quite often used 
its employment of Palesti- 
nian labour for political 
leverage, even after the de- 
claration of principles and 
the Cairo agreement. Such 
volatility in behaviour can- 
not characterise future eco- 
nomic patterns if we are 
intent on creating long last- 
ing cooperation. Allowing 
the ament prevailing con- 
ditions to govern future 
economic relations is a 
clear-cut recipe for failure. 
The question is: What are 
the misting ingredients that 
we need to guarantee future 
success in this field? Firstly, 



I shall start with the ofcn 
vious. We need decisions to 
be based on the due demo- 
cratic process, and the 
choice to integrate must be 
a patient process based on 
grassroots acceptance and 
eventual commitment. Iv- 
ory tower decisions from 
the world of academia and 
high level decision-makers 
are a recipe for short lived 
endeavours. It is people 
who will be affected and 
they will be the ultimate 
judge and determinant of 
the final outcome. Political 
decisions in the absence of a 
democracy can be easily 
outweighed by people's 
economic abstention, or 
hesitation. 

Democracy in this case is 
not treated metaphorically; 
it is, rather, a real life con- 
cept which derives its 
strength from the observ- 
ance of people’s interests. 

The second condition is 
respect for human rights. 
People in a regional profile 
must be allowed to move, 
transact, invest, transfer 
and interact. The fruits of 
their labour should not go 
unheeded or stay subject to 
political whims. They are 
entitled to security and the 
right to plan ahead in a 
transparent world. They 
cannot be victimised by 
ambiguous security con- 
cerns or threatened by re- 
jection 1 and expulsion. They 
must enjoy laissez passer, 
laissez-faire. 

The third prerequisite is 
symmetry. People must be 
allowed to compete in a 
world as close as possible to 
perfect competition. The 
rules of the game which 
they must cope with on the 
two sides of any divide 
should be similar and com- 
patible. Any member coun- 
try in a regional coopera- 
tion arrangement should 
not be privileged by special 
rules which would give it a 
degree of monopolistic 
power over other partners. 
In this regard, I dare even 


to say that we should allow 
a certain degree of asym- 
metry in favour of the 
weaker party until it 
reaches the stage where it 
graduates to symmetry. We 
can derive a lesson from the 
European Union, where 
the poorer and less de- 
veloped countries were 
boosted to a comparable 
stage of economic growth. 
They were also granted pri- 
vileges and subsidies well 
after they acquired their 
membership. 

The fourth factor is build- 
ing regional institutions 
which would maintain their 
regional identity through- 
out. The sad experience of 
certain regions, particularly 
in the Arab World, tells us 
that such institutions failed 
to realise their objectives 
and eventually slipped into 
bankruptcy, because their 
decisions jacked independ- 
ence and were not based on 
objective criteria. Their de- 
cisions were basically col- 
oured either by host coun- 
tries^ by the larger finan- 
dal "contributing members. 
Moreover, it is imperative 
that the employees working 
in such institutions should 


lose their national identity 
and acquire a clear-cut re- 
gional one. 

The fifth element centres 
on the distribution of be- 
nefits and burdens, which 
should be just and even. 
While the members of re- 
gional arrangements usually 
focus on the benefits they 
expect to derive, they 
forget the other but equally 
important tide of the sacri- 
fices needed. They all want 
to engage in the myopic 
exercise of gain, trying to 
manoeuvre their way out of 
pain. There is no such 
arrangement where every- 
body gains or loses all the 
time. A time preference 
analysis should be intro- 
duced where those who 
gain in the early stages 
should stand ready to make 
sacrifices later on. If such a 
modus operand! is estab- 
lished, the net result would 
be net profit for all. which 
would outweigh any gains 
realised by individual coun- 
tries in the absence of such 
regional arrangements. 

These are the conceptual 
components and conditions 
for successful regional eco- 
nomic cooperation. In real 


terms however, we need to 
pursue policies which would 
ensure the following: 

First, the availability of 
financial resources is a 
necessary condition without 
which cooperation, particu- 
larly in the early stages 
would be impossible. I 
would suggest here that an 
early agreement on the 
creation of a regional de- 
velopment bank can go a 
long way, not only in pool- 
ing financial resources. 

Of the members, bat also 
in allowing extra-regional 
parties to contribute. Such 
an institution should enjoy 
the highest standards of 
competent personnel and 
management systems. 

Secondly, we need to 
structure a well thought-out 
formula to liberalise trade 
and to ensure free mobility 
of capital, goods and peo- 
ples across boundaries. A 
plan of action should be 
carefully crafted allowing 
each member country to 
adopt the proper legislation 
and management proce- 
dures in order to cope with 
such mobility. 

Thirdly, a careful analysis 
of the distribution of gains 
should be made. Losers 
must be compensated, even 
partially, through specially 
created facilities, and win- 
ners must be subjected to a 
tax without diluting tfaeir 
cooperative spirit. 

Fourthly, governments of 
member countries should 
ensure a very active role for 
the private sector. De- 
governmentalisation of re- 
gional action would be the 
most important factor to 
ensure its success. Govern- 
ments and inter-regional 
business should go hand in 
hand. By nature, they can 
easily find themselves at 
odds. Issues of sovereignty, 
independence, and viability 
are examples of politically 
loaded economic terms 
which become sacred cows 
used to alienate coopera- 
tion or to justify the lack of 


it. 

For this to happen, non- 
governmental organisations 
and sectoral and qualitative 
business forums should be 
allowed to flourish and 
lead. 

Fifth, it is imperative that 
we should agree to create 
an independent regional 
study and research centre, 
to be empowered with high- 
ly qualified researchers and 
easy access to information. > 

I suggest that regional I 
parties should immediately j 
embark on establishing j 
such an institution which S 
would be all encompassing | 
in order to be the initiator 
of ideas and projects and 
the arbiter which would 
judge the optimality of such 
undertakings. Its independ- 
ence and integrity are of 
paramount importance and 
its verdicts should be final. 

It is imperative that the 
peace process should work 
speedily on the settlement 
of outstanding substantive 
issues. As long as these 
issues are not resolved, they 
would always look unduly 
formidable and insur- 
mountable. 

Once they are overcome 
and left behind, they 
appear small. However, we 
need to cross the threshold 
to the wider and more com- 
plex world of economic in- 
teraction. 

Its complexity emanates 
from the fact that it deals 
directly with people's mun- 
dane i nte rests and d ai ly 
Livelihood. 

After three years of 
peacemaking, we have to 
move to the task of peace 
building. This quantum 
leap entails gains and pains, 
vans and losses, failures and 
successes, and everything 
else that makes life worth 
living. 

If the peace effort so far 
has been dealing with the 
task of resolving potential 
disputes and minimising the 
frequency of their occurr- 
ence. 
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INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT SERVICES 
AND TRADING CO. (I.F.S.T ) 

IS PROUD TO BE THE AGENT OF MALAYSIAN INTERNATIONAL 
SHIPPING CORPORATION BHD. (CONTAINERS/TANKERS/BULK) 
AND WELCOMES THE VISIT OF HIS EXCELLENCY 

THE PRIME MINISTERY OF MALAYSIA 

THE MISC CHAIRMAN AND THE DEPUTY MANAGING DIRECTOR OF 
MISC( MALAYSIAN INTERNATIONAL SHIPPING CORPORATION) 
AND THE DELEGATES TO JORDAN, AND WISH THEM 
AN ENJOYABLE AND FRUITFUL STAY 
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IMF says world recovery will only partly boost commodity prices 


"titADRED (AFP) — World 
.^commodity prices will be 
^. buoyed by the current econo- 
.^rnic upturn in industrial coun- 
fries but not enough to re- 
ryferse declines over the past 
,'•10 years, the International 
^Monetary Fund (IMF) says. 
2. “Stronger growth in in- 
4 dustrial countries wOI help to 
Relieve some of the down- 
ifvdrd pressure in commodity 
^jniarkets,’’ the IMF said in a 
.supplementary report to its 
.^^half-yearly World Economic 
L-0\itiook. 

.‘ “ “But it appears unlikely 


that it would be sufficient to 
reverse the declines of the 
past decade.'* 

The IMF said an average 
annual growth rate of 2.S per 
cent in industrial countries 
over the next two years — 
slightly below its forecast for 
a 2.7 per cent expansion — 
would boost non-oil com- 
modity prices by between 6.5 
per cent and nine per cent 
over the same period. 

• “Other factore — in par- 
ticular, trends in the supply 
of commodities, economic 
developments in the former 


Soviet Union and the success- 
ful conclusion of the Uruguay 
Round — could also tend to 
boost commodity prices." 

But the IMF warned that 
recent analysis suggested that 
real commodity prices had 
fallen at an average rate of 
0.6 per cent since the begin- 
ning of this century, with the 
price of non-oil commodities 
relative to manufactured ex- 
port prices reaching its lowest 
level in more than 90 years in 
1992. 1 

“Formal analysis suggests 
that much of the weakness is 


secular, not temporary,” the 
report said, pointing to the 
breakdown of the Bretton 
Woods exchange-rate system 


§ lus subsequent currency 
uctuatjons and oil shocks. 


nological change, has also re- 
duced demand.” it said. 

The report also noted a 
“remarkable" 1 increase in the 
volume of commodity im- 


Tbe IMF said the apparent 
acceleration in the trend to- 
wards a decline in commodity 
prices over the past two de- 
cades was partly related to a 
secular slowdown in the 
growth of real output in the 
industrial countries. 

“The dedining intensity of 
resource use for some com- 
modities, owning to tech- 


ports by industrial countries 
which have almost doubled 


which have almost doubled 
since 1983, a sharper increase 
than for imports in general. 

“The increase in volume, 
accompanied by a decline in 
prices, points to the import- 
ance of supply-side factors in 
explaining price develop- 
ments.” 

Factors boosting supply 
range from technical innova- 


tions and enhanced produo- 
tivity in commodity- 
exporting countries to agri- 
cultural policies in industrial 
nations which have typically 
stimulated output. 

Other factors indude in- 
creased ex p o rt s by commodi- 
ty producers to overcome ba- 
lance of payments difficulties 
and the collapse of interna- 
tional stabilisation schemes 
for some commodities such as 
tin and coffee. 

More recently, develop- 
ments in eastern Europe and 
the former Soviet Union have 


also depressed prices as de- 
mand for imported commod- 
ities shrunk in line with 
the sharp contraction in over- 
all demand. 


precautionary saving and 


price swings, along with pcffi- 
des to diversify exports and 
boost productivity. 


The downward pressure on 
prices has been particularly 
strong for metals, or which 
many of die former Soviet 
republics are major suppliers. 
Exports of zinc, for example, 
soared 700 per cent between 
1898 and 1992. 


The IMF report conducted 
that the past two decades had 
highlighted die importance of 


Commodity exporters suc- 
cessful at adapting have been; 

“those that have used mae-^ 
noecononric stabilisation pofi- 
des to cope with the taenti 
able booms and busts rather - 
than trying to protect private 
producers from price uncer- 
tainty through marketing 
boards or price stabilisation 
funds," it said. V. 


Revamped centre to help develop Jordan’s agricultural sector 


By Khattah Salman 

. . Special to the Jordan Times 
;“ C J £AQAA — The National 
* > Centre for Agricultural Re- 
search and Technology 
.^Transfer (NCARTT). a ma- 
\Vjbr regional agricultural cen- 
ire, was formally opened 
'“''Thursday by Agriculture 
. .Minister Man sour Bin Tarif 


and U.S. Ambassador Wes- 
ley Egan. 

NCARTT and four of its 
six regional agricultural ser- 
vice centres were constructed 
and equipped with USA 
assistance provided through 
the National Agricultural De- 
velopment Project, a S25.3 
million nine-year effort which 


began in 1986 and came to an 
end Sept. 30, 1994. 

The minister- of agriculture 
said in a speech on the occa- 
sion that agriculture in Jor- 
dan was traditional way of 
living more than a profession. 

He noted that the agri- 
cultural sector contributed 
directly more than 10% to 


the gross domestic produc- 
tion (GDP) and more than 
28% in other agriculture- 
related activities. 

He indicated that agri- 
cultural exports constitute 
20% of Jordan's volume of 
exports and that more than 
thousand people in Jordan 
worked in the agricultural 


sector. 

He added that more invest- 
ments were needed in this 
sector to create more job 
opportunities, raise income 
and increase the area of irri- 
gated land per capita. 

“The Jordanian citizen's 
share of agricultural irrigated 
area is the lowest in the re- 


gion standing at a low of 125 
square metres per capita,'* he 
explained. 

He said that Jordan's prin- 
ciple stand in insisting on 
acquiring fair share of water 
from the Yarmouk and Jor- 
dan rivers through the 
ongoing peace talks with 
Israel arises from the fact that 


Canadian dollar is quickly appreciating; Australian dollar forecast to rise 


The following report, covering the period from 
■' Thursday , Sept. 22-1994 until Wednesday, Sept 
1*28-1994, is provided byNaser Nabulsi , private client 
\ . group at Merrill Lynch — Dubai. 


Overview 


Fundamental View: Sentiment toward the dollar has 
\ recently been dominated by U.S. -Japan trade tensions, 

- German electoral uncertainties, and prospects for further 
L Fed ti ghtenin g. If the avoids imposing trade sanctions on 
'• Japan, there could be a brief improvement in sentiment 
‘-toward the dollar. But prospects for U.S. current account 

- deficits and capital outflows to remain large relative to 
-foreign demand for dollar assets suggest an ongoing trend 
1 toward dollar weakness. 

We continue to expect the dollar to trade at DM/USD 
-1.50 and JPY/USD 95 in twelve months. 


the first. Data available since then points to a continued 
recovery, but there is no indication that the west German 
economy is heading towards above potential, inflationary 
growth. Though we raised our 1994 growth forecast to 2 per 
cent from 1.8 per cent, we lowered our 1995 growth 
forecast to 23 per cent from 2.5 per cent. 

We still expect the mark to be trading at DM/USD 1.50 
in six-to-twelve months time compared to -the current 
exchange rate of DM/USD 1.55. 


Pound sterling 


Japanese yen 


■Fun dam ental View: Trade talks continue to dominate 
sentiment towards the yen/dollar exchange rate. A success- 
or fill resolution — no immediate threat of trade sanctions — 


b l would be a positive for the dollar but we would not expea 
'. that to bring about a sea-change in negative sentiment 
-..towards the dollar. An unsuccessful resolution — trade 
"sanctions to be imposed — could put sharp downward 
-pressure on the dollar by fuelling fears of imported 
inflation and dollar selling by the Japanese. Whatever the 
. .decision on sanctions, trade talks are likely to continue with 
r> relatively little impact on the existing larte unbalances 
which are the root cause of dollar weakness. 
i> - ; With the U.S. bilateral trade deficit with Japan exceed- 
... ing $50 billion annually while Japan's global trade surplus is 
close to $140 billion, foe imbalances are expected to lead to 
- A TurthcT dollar weakness despite prospects for further 
* interest rate hikes in the U.S. We maintain our forecast for 
* die dollar to trade at 95 yen in the twelve months time. 


Fundamental View: The British pound edged higher 
against the dollar this week to USD/GBP 1.58, a new high. 
Against the Deutsche mark, the pound traded in a narrow 
range around DM/GBP 2.44. The pound is being supported 
by strong growth, better-than-expected current account 
data and expectations that Chancellor Kenneth Clarke is 
committed to containing inflation below his target rage of 4 
per cent. In the second quarter, real GDP was up 1.1 per 
cent from the first quarter and up 3.8 per cent from a year 
ago. The current account defid t for the second quarter was 
only £664 million, much better than consensus expectations 
for a £1.3 billion defidt. 

Though we do not expea another official increase in 
rates this year, we expea possibly two or three 50 basis 
point increases next year. By this time next year, we expea 
short and long rates in the U.K. to offer a 75 basis point 
premium to U.S. interest rates. Interest rates in the U.K. in 
twelve months should offer a 200 basis point premium to 
German short rates and a 200 basis point premium to 
German long rates. 

We maintain our twelve-month forecast for the pound to 
trade near USD/GBP 1.63 arid T) M/GBP 1.45. 


Australian dollar 


Fundamental View: The Australian dollar returned to 


trading near U.S.S/AS 0.74 following a dip to U.S.S/AS 
0.73. Our forecast is for the AS to rise toward U.S.S/AS 


Deutschemark 


Fundamental View: The mark was weaker against the 
dollar and European crosses this week as market partid- 
pants took cover following electoral results in the state of 


Bavaria. The poor showing of the Free Democrats, 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s junior partners heightened 
concerns for Chancellor's Kohl's prospects in the upcoming 
Oct 16 election. The market's reaction to the Bavarian 
election result was probably overdone, but it does under- 
score the fact that political concerns will be a major focus 
for the German market in the near-term. Barring an 
election catastrophe, the German market should benefit 
post-election as attention is again focused on economic 
fundamentals. 

The west German economy grew 2.3 per cent year-over- 
year in the second quarter following 1.6 per cent increase in 


0.73. Our forecast is for the AS to rise toward U.S.S/AS 
0.78 in twelve monthd due to higher commodity prices, but 
there is near-term risk for AS weakness. Fust, the AS has a 
seasonal trend of weakening in die second half. Second, a 
surge in investment demand has led to a widening of the 
current account defidt. We expea the current account 
defidt for August to widen to a monthly defidt of -AS2 
billion compared to a -AS1.8 billion defidt for July. 
Furthermore, we now expea the annual current account 
deficits for 1994 and 1995 to be wider than previously 
forecasted. This widening of the current account defidt is 
the key risk to our AS forecast. 

That said, other factors continue to favour strong AS. 
Nominal interest rates are moving higher in Australia and 
we expect the 10-year government bond in Australia to 
offer a inflation expectations in both countries centre 
around 3 per cent next year, the real interest rates 
differential is also 325 basis points. The Reserve Bank of 


peanuts 


SORRY I CALLED YOU 50 
late last NIGHT, CHUCK.. 
I GUE55 I TALKED YOUR 
HEAD OFF, HUH ? 


50MET1ME5 I CAN'T 
SLEEP, AND I NEED TO 
TALK ..I LOVE TO TALK, 


SOMETIMES I JUST NEED 
b SOMEONE TO TALK TO„_ ^ 


Andy Capp 


THE OLD LADY OVER K, 
“THE HOAD WANTS SOME 
DECORATING DONE, ANDY. 


I'VE ' — -v 
VOLUNTEERED' 
BUT I NEED AN 
r ASSISTANT- r 


SHE'S WILLING 
y TO RAY TOP-*' 
MONEY FOR A ) 

„ GOOD JOB r' 


\ WOW ARE YOU ON 
WALLPAPERING, FLO-? 


REALLY-? 




' YOU SAY THAT THIS A YES, SIR 
JtS THE ONLY REMBRANDT 
■ FOR SALE AT THE 2 JS 

Moment? >2 


sur YOU told 
ME YOU HAD 
S> — v TWO/ T" 


YES. BUT THE OTHER V, 
ONE ISN'T 
READY. YET. 1 








Sk 




WJTndJEFF 
*7 PEAL Egg 


■'l/’Mx 


:P"P C I M3 Pit Hue S K BC*UM3rrr 

{*i eonoftspfisssscnvtt.n'c 


Australia expected to hike short-term rates by 75-to-lQO 
basis points in October or November. That compares to an 
expected U.S. Fed tightening of 50 basis points around the 
same time, so short-term rates in Australia should continuer 
to offer a premium. 


Swiss franc 


Fundamental View: Hie Swiss franc rallied against the 
Deutschemark last week, posting another new hi gh o f 
S.FJDM 0.8307. Currently the franc is trading near 0.8273. 
Upcoming election concerns in Germany and increased 
signs that the Swiss economy continues to recover have 
helped the franc appredate against the mark. Second 


quarter GDP in Switzerland rose at a 2.4 per cent rate 
following a first-quarter rate of 3.2 per cent. Fixed 


following a first-quarter rate of 3.2 per cent. Fixed 
investment spending has lead the recovery; while consump- 
tion and government spending has shown only modest 
growth. The external sector, on the other hand, has been a 
drag on the economy. Exports fell in both the first and 
second quarter while imports increased. The weakness in 
the external sector suggests the Swiss franc may be 
overvalued. 

With consumer price inflation still low — up only 0.5 per 
cent in August from a year ago — Swiss authorities could 
cot the discount rate again to offset some of the strength in 
the currency. We expea a 50 basis point cut in the discount 
rate — currently 3.5 per cent — within the next six months. 
We expea the franc to return to trading near S.F./DM 0.84 
where it should remain steady for the next year. Against 
the dollar, the franc remained fairly steady in the last week, 
trading near S.F./U.S.S 1.28. Over the next six-to-twelve 
months, we expea the franc to appreciate against the dollar 
to S.F/U.S.S 1.26. 


Canadian dollar 


Fundamental View: Canadian markets appear to have 
shrugged off anxiety about a Quebec secession following 
the Sept. 12 election. The election revealed that the Parti 
Quebecois's base support is probably not broad enough to 
cany out a successful spearation referendum. The Cana- 
dian dollar, which spent most of the year in the doldrums, 
is quickly appreciating on this new market fervour. The CS 
has risen to CS/U.S.S 1.34 from CS/U.S.S 1.37 just prior to 
the election results. 


Now that attention can focus on economic fundamentals, 
we expea the CS to be trading near 1.30 in six months time 
and 1.28 in twelve months time based on strong non- 
inflationary growth and improved budget deficits. In the 
first half of the year, real GDP in Canada grew 5.4 per 
cent, but consumer price inflation is still expected to be up 
only 0.5 per cent in 1994. Furthermore, we expea the 
federal government budget deficit to be CS2-3 billion below 
the Ministry of Finance's projection of CS39.7 billion and 
C$6.5 billion below the 1993 budget deficit- 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



“If we pay our bills, they'll just use 
the money to buy stamps to 
send us more bills!” 


THAT SCWAMIU FH WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold aed Mike Arglrton 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, lo form 
four ordriary words. 


RIMON 


SEUDO 


RHODIA 


HYSERR 


WHAT THE JANITOR 
ALWAYS KEPT AT 
ARM'S? LENGTH 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesteida/a 


•Ann Won: AWARD 
Answer What thee 
cop — AN| 


( Ans we r s tomorrow) 
CANINE BEATEN 


r found when he became a 
BEAT 


Jordan aims at least “ to dou- 
ble the share of agricultural 
irrigated areas per capita” 
which still, if achieved does 
not place Jordan any higher 
on the list in die region.' 

Mr. Egan said in a state- 
ment at the inauguration 
ceremony that agriculture has 
traditionally been important 
to Jordan . 

■ “In a recent study financed 
by the National Agricultural 
Development Project 
(NADP) projett, the agri- 
business sector... was found 
to contribute over 22% of 
Jordan's national income. 
Clearly the contribution of 
agriculture to the rest of the 
economy is of strategic im- 
portance,'’ he said. 

Mr. Egan noted that the 
qualified and highly moti- 
vated team of researchers 
that will be attracted by the 
budget and resources avail- 
able, the incentives provided, 
the impressive facilities which 
include lab equipment, com- 


puters and the auditorium 
and national library and in- 
formation centre should be 
adequately utilised to meet 
the requirements for a robust 
programme of research, but 
at the same time integrate the 
research and extension func- 
tions and be “client- 
oriented." 

He added that agriculture; 
in Jordan was at a critical 
moment as a result of in^ 
creased pressure on scarce 
water and land resources and 
as a result of increased com- 
petition from other countries. 

“The research to be under- 
taken by NCARTT here and 
at its regional centres will 
provide the technological 
basis for Jordanian agricultu- 
ral development in to the 
next century” .... and that 
“...farther growth depends 
on increasing yields and more 
diversified production while 
■conserving to the maximum 
these very limited re- 
sources,” he elaborated. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY OCTOBER 1, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Daytime finds you eager to make 
some interesting changes that you couldn't effect during the week 


and you will also have the opportunity to arrange matters at a 
distance with those different from yourself. 


ARIES; (March 21 to April 19) This is a good day for keeping in 
touch with those ar quite a distance, so write, use die telephone, etc. 
A new contact proved helpful. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Get at those reports, bills, etc. about 
which yon have been procrastinating and be accurate and efficient in 
die manner you do them. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) The promises you have not completed 
where partners are concerned can be handled nicely now. Be more 


alert to new and Interestin g projects. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Get caught you on all 
those small tasks ahead of you and they are soon cleaned up. Avoid 
a bothersome person. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) During your spare time, arrange 
recreational appointments with your friends so that aD will be 
prepared. Get creative tasks done with a flair. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) This is a good day for 
shopping for home and family needs and for getting the bouse in fine 
order. Be sure children are well-mannered. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Get into Saturday routines 
and handle them well. Complete what has been difficult to 
accomplish during the busy work week. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) A good day to roue up 
your borne and make the repairs which are necessary. See to it that 
all is more streamlined for greater efficiency. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Early take any 
health treatments you may need and get your appearance improved. 
Make good impressions upon those in authority. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You can handle all those 
private affiars early in the day and dear the deck for more important 


(activities in the near future. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Bring those wishes closer 
by applying yourself seriously to gain them. The evening is fine for 
being with a loved one and good friends. 


PISCES: (Febniary 20 to March 20) Make improvements to civic 
and credit affairs which apply to you. An influential person wDl then 
give you the backing you desire. 


Birthstone of October Opal — Tourmaline 


THE Dally Crossword 


by Betty Jotgeneen 


ACROSS 
1 Weapon 
hmdto 
5 Wnefan . 

10 Ranfsmalo 
l4Cotumn 
support 

15 ShiUbby plant 

16 Spouted pitcher 

17 *0*1,* a*. 

20 Slade 

21 1 amafl .* 

22 Cbfflorsus 

23 Quarry 

24 NanaSa 
26 Hangup 
29 rayrnpiana' 


30 Exchange 


31 Disables 

32 Toque 

35 Cold words 

39 Mho extract 

40 Accept* 

41 Moianor 
Gray 

42 Oat ild of 
papers, in a way 

43 Baby's bad 

46 Pictures 

47 Thwart 

48 Certain Arabian 

49 Warded 

50 Salon showing 
53 Cold wonts 

87 Robotl 

68 Expunge 

59 Spheres start 

60 Intonate 

61 AmoorNato 

62 Twosome 



Alyetwnd 


DOWN 

1 Laugh heartily 

2 Vktnlty 

3 Fiber plant 

4 Small chid 

5 Become furious 

6 Deck In flnary 

7 Hofad 

B Sctuaubj. 

9 Six* tie quality 

of 

10 Finch 

11 Expect 

12 Senator Helms 


13 Pretentious 

18 RabbiLMn 

19 Package 

23 Sk* heavily 

24 Joel Chancier 
Hants - unde? 

25 German river 

29 The Censor 

27 Opening agent 

28 Key pie 

29 Wed 

31 Pomp tun 
NJ 

32 Cowpokes' 
responsibility 

33 Seed covering 

34 Muscle 
cendMon 

38 Racial 

37 Unueual 

38 Ardor . 

42 Rada 
transmitter 

43 Bestow 

44 Latvian cental 

45 Mona Lias 
feature 


Praxis solved: 


□LJUU QQQQQ QDQP 
□□□□ □□□□□ CUJtfU 
□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□£! 
UCJUUUUDU □□□□UO 

udcjlj aaaa 
□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□ 
□□□□a □□□□□ □□□ 
□□□□ ooaaa qhljq 

□EJQ QQQQQ BOaDU 
QQtiDDQQQ aouatia 

' nr,aS DaH □□□□ 

□□□□□□ dddddbod 
□□aaaQDcjaaaauau 

□□□□ OQOQQ UUPU 
□□□□ HSHBD □□□□ 


46 Capital of 
Greta 

47 Ottawa] 

48 Novels! 

Water 

4B EKnd put 
SO Aleutian atari 


51 OtyonfteTbef 
62 Harness racing 


54 Upon 

55 Spleen 

56 No gentleman. 
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Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 

in co-opurartinn with 
Cairo Amman Bank 


U5. Dollar In lmxnutioiuil Mirksu 


Onwt> 

New votfe 
Cl 3M 

lta,r 2 1/9/94 

Tokyo 

Ctoit 

lw ' 29/9/94 

Surfing Pound 

/ - 574* 

/ .57*2 

Deutsche Murk 

7.552S 

1.551* 

Swiss Franc 

7-2670 

1 .2177 

French Franc 

5.29C.5 

5.2A75*"* 

Japanese Yen 

99.00 

06. 75 

European Curreuj Unit 

1.23/S 

I.2329** 


tlmpoo nptofr g - IM i b MT 


Dm: 29/9/ 1994 


Currency 

1 MTH 

J MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

VS. Dollar 

4.75 

5.00 

5.37 

5.S7 

Starting Pound 

5.76 

5.0 6 

6.00 

7.06 

Deutsche Marl 

4.66 

4.67 

5 .00 

5.43 

Swiss Franc 

3.56 

3.61 

4.06 

4.37 

French Franc 

5.26 

5.40 

S.75 

o.?5 

Japanese Yen 

2.12 

2.16 

2.25 

2.50 

European Currency Unit 

5. SO 

5.61 

6.12 

6.75 

M trial* M Mr* fur ml- rvnrdtnt ( *. (Vdtir* l.wa.uu or cqornfeni. 


CMMnd Bank «T Jordan Excbanga Rata BoHecin 

Dans: 29/9/; 99*4 


Currency 

Bid 

OfTer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.6970 

0.6990 

Sterling Pound 

1.0975 

1.7030 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4467 

0.4500 

Swiss Franc 

0.5410 

0.5437 

French Franc 

0.7315 

0.7322 

Japanese Yen' 

0.7050 

0.7065 

Dutch Guilder 

0.4004 

0.402 9 

Swedish Krona 



Italian Lira* 

0.0447 

0.0449 

Belgian Franc 




e 29/9/J994 


Currency 

Bid 

OfTer 

Bahraini Dinar 

I . 6330 

7.6500 

Lebanese Lira’ 

0.040760 

0.W2I50 

Saudi Riyal ■ 

0.7S55 

0.7674 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.3730 

2.3470 

Qatari Riyal 

0.1903 

0.7 923 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2000 

0.2750 

Oinani Riyal 

7.S970 

7.6170 

VAE Dirham 

0.2760 

0.3250 

Greek Drachma' 

0.27S0 

0.3250 

Cypriot Pound 

7.3925 

1.4950 


AMMAN FZNANC TAT. MARKET 
mum ub lujm juffuin - snuux 

449170 / 441170 
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to. OPORBC CLOS20C 
CLMIJS PM CE PRICE 

?uce 


Buor or joqu 


509,700 191.004 10' 
109.423 1-500 


l BUIO THT fc T . bSVBLOFHZrZ INK 


JORUM ZSZJLMC DARK 



jorum rusa ramuioB / auu t 
vnsD Kznou cast • oo m a wi vms 


be mourn cu bit rocxouzs 


TBK UUJVlUAb COMXERCIAI. fc AmUCUIUHUU. 

BE JORUM RO Rff T P KILLS 

arm PBMBucsvTxau. Hommcmino 

JORUM CBtARlC UflOSIftlES 

BE JORDU pzpzs in nu wc wttiK 

JOR UM f ill 4 CRRDMMID PfhCTOAIKS 

BE lUBUC RZVTK 

SPDBBQ t RBI MIBQ 


OAR AL DIMA DEVELOMOZ U ZVYESIWVZ 


ARAB PAPER CURVUU.UK 4 BAD UK 


BTBMEDXATE PEBO-CKBtlCAZ. TMMS1RICS 


JORUM ROCMaiL intnrstMRs 
DKV1RSAL CUBICAL lUDOSTB K KS 
JORUM BDOSBUS 4 matcb/jinco 
■ATTORAL CAULS 4 WRJP WUnmCTDR 2 RC 


TOR. PfUSftM. 4 CHEMICALS 


J0RDAM DIDVSTUAL RB&CVR CES CO. 


C M A ■ D 


19,239 

9a,2BT 

iaz,iif 

37*. BM 
92.427 
99,147 

219,217 
C2,05S 
4,110 
31.097 
215,40* 
4.109 
1 17.200 
0,754 
1,525 
15,947 
52, MS 
170,114 
93,273 
299,045 
22, Ml 
4,«94 
5,028 
2,237 
91,000 
941,731 
•1,103 
1.711 

• ,773 

312.044 

1,209 

21,991 

30,247 

57.900 

397,008 

20,249 

10,041 

3,014 

1,773 

9,439 

52,190 

41,295 

597.712 

173,474 

3,709 

JO. 109 
12,129 
40,993 
12.934 
<4.193 
7,244 
23.791 
40,324 
49,970 
202,741 
0,431 
423,290 
444,455 


3.130 

1- 070 

2.900 
4.050 

2.HO 

1.710 

3- 400 

3.470 
0.700 
3.130 

1.470 

3.490 
1.090 
3.500 

3. 000 

4- 350 

2.490 
1.430 

5.030 
3.910 

2.400 
1.300 
1.970 

1.040 
11.QQ0 

7.190 

3.440 
1.410 
1.3BD 

2.440 

2.470 
9.310 
3.200 
1.591 
t .500 

4.000 

2.740 

3.900 
2.010 
2.450 
3. 990 

14.100 

1.020 

4.530 
3.250 
1.290 
3.140 
2.440 

5.400 

1.530 

4.030 
1.790 

5.000 

2. 040 

2- 790 

1.040 
4.110 
2 . 7t0 


4.000 

1- 970 
3.990 
9-130 

1.909 

1.740 
3.490 
3.VS0 
4.400 

3.220 

1.440 
3.720 
1.940 
3.500 
3-090 
4.350 

2.420 

1.710 

5.300 
3-540 

2.740 
1.270 
0.990 
1.130 

11.550 

2.540 
1.730 
1.370 
1.390 
2.700 

2.440 

9.540 
9-470 

9.220 
4.120 
4.400 

3.000 
4.100 
3.030 
2.700 

2.910 
14.440 

1.000 

7.300 
3.250 
1.140 

4.220 

2.710 
3.190 

1.420 
5.040 
0.949 
4.000 

2- 130 
3.D30 
2.090 

4.420 
2.970 
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1.100 
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1.2(0 
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l.SM 
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U-UI BEADT MCA! KABUIAI.ru mac CO. 

so.oos 

a . mo 

l.«oo 
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Trading at the AFM picks up 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Trading picked 
up and prices also rose last 
week at the Amman Finan- 
cial Market (AFM) following 
intervention by some of the 
major institutional buyers in 
the market to avert a further 
slide caused by reported taxa- 
tion proposals, brokers said 
Friday. 

Another reason deed be- 
hind the upturn in the market 
was also reports that Israel 
and Jordan had made major 
progress in their peace nego- 
tiations and that the Jewish 
state was poised to announce 
the beginning of a military 
withdrawal from Jordanian 
lands it has occupied since 
1948. 

The weekly report of the 
AFM said turnover during 
the week rose to JD 8.5 
million, up 57.4 per cent from 
last week's JD 5.4 million. 

The general share price in- 
dex based on 60 major com- 
panies rose by 4.8 points, or 
3.7 per cent, during the week 


to dose at 146.1 points, the 
AFM report said. 

Shares of 73 companies 
were traded during the week, 
with 61 of them showing 
gains, five losing and seven 
remaining stable. 

The separate sectoral In- 
dices showed that industrial 
stocks registered the highest 
weekly increase, by 7.4 
points or six per cent, fol- 
lowed by the services sector 
(5.5 points or 4.1 per cent), 
commercial banks and finan- 
cial corporations (3.5 points 
or 2.3 per cent) and the insur- 
ance sector (0.8 points or 0.6 
per cent). 

Industrial stocks also 
accounted for the biggest 
share in the trading volume 
with JD 4.4 million, or 51.S 
per cent, followed by com- 
mercial banks and financial 
corporations with JD 2.1 mil- 
lion, or 24.7 per cent, the 
services sector with JD 1.9 
million, or 22.2 per cent, and 
insurance stock with JD 
100,000, 1.2 per cent. 

The AFM report said 3.4 
million shares changed hands 


under 6,112 contracts during 
the week. 

The rise in volume and 
prices follows three weeks of 
a slide in the market sparked 
by fears that capital gains in 
the AFM would be removed 
from the list of exemptions 
from income tax of up to 35 
to 40 per cent, brokers noted. 

The losses in share prices 
in the market since the begin- 
ning of September had been 
an average of about eight per 
cent, but in some cases the 
drop was as high as 20 per 
cent, said the brokers, who 
cannot be identified by name 
under standing AFM guide- 
lines. 

“Obviously some of the 
institutional investors de- 
cided that the slide was going 
too far and they decided to 
intervene to check it,” said 
one broker. “The result was 
the boost that the market saw 
last week.” 

According to the broker 
and others, another en- 
couraging factor for reluctant 
investors was reports of a 
“breakthrough" in 


Jordanian-Israeli peace nego- 
tiations. 

“Many investors were dis- 
couraged by the slow paw in 
die negotiations and indica- 
tions that Israel was trying to 
prolong the talks as much as 
possible,” said the broker, 
noting that many speculators 
were hoping that progress in 
Jordanian-Israeli peace nego- 
tiations would lead to foreign 
investments in the Kingdom. 

Investors also appear to be 
bracing for benefits from; the 
Casab lance economic summit- 
of Middle Eastern and North 
African countries. The sum- 
mit, an offshoot of the Arab- 
Israeti peace process, is ex- 
pected to produce agree- 
ments on economic coopera- 
tion and investments in the 
Middle East, including Jor- 
dan. 

“Fears of capital gains 
being taxed remain very 
much in the market, but'the 
optimism triggered by ex- 
pectations from the peace 
process appears to be. the 
balancing factor for the- mo- 
ment,” said the broker! 


CFA franc devaluation seen boosting tourism ; 

cy now buys twice as much 
CFJ 


ABIDJAN (AFP) — The 
January devaluation of the 
CFA franc has opened up a 
major opportunity for a host 
of African countries to re- 
launch their tourism indus- 
tries, a tourism expert has 
said. 

Jean-Pierre Dabarry, a 


consultant for the ! Madrid- 
based World Tourism Orga- 
nisation (WTO), told an in- 
ternational tourism confer- 
ence that the countries within 
the CFA zone had become 
more competitive in the in- 
ternational tourism market 
despite price increases which 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreig n Exchange and 
bullion markets Friday. 


U.S. $1 .00 costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.3433/43 

1.5473/83 

1.7335/45 

1.2850/60 

31.81/85 

5.2800/50 

1555.6/7.1 

98.38/48 

7.4905/05 

6.7720/70 

6.0727/77 

SI .5788/98 

$395.05/395.45 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


followed the 50 per cent de- 
valuation last January. 

“A meal worth 5,000 CFA 
francs used to cost the tourist 
from Paris 100 French francs. 
Even if die price goes up to 
6,000 CFA francs after de- 
valuation, it is not worth 
more than 60 French francs,” 
Mr. Dub airy explained. 

“An item considered to be 
expensive by tour operators 
has become affordable.” 

The CFA franc, the com- 
mon currency of some 14 
French-speaking African 
countries, is tied to the value 
of the French franc. After 
being fixed at the rate of 50 
CFA to one French franc for 
years, it was changed to 100 
CFA in January. 

Information gathered since 
then from the countries 
affected shows that an aver- 
age price rise of about 35 per 
cent had taken place since 
devaluation, meaning a re- 
daction for tourists with fore- 
ign currency of around one- 
third, as their foreign curren- 



-A. 

While up-market hotel 
prices in Ivory Coast have 
gone up by about 70 per cent, 
in Gogo, Cameroon, Senega) and 
Mali, the price increase bSs been 
around 30 to 40 per cent. 

If the post-devaluation 
price increase could be con- 
tained at between 20 and 40 
per cent, efforts coukl be 
made “to win back a clientele 
which has turned its back on 
Africa on the grounds that it 
was too expensive,*’ Mr. 
Dubarry suggested. 

However, he also noted 
that the devaluation had 
translated into a hike in air- 
line ticket prices for those 
paying in CFA, along with a 
hike in the price of imported 
goods and services. He said 
some hotels have been forced 
to abandon refurbishment, 
plans because of the devalua- 
tion. 

He also stressed that the 
region needed promotion. 

“Although the tour- oper- 
ators which schedule trios to 
French-speaking Africa 
acknowledge the beneficial 
effects of the devaluation, 
they still have to be con- 
vinced that they can once 
again stake their bets on this 
destination," he said. 


China 

warns 

state 

enterprises 
to adapt 
or 


BEIJING (AFP) — A senior 
Chinese official has warned 
state firms making unsaleable 
products to improve their 
performance or see their 
energy, raw material and 
funding lines cut off, a report 
has said. 

State Economic and Trade 
Commission Vice Minister 
Shi Wanpeng said such “com- 
pulsory means” should be 
used against any firms that 
continue to run up huge los- 
ses by churning out goods 
with no market, while profit- 
able enterprises should be 
given access to bank loans, 
the China Daily reported. 

The warning came as statis- 
tics indicated that state firms 
were finding it more and 
more difficult to sell ifie 
goods on the increasingly 
competitive Chinese market. 

Only 92.99 per cent of 
China’s industrial products 
were marketable at the end 
of July, 1.47 percentage 
points lower than at the same 
time last year, causing inven- 
tories of unsold goods to 
surge, the report said. 

In the first half of the year, 
the value of stockpiled goods 
grew 11.72 per cent to 169.47 
Billion yuan ($19.7 billion) on 
die same period in 1993 as 
industrial production soared 
18.8 per cent while retail 
production increased just 4#8 
per cent in real terms, it said. 

Stockpiles are biggest in 
the steel, pig iron, aut&=4 
mobile, motorcycle, video! 
cassette recorder, gasoline, J 
diesel oil, timber and cement | 
industries, it said. ' ■ a 

Mr. Shi called for thej 

national marketability ratel 
top be increased to 95 per] 
cent, urging local officials to-f 
identify firms that should cuts 

or even cease production, > 
Some 46.3 per cent of state* 
firms were in the red in the: 
second quarter of the year,? 
with the sector loses an esti-l 
mated 30 billion yuan ($3.5-; 

bilHon) annually. ■■ '■ 
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Hiroshima puts on Asian sporting show 


HIROSHIMA (AFP) — 
Hiroshima, a city rebuilt out 
°f the nuclear holocaust, 
stages the most expensive 
•’ ;v ■sporting event ever when 40 
countries representing more 
-■ ■- fhan half the world’s popu la- 
s'* tion compete m the Asian 
^r.Oames. 

V 11 1 .^ e * ias SP ^ 1 811 asto- 

t.t - • . mshing $15 billion, which is 
. JO times as much as Barcelo- 
na* na spent on the 1992 Olym- 
r.r- : pics, on the same sort of 
Stadiums and Games-related 

-.'.developments. 

"j ; An overhead tram-line 
cu -links the dty centre to an 
village which will be 
mz * -Mimed into as apartment 
tj i.'oomplex after the games, and 
k::! a . new international airport 
offers countries. 

■■ihA-i/ China's world record- 
ir.irP'iureaking women swimmeis 
itiSi f*nd runners will attract most 
; t .fj .of the attention when com- 
'•sitii petition starts almost 45 years 
to the day after Mao Zedong 
>(r j ; founded the Chinese Peoples' 
- ^. Republic. 

The country has come long 
!*-; i.way since pingpong diploma- 
c r,,c. £y drew it out of its interna- 
..-i* v tional isolation and Mao took 
the Olympic ideal of taking 
part being more important 
than winning to an absurd 
r.-c . .conclusion. China's unbeat- 



The big arch staHh™ for ceremonies, soccer games and track and field events 


able table tennis players were 
ordered to rotate the world 
championship titles amongst 
themselves. 

Smart team uniforms and 
expensive trainers have re- 
placed shapeless tracksuits 
and shoddy shoes, although 
self-taught athletics coach Ma 
Junren insists turtle blood 


and a secret elixir help Wang 
Jiuuda and Qu Yunxia run a 
marathon a day in training. 

The two young women 
won gold medals at the 1993 
World Athletics Cham- 
pionships in Stuttgart, Ger- 
many, and broke the world 
records for 1,500 metres, 
3.000m and 10,000m two 


weeks later in Beijing. 

Le Jingyi. who won four 
gold medals in worid record 
time, led the Chinese swim- 
ming team which won 12 out 
of 16 women’s gold medals at 
the Rome world cham- 
pionships two weeks ago. 

China’s head coach has had 
to defend his record against 


drug-taking allegations 

ChenYunpeng said the 
West was too willing to attri- 
bute China’s outstanding 
sports achievements to drugs. 

“The West created the 
problem of drug-taking and 
now they are trying to pin it 
on us,” he added. 

The 12the games will pre- 
sent the largest programme 
ever 337 competitions in 34 
sports which include two 
largely unknown outside 
Asia. 

Kabaddi is basically a boy’s 
playground game of catch but 
Brazil's Worid Cup soccer 
star Romario would be hard- 
pressed to get into either the 
Malaysian or Thai sides at 

sepak takraw. 

Sepak means kick in Malay 
and takraw is Tahi for ball. 
It’s a three-a-side game on 
the equivalent of a volleyball 
court with the men kicking 
and heading a bamboo- 
women ball over a headrhigh 
net. 

If television appeal is the 
sole criteria for Olympic 
selection — as beach volley’s 
appearance at the Atlanta 
Games in 1996 suggests — 
then sepak takraw should be 
put on the Sydney agenda for 
2000. 


For the first time five for- 
mer Soviet republics compete 
at the Games and Kazakh- 
stan has set itself the big 
target of 100 medals from 300 
competitors. 

Indonesia, South Korea 
and China make the badmin- 
ton tournament a mini worid 
championship now that Scan- 
dinavian players can no lon- 
ger match their speed and 
stamina. 

Susi Sustanti is expected to 
win both individual and team 
honours for Indonesia whose 
players are now effectively 
professional. 

China,' South Korea and 
Japan win share out the table 
tennis honours while Worid 
Cup champions Pakistan are 
favourites for the men’s 
hockey. 

Leandra Paes, who beat 
South African top-20 player 
Wayne Fereira in a Davis 
Cup match recently, should 
win the men’s tennis title for 
India. 

China, top nation since the 
1982 Games in Delhi, just 
hung onto their lead in the 
1986 Games in Seoul where 
an athletics relay win on the 
last day enabled them to fin- 
ish with one gold medal more 
than South Korea. 


Only gold is good 
enough for S . Korea 
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China says relations with Japan damaged 
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■HIROSHIMA, Japan (R) — 
China Friday bluntly de- 
clared relations with Japan 
had been damaged by an 
invitation to a Taiwanese 
official to attend the Asian 
Games. 

- But while the issue sharply 
escalated as a diplomatic 
row, games organisers in 
Hiroshima breathed a sign of 
relief when China at the same 
time announced it would not 
boycott the event's opening 
ceremony Sunday. 

• China has for weeks press- 
ed Japan to withdraw an in- 
vitation for Taiwan's Deputy 
Premier Hsu li-Teh to attend 
the ceremony, alarmed his 
presence might be regarded 
as a sign Taiwan was ending 
its international isolation. 


Hsu’s arrival in Okinawa in 
southern Japan Friday made 
him the most senior 
Taiwanese official to set foot 
in Japan since Tokyo switch- 
ed ties to Beijing from Taipei 
in 1972. 

At a press conference in 
.Hiroshima, the head of the 
Chinese Olympic Committee 
made clear that even though 
Beijing could not stop Hsu's 
attendance, it would not 
forget the row. 

“As you can see, Sino- 
Japan relations have been 
damaged.. We have no re- 
sponsibility for this. This is 
not a sport issue, this is a 
political issue,” said Wei 
Jizhong, secretary-general of 
the Chinese Olympic Com- 
mittee. 


“Their (China’s) reactions 
are too strong and unneces- 
sary,” Hsu told reporters be- 
fore leaving Taipei. 

“I am only to deliver the 
best wishes from our compat- 
riots to our athletes in 
Hiroshima,” he said. 

China has hinted the row 
could effect Beijing's position 
on any Japanese application 
to become a permanent 
member of the U.N. Security 
Council and a Tokyo news- 
paper reported Friday the 
controversy could effect 
Japanese loans to China. 

The Japan Times said 
already tough negotiations 
over details of a three-year 
package of yen loans to re- 
place a six-year programme 
worth 810 billion yen (S8.1 


billion) that expires in 1996, 
had become harder. 

“Prospects for an early 
agreement have suffered 
another setback as the di- 
plomatic row between Japan 
and China over Taiwan's rep- 
resentation at the Asian 
Games damaged the political 
atmosphere surrounding the 
negotiations,” it said. 

Japan has insisted Hsu’s 
presence is solely a sports 
issue and does not signal any 
change in its polity of havin 
only diplomatic relations wit 
Beying. 

Other foreign dignatories 
will include Iran's vice 
president, vice prime minis- 
ters of Kazakhstan and Thai- 
land. Indonesia's defence 


minister, Bhutan's foreign 
minister and Singapore's de- 
fence minister. 

Wei defended China's 
tough stance, saying Taiwan 
was hiding behind sports to 
gain a political advantage. 

“We did not come to des- 
troy the games, we did not 
come to destroy the atmos- 
phere of the Asian sports 
family,” he said. 

Asked if China would 
boycott the opening cere- 
mony, which would be watch- 
ed by Hsu and other foreign 
dignatories, Wei said China 
realised the symbolic import- 
ance of the opening cere- 
mony for the success of the 
games as a whole. 

“Therefore, the Chinese 


sports delegation will be pre- 
sent at the opening ceremony 
and also display the high spir- 
its of the Chinese people,’’ he 
said. 

Beijing has regarded 
Taipei as a renegade province 
since the 1949 end of the 
Chinese civil war when the 
defeated nationalists fled to 
the island, and has pressured 
other countries not to have 
ties with the island. 

Taiwan President Lee 
Teng-Hui, originally invited 
to attend the opening cere- 
mony, was forced to caned 
his visit under pressure from 
China. 

A record 7,300 athletes 
and officials from 42 nations 
are due to compete. 


HIROSHIMA (AFP) — 
South Korea's world Cup 
soccer squad has been told 
there is no point coming bads 
from the Asian Games with 
anything but the gold medal. 

The South Koreans kick 
off the Hiroshima tourna- 
ment Saturday expecting to 
score a hatful of goals against 
Nepal in one of six matches 
on the opening day. 

Huge bonuses have been 
promised to the players, nOw 
coached by former Soviet 
World Cup coach Anatoly 

Byshove ts,‘ if they can win 
the title from under the noses 
of their Japanese hosts. But a 
silver or anything less will 
earn nothing. 

Byshovets, who coached 
the Soviet soccer team to the 
Olympic gold in Seoul in 
1988, was technical advisor to 
Korean coach Khn Ho at this 
year’s World Cup. He took 
over when the side were held 
to a goalless draw by Bolivia 
and railed to qualify for the 
second round. 

By all accounts, the Ukrai- 
nian was the real tactician in 
South Korea’s impressive 
p er for m ances in their other 
matches at USA *94. They 
shocked the Germans by 
scoring two late goals to 
bounce bade when trailing 
3-0. They also held the strong 
Spanish side. 

“This is a different tourna- 
ment though," said 
Byshovets. "It’s a new chal- 
lenge and people expect a lot 
of us back home.” 

The bonuses are on offer 
because the South Korean 
Football Association is an- 
xious to step up its claim to 
host the 2002 Worid Cup 
finals. Japan are their main 
rivals as FIFA, the world 
body, have promised the fin- 
als will be the first in Asia. 

“It would obviously be 
good for us to win in Japan,” 
said Byshovets. 

South Korea will have 
nearly all of the World Cud 
squad on duty, including Noh 
Jung- Yoon, who plays for 
local side Hiroshima Sanfrec- 


ce in the Japanese J-Lcague. 

One of the notable absen : 
tecs will be goalkeeper Cb m 
in-Young, wbo said he would 
not play for the national side 
again after letting in three 
goals against Germany at the 
Worid Cup finals. 

Cha Sang-Kwang is the 
new number one keeper. 

Only about half the regular 
sie will start against Nep«* 
who can expect a hiding. 
Hong Myong-Bo will be mis- 
sing because of a knee injury- 
But he is expected to be fit 
for the rest of the tourna- 
ment. 

South Korea could meet 
Japan in the quarterfinals if 
they win Group A — • which 
also includes Kuwait and 
Oman — and Japan finish 
second in Group D. 

The host nation feel they 
have the toughest group - 
They are in with the United 
Arab Emirates, World Cup 
finalists in 1990. But they 
should still win which would 
delay any confrontation with 
the Koreans until the final. 

Japan start the tournament 
next Moody against the 
UAE. Their Brazilian coach 
Ricardo Falcao said “it 
couldn’t have been a worse 
draw.” 

Kazuyoshi Miura, Japan’s 
star striker, has returned 
from Italy to play m the 
tournament. Though injured 
in his first game for Genoa, 
he is training and will be fit to 
play on Monday. All of 
Japan’s games are a sell-out. 

Saudi Arabia would have 
been favourites had they sent 
their World Cup side. But the 
Saudis heeded an appeal 
from the Asian Football Con- 
federation to make the 
tournament under 23 and are 
giving their World Cup squad 
a rest. The Saudis start 
against Uzbekistan Saturday. 

Saturday's fixtures — 
Group A: Turkmenistan vs 
China. Yemen vs. Bahrain;. 
Group B: Saudi Arabia vs. 
Uzbekistan, Malaysia vs. 
Hong Kong; Group C: South 
Korea vs. Nepal, Kuwait vs. 
Oman. 
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Poping tests will be elaborate 


HIROSHIMA, Japan (AP) 

— It sounds almost cloak and 
dagger. Each day at an 
appointed time, two nondes- 
. cript couriers climb aboard a 
^passenger jet with luggage 
-that is carefully sealed, and 
<&£ extremely sensitive. 

• ?-•. But what the Asian Games 
j& couriers will be escorting 
halfway across Japan each 
yr -day for analysis won’t be 
! ’j.. State secrets. It will be sam- 
! HI. -pies of urine. Fifty or 60 cups 
'J.-J-at a time. 

“We don’t have the farili- 
5* ties to test for doping here," 
said Shuso Nomura, the man 
£‘ in charge of the medical and 
■*V ■ health division of the games’ 
organising committee. “So 
:v; we’ll have to send all that we 
collect back to Tokyo. Of 
fj:‘ .course, we’ll have a big prob- 
[5 lem if any spill.” 

r -Nomura said the lab in 
Tokyo, 700 kilometres (437 
miles) away, is the only one 
^-:-qpcredited by the Interna- 
ls tional Olympic Committee 
*5 (IOC) to conduct the tests for 


some 190 substances — from 
caffeine to anabolic steroids 
— that are banned or res- 
tricted at major international 
competitions. 

Especially because of 
suspicions raised about some 
Chinese athletese, the watch 
on drugs looms large at the 
Hiroshima Games, which will 
bring together nearly 5,000 of 
Asia’s best athletes for com- 
petition in 34 sports. 

Rumours were rife that 
several outstanding perform- 
ances by Chinese women at 
the World Swimming Cham- 
pionships in Rome less than a 
month ago were drug- 
enhanced. 

Though none of the allega- 
tions were borne out by test- 
ing afterward, more than a 
dozen coaches filed a formal 
appeal with swimming's gov- 
erning body for stricter test- 
ing and one complained that 
doping, real or perceived, 
had ruined the event. 

China’s contingent of 
women middle and long- 


distance runners, nicknamed 
“Ma’s Army” after coach Ma 
Junren, has also often been 
the subject of doping 
rumours. 

They have not failed any 
tests either, and Ma has said 
he feeds them something 
much more traditional — eli- 
xir of turtle blood and cater- 
pillar fungus. 

Both the swimmers and the 
runners are expected to com- 
pete in the two-week games, 
which officially open on Sun- 
day. Nomura said he is confi- 
dent that any cheaters in 
Hiroshima will be caught. 

“It ’s our hope that there 
will be no positive tests,” he 
said. “But we think we will 
be able to find any viola- 
tions." 

Nomura acknowledged 
that not all medallists will be 
tested. Instead, the extent of 
testing will depend to a large 
degree on recommendations 
from organisations related to 
each particular sport. 
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17 Chinese acrobats flown In from China 
for a superb 2 hour performance full of 
acrobatic & Chinese dancing. 
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Gala Dinner & Show 

Oct 3rd, 1994, 8:30 pm 
JD 18.000 incl. 

Matinee Show 

Oct. 4th, 1994, 6:00 pm 
JD 5:000 incl. 


^^pjservations, please call 641361 ext. 2222 


Condoms restricted a t Asian Games 


HIROSHIMA (R) — The 
cream of Asia's sporting elite 
was in a lather on Friday over 
the limited distribution of 
condoms at the Asian 
Games. 

Although condoms have 
been handed out freely at 
recent major sports events as 
an anti-AIDS measure, the 
organisers of the October 2- 
16 Hiroshima Games have 
decided 011 a “condoi on 
demand” polity, req iring 
the athletes to pick tin m up 
from a large basket □ the 
athletes' medical centre. 

The basket, organisers 
said, would be in a “semi- 
private" waiting area in the 
medical centre at the games 
village. 

“We are talking about an 
Asian culture where the free 
distribution of condoms may 
be frowned upon," said a 
games official. “But we have 
to be realistic when 7,000 
mostly young people come 
together.” 

The organisers vetoed a 
proposal to have dispensing 
machines in the village, or 
even to include condoms in 
welcome packs for athletes, 
officials and volunteers. 

Condoms, apart from sex- 
ual abstinence, are consi- 
dered the best means of stop- 
ping acquired immune de- 
ficiency syndrome. 

A Japanese condom mak- 
er, Okamoto, has donated 
50,000 condoms and 7,000 


AIDS-awareness leaflets in 
11 languages are being distri- 
buted around Hiroshima. 

The donated condoms are 
wrapped in a small packet 
emblazoned with the male 
and female dove symbols of 
the games, named Poppo and 
Cuccu, hugging romantically. 

One organiser said a ration 
of three per athlete had been 
considered sufficient for the 
two-week gala in this south- 
ern Japanese dty — to the 
horror of some sportsmen 
and women. 

“You’ve got to be joking. 
Some of these guys will be 
wanting three on foe first 
night," said a South-East 
Asian athlete when told of 
foe restriction. 

But games offidals de- 
fended their decision, saying 
they were confident of having 
enough condoms for all even- 
tualities. 

“We can’t have free service 
because some people will 
take away too many," said 
Shuso Nomura, head of the 
game medical service. “We 
don’t intend to control sex, 
just keep AIDS out of the 
village.” 

Nomura added that so far, 
demand had been low. 

He said although unlimited 
condom distribution had be- 
come a regular feature of 
major world sporting events, 
foe practice was still unusual 
in Asia and Hiroshima had 
taken foe anti-AIDS fight 



The male and female dove symbols of foe Hiros him a Games, 
Poppu and Cuccu 
further than any other sport- 
fest on the continent. 

Indian delegation chief 
Janardan Gehlot said there 
was no need for .a large 
quantity of condoxriS under 
nee distribution in an Asian 
context. 

“After all, this is not Los 
Angeles or Barcelona,” he 
said, referring to past free- 
wheeling venues of Olympic 
Games. 

Competing nations in 
Hiroshima include the pre- 
dominantly Roman Catholic 
Philippines and conservative 
Islamic states such as Iran 
and Saudi Arabia. 

These nations deeply 


oppose the use of condoms, 
arguing that they promote 
the spread of non-marital 
sex. 

Recent Asian surveys have 
indicated an explosion of 
AIDS on the continent, with 
a seven-fold increase from 
more than 30,000 to around 
200,000 in the past year. 

A world health organisa- 
tion report says there are 
more than 2.5 million people 
in Asia infected with HIV, 
the virus which leads to 
AIDS. 

More than 10 million 
Asians are expected to be 
AIDS-infected by the year 
2000 . 


Hiroshima on watch for Indian plague 


HIROSHIMA (R) — The 
head of medical services at 
foe Hiroshima Asian Games 
sounded a grim warning Fri- 
day over what would happen 
if India's plague epidemic 
broke out at the athletes vil- 
lage. 

Shuzo Nomura told Reu- 
ters that in the past week 
special medicine had been 
brought in to combat any 
outbreak tif the disease 
among Indian athletes at the 
games, which open Sunday. 

“I am watching, but not 
worrying," Nomura said. 

Nomura said he was in 
constant touch with doctors 
of the Indian contingent at 
the games to see if anyone 
developed symptoms of the 
disease which has claimed 50 
lives in India since it broke 
out about one week ago. 

Pneumonic plague started 
in the western Indian city of 
Surat, 270 km (160 miles) 
north of Bombay, and spread 
to other parts of India includ- 
ing the national capital of 


y — 


New Delhi, where 88 people 
are quarantined. 

Some 1,600 suspected 
plauge patients are in Indian 
hospitals. 

Nomura said there was a 
period of six days over which 
symptoms of the disease de- 
veloped. 

About half of India’s 300 
participants have arrived in 
Hiroshima and the others are 
due next week. 

“If it (an outbreak of the 
disease at the village) hap- 
pens, and I hope it never 
happens, I will have to clean 
the place, and check all those 
who came into contact with the 
person,” he said, shaking his 
head in dismay at the task. 

He said if there was possi- 
ble case of plague speed 
would be vital in containing 
the disease. 

“We will isolate anyone 
infected immediately," he 
said. 

More than 7,000 athletes 
and officials are living and 
dining closely together in 


huge blocks of apartments in 
the sprawling village on the 
outskirts.of Hiroshima, a dty 
of nearly one million people. 

Pneumonic plague is highly 
contagious and spreads be- 
tween humans through con- 
taminated sputum or breath. 

On arriving at the village, 
Indian athletes have been 
given special forms to fill in 
asking where they had lived 
in the past two weeks. 

This precaution is apart 
from a yellow -fonn routinely 
distributed to arriving inter- 
national passengers asking if 
they have had vomitting or 
diarrhoea. 

Janardan Gehlot, head of 
the Indian delegation to the 
games, said no Indian partiri- 
pant had come from the pla- 
gue affected areas. 

He said, the reports -of. the' 
epidemic had also not 
affected the athletes psycho- 
logically, and they were 
ready, for foe : competition 
ahead. 


Another Indian offidai. 
Amrit hose, said the athletes 
had all been in training camps 
far away from. any area with 
the disease. 

- Health authorities, includ- 
ing the World Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO), said the dis- 
ease was under control. They 
emphasised that, while dead- 
ly if not treated, it can be 
easily cured. 

The WHO said ■ the out- 
break was not likely to spread 
abroad and was expected to 
be over within three weeks. 

It has also not warned 
travellers againsf going to In- 
dia, but several foreign gov- 
ernments are taking steps to 
guard against the sickness — 
advising against travel to In- 
dia, and screening or even 
bamng travellers and cargo 
from India'. 

• Clearly irritated by the ac- 
tion of some foreign govern- 
ments, the Indian foreign 
ministiy has sent a statement 
to embassies that the situa- 
tion- was well under control. 


Japanese 
police on 
full alert 
for games 

HIROSHIMA (R) — Police 
were on full alert at the Asian 
Games here Friday after 
homemade rocket parts were 
found jn raids on Japan's 
most feared radical group 
which plans to disrupt a visit 
by Emperor Akihito to the 
event. 

A police spokesman said 
the rocket parts, weapons 
and six pounds (3.3 kgs) of 
gunpowder were seized ear- 
lier Friday in raids in Tokyo 
on several “warehouses" of 
the Chukakuha (middle core 
faction). 

After foe parts were disco- 
vered an alert went out to 
Hiroshima police who beefed 
up already stringent security 
for the visit Sunday by 
Emperor Akihito and 
Emperess Michiko to open 
the games. 

They leave the same day 
on a 13 day tour of Spain and 
France. 

Chukakuha have also 
threatened to disrupt the 
royal couple's European 
tour. 

Police also have issued an 
all-point bulletin for the 
arrest of Toshiaki Tajima. 
the 39-year-old leader of 
Chukakuha. 

The 4,800-strong Chuka- 
kuba has claimed responsibil- 
ity for scores of bombings, 
including an abortive rocket 
attack on foreign dignitaries 
during the 1986 Tokyo sum- 
mit. 

Rocket-like projectiles 
fired by a sophisticated tim- 
ing device that slid open the 
windows of an apartment, 
flew four km (2.5 miles) and 
missed U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan. British 
Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher and their colleagues 
by 50 metres (160 feet). 

"This (the crackdown) is 
part of our efforts to prevent 
possible guerrilla attacks by 
the leftist group.” said a 
police spokesman in Tokyo. 

In Hiroshima, a police 
spokesman said they have 
mobilised an unprecedented 
4,700 policemen in the dty 
and surrounding areas to pro- 
vide security for foe two- 
week Asian Games. 

“I believe this is the 
tightest-ever security since 
our headquarters were 
formed,” the Hiroshima 
spokesman said. 

“This is not only for the 
. emperor, but also for^VIP 
] persons from overseas." 
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Sports 


U.S. beat Germany in 
volleyball championship 


ATHENS. Greece t,AP) — 
Brazil, the world's top rank- 
ed team, Thursday needed 
five sets to defeat mid-ranked 
Argentina while defending 
champion Italy handily beat 
China in the first round of the 
13th Volleyball Men’s World 
Championship. 

Coming from behind, Bra- 
zil won 3-2 (7-15, 10-15. 15-4, 
15-10, 15-10) but had a diffi- 
cult time challenging 16th- 
ranked Argentina in the first 
two sets. 

Brazil, in Group B, 
changed its game in the third 
set, bringing in setter Casio 
PeTeira to improve, its play. 

Playing in the northern city 
of Salonica. Group C’s Italy 
had an easier time defeating 
China 3-0 (.15-8, 15-8, 15-4). 

In other games. Group A’s 
Greece easilv defeated Cana- 
da 3-0 (15-7, 15-3, 15-12) 
while in Group D the Nether- 
lands beat Sweden 3-1 (15-8, 
15-9, 12-15, 15-5). 

Canadian coach Cement 
Lemieux still held out hopes 
for his team. 

“We didn’t show at all. we 
could have won the third set 
but I am still confident we 


can make a good showing in 
the world championship," he 
said. 

In earlier matches, the Un- 
ited States beat Germany 3-1 

/If 4 d if d * J- « AV 


(15-13, 14-16, 15-4, 15-10J 


and Russia beat Algeria 
(15-10, 15-6, 15-3) in their 
Group A match. 

Group D’s Cuba beat 
South Korea 3-2 (12-15, 17- 
16. 15-9, 9-15, 15-10) while in 
Group C Bulgaria downed 
Japan 3-1 (16-14, 15-9, 14-16. 
15-11). ‘ 

Groups A and B' play in 
Athens while C and D play in 
the northern Greek city of 
Salonica. 

In Group B, the United 
States started off shakily 
against Germany, fighting 
back from 1-6 to take the first 
set 15-13. Then they were 
again down 1-6 when coach 
Frederick Sturm sent Dexter 
Rogers to substitute for Jeff 
Nygaard. 

"We lost the set 16-14 but 
we felt we were very competi- 
tive in the match. We found a 
group that could play well 
together and that was a big 
factor in our win,” Sturm said 
after the match. 
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KILL THAT TRICK! 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* Q 9 7 
7 6 2 

A J 7 6 2 

* K 4 

WEST EAST 

* 5 ♦ 6 4 

“ K J 4 3 '10 98 

8 4 3 K Q 9 5 

♦ 10 9 6 6 2 * A Q T 5 

SOUTH 

* AKJ 10 8 3 2 
A Q 5 

10 

4J3 

The bidding: 

North East South West 

Pose Paw 1 * Pass 

3 * Pass 4 * Pass 

Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Ten of # 

Accurate defense is a real test of 
one's deductive ability. You see only 
ball your side's assets and what 
seems obvious is not necessarily cor- 
rect. Consider this hand. 

The opponents land In e rontine- 
four-spade game after a straightfor- 
ward auction. Note North’s jump 
raise with only ihree-card support. 
Since (hat player is a passed hand 
and a response of two diamonds, 
which is no lunger forcing, might get 
passed. North had little choice ex- 
cept to raise spades to the appropri- 


ate leveL 

Wtst led the ten of dubs and East 


won the first twin tricks in that suit. 
What would you, a» East, do at the 
third trick? 

The ten of hearts is the obvious 
shift. Declarer can then rise with the 
ace. cross to the ace of diamon ds 
and. carefully preserving ail of dum- 
my's trump entries, niff a Hinmnnd 
Declarer gets hack to the board with 
a trump for another diamond ruff. 
Should either defender show out, 
declarer reenters dummy with a 
trump and leads a heart toward the 
queen and the contract will hinge on 
the location of the king of hearts. 
But when both defenders follow to 
the third diamond declarer uses one 
of dummy's remaining trumps as an 
entry to ruff out the last diamond 
and another to take a heart discard 
on the fifth diamond, wmlfii g jo 
tricks. 


If East reasons that any heart 
. losers declarer haactoi onjyget away 
on diamonds, the winning defmw 
emerges from the shadows— attack 
dummy's entries. East must return a 
trump at trick three and one of de- 
clarer's dummy entries is spent be- 
fore it can be put to productive use. 
As the cards lie, declarer will go 
down. 



Golden Gate tours offers two nights package for 
Petra & Aqaba from Thursday night until Saturday 

night (every week). 

For more information please call 695379 


VACANCIES AT THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN 


Vacancy 

Secretary 

Translator 

Receptionist 

Admin. Officer/Accountant 


Requirements 
Secretarial diploma 


3 years experience 
>1 Ql 


Post school qualification 
5 years experience 
12 years schooling 
5 years experience 
3 years Degree/Diploma 
5 years experience 


All candidates must be fluent in English and 
Arabic. 

Applications must be sent to: 

The South African Embassy 
P.O.Box 851508 
Sweifiyyia 11185 
Amman 
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A1 Maktoum 
springs 
another big 
surprise 


NEWMARKET (R) — Top 
owner Hamdan AI .Mak- 
toum landed a Group One 
race with a complete outsider 
for the second rime in five 
days when 33-1 chance Fard 
won the Middle Park Stakes 
Thursday by an impressive 
three and half lengths. 

On Saturday, the same 
owner sprang one of the big- 
gest surprises for years when 
66-! shot Maroof took the 
Queen Elizabeth II Stakes at 
Ascot. 

Fard stole a inarch on his 
more fancied rivals with a 
strong run up the rails inside 
the final furlong (200 
metres). 

Green Perfume, a 5-1 
chance ridden by Richard 
Quinn, finished .second, a 
neack clear of Fallow, also 
5-1. 

Ridden by Willie Carson, 
who was enjoying his fourth 
success in the race, Fard 
obviously benifitted from 
wearing blinkers for the first 
time. 

The win came as something 
of a surprise to the owner. 


lOi-year-old 
sw imm er sets 


world record 


BRISBANE (R) — Move 
over Kieren Perkins, Austra- 
lia has a new world record- 
breaking swimming sensation 
— 101-year-old Mary Maina. 

On Friday, Maina set a 
world record for the women’s 
50 metres freestyle in the 100 
years-plus category at the 
World Masters Games. 

Maina docked five minutes 
12.34 seconds and im- 
mediately declared her readi- 
ness to undergo a drug test. 

“I think Fm glad it’s over.” 
said Maina, who swam sides- 
troke and was the only com- 
petitor in her age group. 

Her pace was just a little 
slower than that . of .fellow 
Queenslander 'Perkins', who 
has set world marks for the 
men’s 400, 800 and 1,500 
metres freestyle since late 
August and would have been 
well past 500 metres by the 
time Maina finished her 50. 


Inter crash ©ut of UEFA Cup 


LONDON (R) — Italian soc- 
cer suffered more penalty 
shoot-out agony Thursday 
when Intemasionale were 
bundled out of the UEFA 
Cup in the first round by 
Aston Villa. 

The English Premier 
League side,* 1-0 down after 
the first leg, deservedly level- 
led the tie on aggregate 
thanks to a 41st minute goal 
from Ray Houghton and 
forced Inter to take their 
chances from the penalty 
spot. 

As with Italy in the World 
Cup final against Brazil in 
July, they proved unequal to 
the task as first Da vide Fon- 
tolan and then Ruben Sosa 
missed the target. 

Villa's Phil King then 
blasted a left-foot shot past 
Italy goalkeeper Gianiuca 
Pagliuca to gie his side a 4-3 
win on penalties. 

The result was just reward 


for Villa’s positive soccer in a 
relentless match which saw 
several chances at both ends. 

For Houghton, who scored 
the winning goal for Ireland 
against Italy at Giants Sta- 
dium in their 1-0 World Cup 
win, it was again a case of 
being in the right place at the 
right time. 

He was lurking in the Inter 
penalty area when the ball 
flew unexpectedly to him off 
a defender's head and the 
midfielder volleyed past Pag- 
liuca from close range. 

The Inter striking pair of 
Sosa and Dennis Bergkamp 
always looked dangerous on 
the break but it was Villa who 
came closest to settling the tie 
in the second period of extra 
time. 

A superb lob from Guy 
Whittingham left Pagliuca 
stranded. But the ball 
bounced off the bar towards 
Houghton who slid his shot 


wide of the post. 

After Fontolan had put his 
penalty over the bar, Villa’s 
delight was cut short when 
Whittingham’s attempt was 
smothered by Pagliuca. 

But the shoot-out then 
took a decisive twist when 
Sosa crashed his spot-kick 
against the cross-bar, leaving 
defender King to apply the 
killer blow. 

Werder Bremen also com- 
pleted a successful week for 
German clubs following the 
successes of Borussia Dort- 
mund, Eintracht Frankfurt, 
Kaiserslautern and Bayer 
Leverkusen, who all adv- 
anced in the UEFA Cup, and 
Bayern Munich, who won 
their champions league 
match against Dynamo Kiev 
Wednesday. 

Bremen overcame Maccabi 
Tel Aviv of Israel 2-0 with a 
goal direct from a comer by 
Mario Basler after 81 minutes 


wrapping up the tie 2-0 on 
aggregate after the first leg 
ended 0-0. 

The biggest winners of the 
night were Panathinaikos of 
Greece whothrasbed Pirin of 
Bulgaria 6-4-for an 8-1 aggre- 
gate victory. 

The Greeks' hero was Pol- 
ish international striker 
Krzysztof Warzycha who 
scored a bat-trick with two in 
the last three minutes. Samp- 
doria of Italy also made it 
through to the next round but 
were made to work very hard 
for their 4-3 aggregate win 
against Norwegian part- 
timers Bodo Glimt. 

Bodo twice led by two 
goals in the first leg before 
Sampdoria brought the first 
leg deficit back to 3-2. 

But the Italians were not so 
generous Thursday, with first 
half goals from England cap- 
tain David Platt and Attilio 
Lombardo putting the Ita- 



Mika Kottila (left) of HJK Helsinki tackles All G oncer of Turkish Besik tas during the first period of their European 
Cup Winners Cup match in Helsinki (AFP photo/ 


NEW APT. FOR RENT 


3 bedrooms, 2 baths, kitchen and living, dining 
room, first floor. 


Address: Khalda - east of New English School 

For more information call No: 840113 


FURNISHED APT. FOR RENT 

American Embassy st, opposite Baituna 
Housing 

Groundfloor, 3 bedrooms, living room, dining room, 
and 3 bathrooms, with big garage and back and 
front yards, total area 2l0m z , with brand new 
furniture. 

Please call Nazer Real Estate Tel. 698545. 


A leading Jordanian bank is seeking ambitious, self motivated 
Jordanian employees to join a well established team to fill the following 
vacancies - 

1. Head of department: with minimum 5 years experience in 
marketing. 

2. Marketing employees with 2 years experience. 

All applicants should have a bachelor's degree in marketing, finance or 
a related discipline, good command of English, can use PC's, MBA 
degree is preferable. 

All applications should be sent to 
“Marketing and Investment Department Manager” 
P.O. Box 950661 
Amman 11195 Jordan 


iians 4-3 up which is how it 
stayed until the end. 

Platt twisted his ankle as he 
scored and could be out of 
action for several weeks. 

Sampdoria's win followed 
successes by Serie A rivals 
Napoli, Parma, Juventus and 
Lazio in the UEFA Cup and 
Milan in the champions' 
league, but UEFA Cup hol- 
ders Internationale failed to 
make it seven wins out of 
seven for the Italian league. 

They lost 4-3 on penalties 
to Aston Villa in England 
after the sides finished i-1 on 
aggregate at the end of extra 
time. 

Villa won 1-0 on Thursday 
with the only goal coming 
when Irish international Ray 
Houghton blasted the bail 
past Gianiuca Pagliuca after 
41 minutes. 

It was the second time 
Houghton had scored against 
Pagliuca this summer, the 
first was when he scored Ire- 
land’s winning goal against 
Italy in the first round of the 
World Cup in June. 

Thursday's match was 
played at a fantastic pace 
throughout and was in' many 
ways a classic confrontation 
between the English and Ita- 
lian styles which Villa domin- 
ated in the second half. 

They went close to scoring 
countless times and almost 
won the game a minuTe from 
time when Guy Whittingham 
chipped the ball over- Pag- 
liuca only to see the ball hit 
the top of the bar. 

The first six penalties were 
scored in the shootout before 
Davide Fontolan blasted the 
ball over the Villa bar. Pag- 
liuca then saved Whitting- 
ham's penalty. Uruguayan 
Ruben Sosa then hit the Villa 
bar with his. before Phil King 
blasted his spotkick into the 
centre of Pagliuca’ s net :o 
give Mila a famous victor)'. 


The only other game to be 
decided by penalties was the 
Cup Winners Cup between 
Ferencvaros of Hungary and 
CSKA Moscow of Russia 
which ended 3-3 on aggregate 
after extra time. Ferencvaros 
won the shootout 7-6. 



AL-DANA 

Th© Name You Trust 

Swaifiyah - Tel. 863091 Fax : 863092 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


CARUTO’5 WAV 

Shows: 12 : 30 . 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:45 

Friday for children. 

The Care Bears 

at 11:00 a.m. 


Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

NabU AI Mashiai Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham’s Tel.: 625,155 1 

AH LAN THEATRE-: 

Peter Cauote & Emma- 
nuelle Seicner-.in 

BITTER MOON 

Shows: 1230. 3:30, 6:30. 8:30, I0J0 

CONCORD “1” 
SPEED 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 
SLEEP WALKERS 

Shows: 3:15, 5:15 

Cinema and Theatre 

Presents the political comedy: 

Legal Evening Entertainment 

Starring: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan AI Shaer and Mahmoud 
Abu Ghanb. 

For reservation call tel: 618274-618275 

Today & Everyday 

Abu Awwad in social com- 
edy 

“PUNCTURED 

BAG” 

Presents: 

The political satire: 

AI SaEani Ya Salam - 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday & Sunday is the 
theatre’s holiday. t 
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Ganimoh quashes 
speculation of cut 
in customs duties 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Finance Minis- 
ter Sami Gammoh on Friday 
quashed widespread specula- 
tion that the government was 
poised to announce a reduc- 
tion of customs duties on cars 
and said there was no com- 
pelling reason for Jordan to 
adopt such a move. 

Mr. Gammoh said there 
was no ground to reports that 
the Ministry of Finance and 
Customs was drawing up 
amendments to customs 
tariffs on cars. 

He also rejected reports 
that the U.S., an ardent 
advocate of reduced customs 
duties on cars, was pressuring 
Jordan. 

' “There are no plans to 
reduce customs duties on 
cars,” the minister told the 
Jordan Times. 

Mr. Gammoh also rejected 
reports that Jordan was duty- 
bound to reduce customs 
duties on cars under the eco- 
nomic restructuring program- 
me being implemented under 
the supervision of the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and - the World Bank. 

“The programme only says 
that customs duties should be 
in alignment with the econo- 
mic priorities and interests of 
the country.” and thus leaves 
it io the government to deter- 
mine the best course of ac- 
tion. he pointed oul “The 
government does not feel 
that there is any need for any 
reduction of customs duties 
on cars.” 

“We are very much com- 
mitted to the economic res- 
tructuring programme and 
have no intention to deviate 
from it.” said the minister. 
“But it does not automatical- 
ly mean that we have to 
amend customs tariffs.” 

Asked whether the U.S., 
whose cars sales to Jordan 
have suffered as a result of, 
high customs duties on vehi- 
cles of higher engine sizes, 
was exerting pressure on the 
government to reduce the 
tariff, the minister said: 
“There is no doubt that the 
U.S. would like to see the 
customs duties on cars re- 
duced, but they understand 
our position and are not ap- 
plying any pressure on us.’* 

U.S. Commerce Secretary 
Ronald Brown, who visited 
Jordan late last year, went 
out of his way to specifically 


mention in a speech here that 
American car sales to Jordan 
were suffering as a result of 
the Kingdom's customs tariff 
structure. 

He noted that the customs 
department was assessing 
.duties on the basis of the 
engine size, leading to higher 
customs duties on American 
cars which have traditionally 
higher-size engines. 

The U.S. wants Jordan to 
assess and levy customs 
duties on the basis of the cost 
price of vehicles. This would 
improve the sale of American 
cars to Jordan but not lead to 
higher car exports from the 
U.S. to the Kingdom than 
from Japan or Korea. 

American-made smaller 
cars carry a higher price tag 
when compared with their 
Japanese and Korean coun- 
terparts. 

Mr. Gammoh 's comments 
effectively do away with mar- 
ket speculations that prices of 
cars were about to go down. 

Car dealers have been 
complaining of lean business 
in the past months as many 
potential buyers appeared to. 
be opting to await reduced 
customs duties. 

“People would come and 
look at cars, ask for prices 
and customs duties; and then 
leave quietly without making 
any deals," said a used-car 
dealer in Marka. “Many of 
them say they prefer to wait 
until the customs duties went 
down.” 

Agents for European and 
Japanese made cars have also 
reported reduced business 
but not of a serious nature 
that would affect their opera- 
tions. 

“People have different 
approaches to paying cus- 
toms duties on used cars and - 
on new ones,” said one auto- 
mobile dealer "They may 
not mind paying a higher 
amount for a brand new car 
but hesitate when it comes to 
paying customs duties on 
used cars." 

The governnifent has 
already reduced customs 
duties on medium-size pick- 
up trucks, bringing down 
prices by JD 2,500 to JD 
5,000. 

That move was prompted 
by the government’s concern 
to support the agriculture 
sector since it believes that j 
medium-size pick-up trucks 
are mostly used by farmers 
and for agricultural purposes. : 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Egypt expels two Sudanese diplomats 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt has ordered the expulsion of two 
Sudanese diplomats on charges of threatening state secur- 
ity, the Sudanese embassy, here 'said Friday. The Foreign 
Ministry told the embassy on Wednesday that adviser 
Ibrahim Mattar and Second Secretary Yassa Abdul Rah- 
man bad to leave the country within five days. Press 
Attache Salah Ibrahim told AFP that the ministry charged 
the two diplomats were “threatening the security of the 
state.” According to an authoritative Egyptian source, the 
decision was taken in retaliation for Sudan's expulsion on 
Monday of an adviser at Egypt’s embassy in Khartoum, 
Osama Yassin. The diplomat was accused of “activities 
incompatible with his status” and of having made contact 
with opposition leaders, the source said, declining to be 
identified. Foreign Minister Amr Musa and his Sudanese 
counterpart Hussein Abu Saleh met on Tuesday in New 
York but without making progress on easing the strains 
between the two countries, an Egyptian official said. 

butch police uncover Israeli drug ring 

AMSTERDAM (AFP) — Dutch police announced Thurs- 
day they had smashed a major Israeli designer drugs ring, 
triggering 14 arrests in three countries after they discovered 
an “ecstasy” factory at Wormerveer east of here. The 
factory, one of the biggest ever found in the Netherlands, 
was inside a six-metre high hanger. It was discovered when 
an ammonia cloud leaked out and gassed two passers-by, 
putting them in hospital with breathing difficulties. They 
then reported the incident to the police. Three suspects 
were arrested inside the factory, another was picked up on 
the border with Belgium and a fifth was held at Antwerp in 
Belgium, police said, adding that they had been ti(J{>ed off 
by Israeli police in April to the existence of a dnfp ring. 
Nine other people were arrested in Israel. - 

Mossad murdered Maxwell —author 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The Israeli secret service Mossad 
killed British tycoon Robert Maxwell after he tried to 
■blackmail them, according to a new book written by a 
former agent. Maxwell fell overboard from his yacht off the 
■Canary Islands in November 1991 as his financial empire 
crumbled. Viktor Ostrovsky claims in “The Other Side of 
Deception" that the Czech-born fraudster threatened to 
reveal several Mossad plots unless they paid him large but 
unspecified sums of money. The plots allegedly involved 
^overthrowing former Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev and 
the assassination of ex-U.S. President George Bush “for 
the greater interest of Israel.” 

Tunis to host African symposium 

.TUNIS (AFP) — An international symposium on develop^ 
ment and stability in Africa will take place in Tuni&on the 
seventh anniversary of President Zine El Abidine Bgn Ali 
taking power. The political bureau of the ruling Democra- 
tic Constitutional Assembly (RCD) decided to organise the 
symposium at a meeting Tuesday, presided over by the 
Tunisian president. The symposium will be held Nov. 7. 
Mr. Ben Ali currently occupies the revolving presidency of . 
the Organisation for African Unity (OAU), whose last I 
summit was held in Tunis. 



Wreck of sunken 

Estonia located 


RABIN IN AQABA: Bis Majesty King Hus- Hassan with Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
sein and His Royal Highness Crown Prince Rabin in Aqaba on Thursday (Petra photo) 


Jordan 

adopts 

anti-plague 

measures 

By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian au- 
thorities have adopted mea- 
sures to prevent the spread of 
the pneumonic plague from 
India but Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) has not suspended its 
fights to and from New De- 
lhi. An RJ official said the 
airline had no instructions to 
cancel any of the two weekly 
flights to "India — New Delhi 
and Calcutta — and therefore 
the Friday and Sunday trips 
would go ahead as scheduled. 

The RJ official told the 
Jordan Times there was no 
cancellation by any of the SI 
passengers booked on Fri- 
day’s flights to New Delhi. 

RJ Chief Executive Officer 
Nader Dahabi was qutoed by 
the local press as saying that 
quarantine regulations were 
adopted by the airline to pre- 
vent plague-carriers from 
coming to Jordan. 

A separate lounge has 
been set aside Queen Alia 
International Airport for pas- 
sengers arriving from India 
and specialists from the 
Health Ministry would be ex- 
amining them to ensure they 
are free of the disease, Mr. 
Dahabi said, 

RJ planes are sprayed with 
special anti-plague chemicals 
and food remaining aboard 
planes is destroyed. 

Health Minister Aref 
Batayneh said medical teams 
have been assigned at the 
border posts to examine 
travellers from India and 
another team of specialists 
has been assigned at the air- 
port to check transit passen- 
gers from India. 

The Health Ministry is also 
providing ultracycline pills to 
passengers arriving from the 
stricken areas as a pre- 
cautionary measure to pro- 
tea them from infection. Dr. 
Batayneh said. 

At Aqaba, be said all crew 
aboard ships are checked and 
the goods sprayed with pesti- 
cides. Special inspection is 
being carried out to ensure 
that the vessels do not cany 
rats or insects. 

Dr. Batayneh said that the 
Health Ministry has 
appointed a special medical 
team to be in constant touch 
with the Indian authorities 
and further measures could 
be adopted in Jordan in the 
light of the team's reports. 


Forum on Election Law 
sees need for changes 


By Cathy King 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Participants at a 
conference on “Current 
Trends in Electoral Systems" 
concluded Thursday that Jor- 
dan’s current electoral law 
requires amendments that 
would make it compatible 
with Jordan's quest for a 
democratic system of govern- 
ment. 

Having examined worl- 
dwide eleaorai systems on 
Wednesday the conference 
turned to topics related to 
public confidence, the Tole of 
the mass media and eleaorai 
development in Jordan on 
Thursday. 

The conference co- 
organised by the New Jordan 
Research Centre (NJRC) and 
the Washington-based 
National Democratic Insti- 
tute for International Affairs 
(NDI), was bailed as a great 
success by partid pants who 
felt it was benefidal to dis- 
cuss openly the pros and cons 
of the Jordanian eleaorai 
process in light of what they 
had learnt about other elec- 
toral systems. 

The significance of the con- 
ference was complemented 
by the patronage of Taher A1 
Masri, speaker of the Lower 
House, and the attendance of 
Amman Mayor Mamdouh 
Abbadi and House Vice- 
Speaker Abdul Razzaq 
Tbeishat as well as senators, 
deputies and political party 
leaders. 

Although woman partid- 
pants were few, they display- 
ed more active partidpation 
than their male counterparts. 

The frankness of the debate 
was seen to be a demonstration 
of democracy in itself, but inter- 
national participants warned that 
the achievement of a full demo- 
cratic system was a slow process 
which necessitates cautious 
change and a pragmatic 
approach. 

A great deal of debate centred 
on public confidence in the elec- 
toral system, and a general con- 
sensus was reached on the need 
for non-govem menial organisa- 
tions to supervise elections. 

It was agreed that electoral 
laws should embrace all sectors 
of society and therefore should 


the female cause. 

The dissolution of the -11th 
Parliament in August last year, 
three months before the end of 
its session and prior to general 
elections for the current Parlia- 
ment was thought by most of the 
Jordanian participants to have 
been unconstitutional. 

Consequently, the amendment 
to the present Election Law, 
passed as a temporary legislation 
during the three months of non- 
par liamentary life contravened 
the Constitution and did not 
positively contribute to the 
democratic process. 

The law, passed last year, in- 
troduced a one-man, one-vote 
system to replace the multiple 
vote or list syren:. The confer- 
ence-agreed that this has led to 
the selection of candidates 
according to tribal or dan affilia- 
tion. This, in turn, means that 
the candidate is not necessarily 
the best representative of the 
constituency or the nation. 

It was suggested that the law. 
which is a modem one, is not 
suitable for a developing society. 
If the one-man. one-vote system 
is to be retained the number of 
constituencies should be re- 
viewed, and the distribution of 
seals within those constituencies 
should be applied in accordance 
with population density and 
geographical considerations. 

It was proposed that the coun- 
try should be divided into three 
constituencies: north, south and 
central, with each of these di- 
vided again into sub- 
constituencies. It was also sug- 
gested that a hybrid of the indi- 
vidual multiple voting systems be 
developed. 

The participation of foreign 
observers was also considered 
and was generally approved as 
another means to ensure the 
legitimacy of elections. 

The participants agreed that 
immunity of deputies should ex- 
ist for the whale term of parlia- 
ment and not just the duration of 
the session. 

Immunity should not, howev- 
er, obstruct the course of civil 
justice and in the event of a 
criminal offence the offending 
deputy should be turned over to 
the civil courts. 

An important appeal was 
made by Faisal Hourani for an 
Israeli withdrawal from the occu- 
pied Arab lands to allow Palesti- 
nians to enjoy democracy and to 
participate in elections. 

The Ministry of Interior sum- 
moned some of the participants, 
including Hani Hourani, the 
director of NJRC, and inrema- 


indude a method of registration "tional participants, Thursday 


which avails all eligible voters the 
opportunity to cast their ballots. 

A long and inconclusive de- 
bate ensured regarding female 
representation in Parliament and 
the possible introduction of a 
quota for women. On the one 
hand a quota system was felt to 
be a start in the right direction, 
but on the ocher many saw that it 
may only cater for women who 
would not necessarily represent 


morning and briefed them on the 
current situation. 

The secretary general of the 
ministry expressed appreciation 
to the organisers of the confer- 
ence. 

With such encouragement it 
was agreed by all that should the 
Electoral Law be amended 
another conference should be 
convened early next year io re- 
view the developments. 


TURKU, Finland (Agencies) 
— A Finnish ship fitted with 
a high-tech echo-sounding 
system has located the wreck 
of the ferry Estonia which 
sank off the Finnish coast 
with the loss of over 900 lives, 
the search ship’s crew said 
Friday. 

A member of the crew of 
the Suunta, contacted by 
telephone from Turku. Fin- 
land, said the wreck had been 
found by sonar tracking. 

The crew had found the 
wreck shortly 'before 1600 
GMT. he told AFP. 

The Estonia sank in a 
storm early Wednesday in up 
to 90 metres of water while 
en route from Tallinn to 
Stockholm, drowning over 
900 people as it sank in a 
matter of minutes. 

The Suunta, which left the 
port of Hanko early Friday 
morning, had aboard a Fin- 
nish specialist to interpret the 
undersea sonar echoes. 

Finnish Coast Guard Com- 
mander Raimo Tulikainen 
said in Turku that after the 
ferry had been found, a 
remote-controlled submarine 
equipped with three video 
cameras would be towered to 
the wreck. 

The resulting images will 
be passed to the international 
commission of inquiry prob- 
ing the causes of the disaster, 
Mr. Tiilikainen said. 


The head of Sweden’s 
maritime safety division said 
Friday storm-driven waves 
tore open the bow door of 
Estonia, letting in water that 
caused the ship to roll over 
and sink. 

“Apparently the bow door 
disappeared in a later 
phase, ’ Bengt Erik S ten mark 
told a news conference in 
Stockholm. “But it had prob- 
ably opened when it came 
into the open sea.” 

Mr. Stenmark also told re- 
porteis that another popular 
ferry, the Marieila, was bar- 
red Friday from .leaving 
Stockholm harbour because 
of problems with the bow 
door monitoring system. 

' The ill-fated Estonia’s 
“bow door had a break... and 
was exposed to foe excessive 
forces of the sea,” Mr. Sten- 
mark said during the second 
of two hastily called news 
conferences. 

“One man saw the ship 
sinking without the bow sec- 
tion,” he said, “and another 
was walking in knee-high war 
ter on the car deck.” Mr. 
Stenmark said an “intelligent 
guess,” based on these wit- 
ness reports, was that the 
force of storm-driven waves 
could have widened a gap in 
the bow door, allowing more 
water in, and causing the ship 
to lose stability. 


Two-thirds of Israelis 
want Golan plebiscite 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
The government has the 
backing of 64 per cent of 
Israelis for a referendum on a 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights before signing a 
peace treaty with Syria, 
according to a poll published 
Friday. 

The Yediot Aharonot 
newspaper found that 23 per 
cent preferred new elections 
while 11 per cent thought the 
treaty should simply be rati- 
fied by parliament. 

And two per cent of the 
521 people questioned this 
week voiced no opinion. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak- 
Rabin has promised to hold 
the first referendum in Israel 
if he reaches agreement with 
Syria on a substantial with- 
drawal from the strategic 
plateau in the 1967 war. 

Five rebel Labour Party 
deputies have introduced a 
private bill in parliament de- 
signed to block a withdrawal. 
If passed it would require the 
government to win the sup- 
port of 70 of the 120 mem- 
bers, or a 65 per cent major- 
ity in a referendum for any 
peace agreement with Syria. 

Both targets have been de- 
liberately calculated to be un- 
attainable. 


Another Israeli survey also 
found almost two-thirds of 
Israelis believe Israel will 
have to withdraw on the 
Golan Heights to achieve 
peace with Syria. 

Israel Radio, which com- 
missioned the Haifa Uni- 
versity survey, said 65-3 per 
cent of the 1,550 Israelis pol- 
led answered “no*’ to the 
question **is peace with Syria 
possible without territorial 
concessions?” 

In a breakdown of the re- 
spondents by political affilia- 
tion, the poll found that 49.7 
per cent of supporters of the 
right-wing Likud Party — 
which opposes any pullback 
on the Golan — said some 
withdrawal would be neces- 
sary for peace. 

The radio released only a 
part of the poll prior to rail 
publication on Saturday, and 
did not say whether those 
surveyed were asked for their 
views on the total Israeli pull- 
out demanded by Syria in 
return for a full peace. 

A dozen Israeli settlers on ' 
the Golan Heights who began 
a hunger strike 19 days ago in 
protest at 'feared territorial 
“concessions” by Israel to 
Syria said late Thursday they 
had ended their action. 


PNA team 


(Continued from page 1) 

how the PLO leadership 
viewed the Jordanian resolve 
not to relinquish its role in 
Jerusalem. The views ex- 
pressed by PLO officials are 
not necessarily shared by Mr. 
Arafat, according to analysts. 

Omar Khatib, acting head 
of the PLO mission here, 
echoed Mr. Balawi and said 
the Palestinian leadership 
.“was in agreement with the 
Jordanian decision” and that 
it also understood that the 
issue of the holy shrines in 
Jerusalem was a Jordanian 


Crown Prince heads for 
Washington 

(Continued from page 1) 

into the Sea of Galilee and pated in the talks. 


Jordan to lobby Paris Club 


(Continued from page 1) 


the Jordan River. 

Israel has proposed to 
leave the water issue to an ad 
hoc committee and to press 
on with a peace treaty. 

Talks on these problems 
will continue between the 
Israeli and Jordanian delega- 
tions after Monday’s White 
House meeting. 

Mr. Rabin was accompa- 
nied to the Aqaba talks by 
Chief of Staff General Ehu'd 
Barak and the head of the 
Israeli delegation to the 
negotiations with Jordan, 
Elyakim Rubinstein. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali and Crown 
Prince Hassan also partiri- 


While in the U.S., Crown 
Prince Hassan will also 
address the United Nations 
General Assembly. 

In his address before the 
U.N. General Assembly, the 
Crown Prince will focus on 
specific areas, including Jor- 
dan's views of the Middle 
East peace process, means of 
addressing problems facing 
the United Nations to enable 
it perform its international 
mandate, and other issues, 
including Islam in the world, 
interfaith dialogue and hu- 
man rights. 

Prince Hassan is accompa- 
nied by Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvath A1 Hassan. 


1 killed in Hebron 

(Continued Grom page 1) 


on building in them over 
Palestinian objections. 

An Israeli housing ministry 
official confirmed on Friday a 
report in the Maariv news- 
paper that 87 flats whose 


construction was begun by 
the right-wing Likud govern- 
ment and completed alter the 
Labour Party's Rabin be- 
came prime minister were for 
rent. 


would sign the write-off 
accord in Washington in the 
presence of His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. 

Mr. Gammoh explained 
that since the visit of the 
Crown Prince to the U.S., 
where he will also address the 
United Nations General 
Assembly, was delayed by a 
few days, it was decided that 
the accord would be signed in 
Amman by the finance minis- 
ter and the American ambas- 
sador. 

“We were running out of 
time since the agreement had 
to be signed in the month of 
September,” Mr. Gammoh 
said, noting that American 
fiscal yean ran from October 
to September. 

In brief comments after the 
signing ceremony. Ambassa- 
dor Egan told Jordan Televi- 
sion that the U.S. administra- 
tion was concerned over the 
high burden of Jordanian 
debts and the impaa of the 
problem on local develop- 
ment. 


In addition ro offering own 
debt relief to Jordan, 
Washington has written to 
the Paris Club members 
urging them to adopt similar 
measures to help the King- 
dom. The Madrid meeting 
will be the first forum for the 
Paris Club finance members 
to meet with the partidpation 
of the IMF after President 
Bill Clinton issued the call in 
August. 

Japan, a member of the 
Paris Club, is another major 
creditor of Jordan. But the 
Kingdom might not be ex- 
pecting direct debt write-off 
from Tokyo if only because 
such a move would block all 
further financial aid from 
Japan to the Kingdom. 

In the long run, offidals 
note, the impaa of direa 
assistance from Japan to Jor- 
dan would be more effective 
than a one-time write-off. 

The Tokyo government 
has said that while it opposes 
debt write-off it is willing to 
maki more money available 
to the Kingdom to help it 
achieve the goal of self- 
reliance. 


responsibility. 

“The status of Jerusalem 
and the holy shrines there 
will be discussed in two years 
from now, and as such the 
Palestinian leadership real- 
ises that bringing up the issue 
uow with Jordan will serve no 
purpose,” Mr. Khatib told 
the Jordan Tunes. 

Mr. Khatib said Dr. Majali 
and Mr. Balawi agreed dur- 
ing their talks that a seven- 
member delegation of PNA 
ministers would come to Jor- 
dan on Tuesday to resume 
discussions on “cooperation 
in all spheres, inducting eco- 
nomy, communications, 
transport, health and judidal 
affairs.” 

It would be the second 
such meeting after the PLO 
objected to Israel’s cknow- 
ledgement of the Jcrdanian 
role in Jerusalem in the 
Washington Declaration that 
the Kingdom and the Jewish 
state signed on July 25. 

2 killed in 
Port-au-Prince 

(Continued from pa ge ]) 

ing not to leave power with- 
out a_ fight. Thousands of 
American soldiers were de- 
ployed along the streets of 
the capital to try to maintain 
some order. 

U.S. troops, their ranks 
swelling to more than 20,000 
by Friday, seized control of 
state television and radio to 
try to stop propaganda by the 
pro-military mouthpieces. 

At the same time, about 
2,000 Haitians looted a ware- 
house belonging to an army 
leader. The seaside ware- 
house was near the site of a 
grenade explosion Thursday 
that (tilled at least seven peo- 
ple and wounded 86, by U.S. 
count. 
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Fiji’* top banker ^ 
guilty of assault 
on spy boss 

SUVA (R) — The head of - 
the National Bank of FyD 
(NBF), the Pacific island mo- 
tion’s biggest bank, was con- 
victed Friday of assaultin' 
foe country’s chief of iuteDjF - 
gence during an angry scene 
at the banker’s office. Suva 
magistrate Salesi Temo foubcf 
NBF chief manager Visanti 
Makrava guilty of the con*--, 
mon assault of Colonel 
Metiriseia Mua, director of 
the Fiji Intelligence Service. 
Mr. Temo acquitted Mr. 
Makrava of the more serious 
charge of assault causing 
actual bodily harm. In his 
written judgement, ' Mr. 
Temo urged the two men to 
reconcile by Oct. 28, paying 
he would pass sentence if 
they did not. Earlier, Suva. ■ 
Magistrates Court heard the' 
two men had clashed over a 
search warrant Col. Mua 
wanted to use at tbebank as 
part of an investigation. The 
warrant allegedly had ex- 
pired. Col. Mua said Mr. 
Makrava swore at him and 
matched him in foe face be- 


fore being restrained. Mr. 
Makrava denied the charges. 
Counsel for Mr. Makrava 
alleged CoL Mua had tried to 
use the warrant to blackmail 
foe bank into giving him a 
loan which previously had 
been refused. Col. Mua de- 
nied the allegation. 

U.S., Russian 1st 
ladies tour 
hospital 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Hillary Rodham Clinton bar 
lanced foe roles of traditional 
first lady and . crusader for 
health insurance reform as 
she escorted Naina Yeltsin on 
a tour of hospitals and 
theatres. Mrs. Canton made 
dear she has not given up the 
fight on health care reform 
even though that legislation 
has been declared dead in 
Congress for the year. But 
when asked what dominates 
foe conversation when she 
and the wife of Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin chat in 
private, she reported: “We 
talk about food and flowers 
and children and husbands.” 
Neither woman was reticent 
about the public issues that 
concern them. Mrs. Yeltsin, 
who hopes to improve foe 
quality of health care delivery 
inside a giant country where 
the provision of health ser- 
vices is a problem, toured a 
state-of-the . art centre for 
children’s medicine at 
Georgetown University. “I 
wanted Mrs. Yeltsin to see 
how children are treated in 
our hospitals,” Mrs. Clinton 
said. “They don’t have the 
resources that we do.” 
Attempts are under way to 
offer doctors, tr aining and 
equipment to help Soviet 
physicians improve the quali- 
ty of care they offer. After 
viewing a patient attached to 
a lifesaving machine that can 
circulate blood wfaOe acting 
simulatenously as an ar tificial 
heart, kidney and lung, Mrs. 
Yeltsin exclaimed: *T would 
like to take this piece of 
America back with me.” Mo- 
ments before, she had kissed 
foe cheek of a sax-year-old 
who has had two kidney 
transplants and said, “I have 
seen unique equipment and 
the great care taken here with , 
children.” j-y 

Kuanda’s son gets;: 
suspended term : 
on plot charge 

LUSAKA (R) — A Zambian 
court Friday gave a sou bf 
former President Kenneth 
Kaunda a suspended three- 
month jail term for posses- 
sing a seditious document. 
Major Wead Kaunda, who is . 
also an opposition member of 
parliament, was sentenced- 
for having a copy of a docu- 
ment called “the zero op?; 
turn” which outlined plans to ’ 
wrest (lower from President 
Frederick Chil aba’s govern- 
ment. The document "in- 
cluded plans to fan student 
riots and strikes by workers. 
Maj. Kaunda was one of ab- 
out 20 leaders of the imposi- 
tion United National Inde- 
pendence Party (UNIP) de- 
tained in May 1993 in connec- 
tion with the document. He 
was held for 68 days before 
he was released. Maj. Kann- 
da pleaded in mitigation of . 
sentence that he was (femg J 
discriminated against bmmuse 
he "was a member of the 
Kaunda family. He also faces 
criminal charges brought ear- 
lier this month in connection 
with a brand at a political 
rally addressed by his farther, 
who is attempting a pdStical 
comeback. 
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